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Jordan thanks Kuwait 
for release of prisoners 

Amman (R) — Acting Minister of Inform-,.;^ M 
er Lawzi thanked Kuwait on Saturday fi? IOI | N ^ SS_ 
JX JordaniaiB held in die emirae sinre Uie7«o3f 
Gnlf cnsis. Mr. Lawzi said Jordan was afoi 
forward to the release of a further seven 
were granted amnesty last month ^ bSHSbSE 
Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad A1 Sabah All n^SJS ^ 
jailed on charges of collaborating' wl L n 
iwadrf the emirate in 1990. ‘The‘ = Jorto^ q g o„era 
meat thaoks the Kuwaiti government... for thif°m ? S- 
rive. We look forward to the continuation of meZSt 
related to the release of the rest of this gn£p^S£ 
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Annan makes unscheduled 
landing in Sudan 


KHARTOUM i AFPi — Bad weather forced the plane 
carrying U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan to make 
an unscheduled landing in Khartoum on Saturday. Mr. 
Annan was on a flight from Kampala, the capital of 
Uganda, to Asmara, the capital of Eritrea, the last 
stage of his eight-nation African tour. 
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Suspects in car explosions under arrest j 

Lawzi expected to reveal identity of ‘ Islamist group ’ today i t 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The security forces have arrest- 
ed those responsible for a series of car explo- 
sions in Amman in the past two weeks a 
senior government official said Saturday. 

The official, who asked not to be identified, 
declined to name the alleged perpetrators or 
disclose their number. Tens of suspects, 
believed to be linked to these attacks, were 
arrested by the authorities in the past week. 

The official confirmed a report that was 
pnblished in the Arabic daily. Al Arab Al 
Yawm, which said that those involved in the 
attacks are pan of a “group with Islamist 
affiliation.’’ The official declined to reveal 
further details^ - . . 

Acting Minister of Information Nasser 
Lawzi is expected to announce the names and 


identities of the suspects at a press conference 
today. 

Mr. Lawzi told reponers following the 
weekly Cabinet session that the investigation 
into the case has reached an “advanced stage.*' 
The minister said that tens of people were 
arrested “during the organised campaign by 
the concerned security agencies.” 

He added that “details on the group, its affil- 
iation and the names of its members will be 
announced in the near future and when the 
interrogation is over.” 

Last month, a car exploded at the parking 
lot of the Jerusalem International Hotel and 
several others at the headquarters of the 
police highway patrols. 

A previously unknown group, Abu Thar A3 
Ghafari, claimed, in a statement issued in 
Beirut, the responsibility for the explosion 
at the Jerusalem International Hotel. 


The government doubted the statement and 
said that it lacked accuracy. 

In additional attacks, the house of the direc- 
tor of the Royal Medical Services. Major 
General Yousif Al Gas sous, was sprayed by 
several bullets earlier this month, and a fire 
bomb burnt down the car that belonged to the 
former head of the General Intelligence 
Department. Mohammad Raxoul Kilani. 
Another bomb was placed in ihe garbage con- 
tainer in front of the house of former minister 
of interior, Jawdat Sboul. 

Unconfirmed reports said ihat the residence 
of Brigadier General Ma'moun Khasauneh. 
who presided on the case of Ahmad Dakam- 
seh. a soldier who killed seven Israeli school- 
girls in March 1997, was also attacked. 

None of the explosions or attacks resulted in 
loss of life or injury. 




Washington summit postponed 

Ross: Difficult to overcome 


CHIEF JUSTICE SWORN IN: Chief of the Higher Judicial Council and Court of Cas- 
sation Taher Hikmat was Saturday sworn in before His Majesty King Hussein and in 
the presence of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. Attending the ceremony 
were Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, Royal Court Chief Fayez Tarawneh and 
Minister of Justice Riyad Shaka'a. Mr. Hikmat, a lawyer with over 35 years of experi- 
ence, was bom in Ma'an in 1941 and graduated from Damascus University’ with a law 
degree in 1960. Since 1979, he served as minister rive times with prime ministers Abdul 
Hamid Sharaf, Ahmad Obeidat, Qassem Rimawi and Abdul Salam Majali. Among the 
portfolios he held were the ministries of Youth and Culture, Transportation, and most 
recently. Justice. Mr. Hikmat also headed the Senate's Legal Committee. He is a mem- 
ber of the Bar Association, vice-president of the World Affairs Council and member of 
the board of the National Geographic Society. He was one of 60 leading politicians and 
intellectuals who drafted the National Charter in 1992 (Photo bv Yousef 'Allan) 


the differences that remain Sahhaf in Amman to request 
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TEL AVIV (R) — The U.S. 
special envoy to the Middle 
East, Dennis Ross, met 
Israeh Prime Minister 
Bc^grain Netanyahu late, 
op • Saturday . toping to 
achieve a bieatobrough that 
Mght dear die . way for a 
summit in Washington soon. 
The two met several hours 
after a senior U.S. official 
speaking in the United 
Slates said a summit would 
oot take place in Washington 
on Monday as originally 
proposed, but that President 
Bill .Clinton was trying to 
reschedule one for later this 
month. 

Mr. Ross had said earlier 
oa Saturday it would be hard 
to overcome difficulties in 
time for a Monday summit, 
but would pursue efforts to 
produce a breakthrough. 

He said Mr. Clinton and 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright had sent him back 
to the region at Mr. 
Netanyahu's request in order 
“to come and work on the 
differences that remain with 
an eye towards overcoming 
them so that we can convene 
the summit in Washington.” 
“The differences that 
remain are not large. There 
clearly are difficulties. At 
this point the differences that 
remain are difficult to over- 
-gothe. ” .Mr... Ross. . jold 
reporters in the West Bank 
city of Ramahah after meet- 
ing Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Ross told Mr. Arafat 
the Israelis had asked to 
postpone Monday’s summit 
3 few days, Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
officials said. The officials 
said they thought a Monday 
nteeting in Washington 
would be highly unlikely if 
Mr. Ross failed to persuade 
Mr. Netanyahu to accept 
U-S. proposals on taking the 
Peace process forward. 

“Arafat told (Ross) he was 
prepared to leave for Wash- 
ington and attend the meet- 
j“g on Monday as planned 
Bui if Ross failed to reach an 
a greement with the Israelis, 
Palestinians would have 
00 choice but to accept the 
^lay,”* senior PNA official 
^■Renters. 

' . .. Netanyahu’s 

spokesman David Bar-Blan 
*jtf.0tt:Eriday Israel did not 
Pan.ro attend Washington’s 
Imposed samnrit on Mon- 

Tto time is so short that 
py’ttow it would be quite 
aa P9ssible that an agree- 
be' reached on 
.Sunday, meaning thai we 
Jpltot help Washington bn 
he told Reuters. 


Mr. Ross returned to the 
region on Friday to ny to 
pave the way for a summit in 
Washington on Monday 
between Messrs Clinton, 
Arafat and* Netanyahu. 

Mbs. Albright faffed at talks 
tff'TSfiQOfi TasTweek to per- 
suade Mn Netanyahu to 
agree to a U.S. proposal call- 
ing on Israel to hand over 
13.1 per cent of West Bank 
land to the Palestinians. 

Just hours before Mr. 
Ross’s arrival, aides to Mr. 
Netanyahu rejected the U.S.- 
proposed 13 percent pull- 
back, citing security reasons. 


The Palestinians have 
accepted the U.S. peace plan 
despite initially having 
sought a 30 per cent pull- 
back. 

Palestinian officials ■ said 
they had been assured by the 
Clinton administration that 
the U.S. initiative would not 
be changed despite Israeli 
objections. 

Mr. Netanyahu is expected 
to leave Israel on Wednesday 
to attend a pro-Israel lobby 
conference in Washington, 
leaving the door open for a 
possible White House visit 
some time after Monday. In 


an interview published on 
Saturday by the United .Arab 
Emirates Al Khaleej news- 
paper, Mr. Arafat expressed 
doubt that the Washington 
summit would yield any 
positive results. 

Mr. Arafat told .Al Khaleej 
that apart from the immedi- 
ate withdrawal from 1 3. 1 per 
cent of the West Bank, the 
U.S. plan included assur- 
ances that the Israeli army 
would implement a third- 
phase pullback in the West 
Bank, to be carried out under 
U.S.. Palestinian and Israeli 
supervision. 


Arafat: EU has new initiative 


ABU DHABI (AFP.) — 
The European Union (EU) 
has presented new propos- 
als to relaunch the stalled 
Middle East peace process 
but has been asked by the 
United States to sit on 
them, Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said Saturday. 

“There is a European ini- 
tiative, of which we have 
been informed generally 
without details.” Mr. Arafat 
told the United Arab Emi- 
rates daily Al Khaleej. 

‘“The U.S. has asked the 
EU to postpone the 
announcement of that ini- 
tiative so it will push its 
own. It has not been 
announced but it is not 
bad-” 

The U.S. proposals call 
for an Israeli withdrawal 
from 13.1 per cent of the 
West Bank as part of the 
1994 autonomy deal with 
the Palestinians. 

Palestinian National 
Authority has accepted the 
proposals but they have 


been rejected by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

The Israeli and Palestin- 
ian leaders failed to reach 
agreement at meetings in 
London Iasi week, prompt- 
ing the U.S. to call for fresh 
talks in Washington on 
Monday. U.S. envoy Den- 
nis Ross is due to meet Mr. 


‘U.S. asked EU 
to postpone 
announcement ’ 


Netanyahu later Saturday in 
a final bid to persuade him 
to drop his objection to the 
Washington meeting. 

Mr. Arafat said the U.S. 
initiative includes an Israeli 
withdrawal under the 
supervision of a joint U.S.- 
Lsraeli-Palesrinian commit- 
tee. He said more with- 
drawals would take place as 


part of the Oslo self-rule 
accords. 

“The proposed pullout is 
just for now and this per- 
centage is aimed at per- 
suading the Israelis to 
agree... The percentage will 
be compensated for in the 
third stage Jof the Oslo 
agreement],” he said. 

He warned that Monday's 
talks could produce nothing 
because “Netanyahu is 
adopting an intransigent 
position and he opposes the 
whole autonomy accord.” 

Asked about his reaction 
if the three-way Washing- 
ton summit fails, he said: 
“All options are open for 
the Palestinian people.” 

Mr. Arafat reiterated his 
intention to declare a Pales- 
tinian state on May 4 next 
year despite Israeli threats. 
“On that date, the transi- 
tional phase of the Oslo 
agreement ends, so it will 
be our right to declare an 
independent Palestinian 
state.” 



U 5. envoy Dennis Ross meets with Palestinian President Yasser Arafat in Ramallah on 
Saturday (Reuters photo) 


Lawzi: 
‘Disaster’ 
if talks fail 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jorckm Tunes 

AMMAN — A senior gov- 
ernment official on Saturday 
warned thai failure of a pro- 
posed meeting between Israel 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority’ iPNA) would lead 
to disaster in the region. 

“We look at these laiks as 
very crucial.” Acting Minister 
of information Nasser Lawzi 
told reporters following the 
w eekly Cabinet session. 

“Ibis is really a very 
important turning point 
towards going into final, 
comprehensive peace." Mr. 
Lawzi told reponers. 

“It is a continuation of a set 
of joint efforts by the ELi and 
the Americans... If it fails, it 
will lead to disaster” 

The minister was com- 
menting on an imitation 
extended by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to Palestinian 
and Israeli officials to meet in 
Washington on Monday. 

However, the imitation is 
conditional on the acceptance 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu of an 
.American proposal fora 13.1 
per cent Israeli troop with- 
drawal. 

Mr. Netany ahu said that he 
may not attend ihe proposed 
meeting and rejected what he 
described as "U.S. dictates." 

“This is a chance for con- 
cluding 3 very just and peace- 
ful agreement which should 
be bused on what has been 
proposed and agreed upon. 

We are not going back to 
renegotiations." Mr. Lawzi 
said 

Mr. Lawzi added that 
despite Israel’s threat that Mr. 
Netanyahu may not attend 
the meeting, there still is hope 
that he will change his mind. 

“The premier said that he 
may not go on Monday, but 
he did not decline.” 

The official voiced hope 
that U.S. Mideast envoy 
Dennis Ross, w ho is cutTent- 
ly visiting Israel and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
would succeed in his mission 
to convince Mr. Netanyahu to 
attend the Washington talks. 

“Until today, there are dis- 
cussions with Mr. Ross in 
Israel to make a decision on 
ihaL It could still be that 
(Netanyahu) win go.” the 
mrniMcr siiil. 


help in lifting sanctions 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Sahhaf 
arrived here late Saturday to 
deliver a message from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Acting Information Minis- 
ter Nasser Lawzi told 
reporters following the week- 
ly regular Cabinet session that 
Sir. Sahhaf s mission was pan 
of an Iraqi campaign to urge 
.Arab states and U.N. Security 
Council members to help lift 
the seven-year-old sanctions. 

A Foreign Ministry official 
told the Jordan Time* that Mr. 
Sahhaf will meet wiih Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and Acting Foreign Minister 
Tala! Sal 'an Ha* >an. 


The official, who asked not 
to be named, also said that the 
Iraqi minister will also hold a 
meeting with members of par- 
liament prior to his meeting 
with King Hussein. 

Mr. Lawzi said that it was 
premature to say what issues 
the Iraqi official will raise dur- 
ing his talks in .Amman. 

Last month, the Security* 
Council decided to renew the 
.sanctions on Iraq to the dis- 
may of the country’s leader- 
ship. 

Mr. Sahhaf. who attended 
the Security Council debate 
Iasi month.]' s expected to visit 
Egypt and other .Arab slates 
following liis three-day visit to 
the Kingdom. 

Iraqi Deputy 1 Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz is also expected 
here en route to France, where 


he will meet with French 
Prcadeni Jacques Chirac. 

Mr. Aziz is also expected to 
visit other European countries 
to explain Iraq's position 
regarding the renewal of U.N. 
sanctioas, which has left more 
than 600.000 children dead 
according to Iraqi official fig- 
ures. 

Mr. Lawzi said that Mr. Aziz 
would not meet with Jordan- 
ian officials while in Amman. 

Meanwhile, a government- 
sponsored humanitarian aid 
campaign is destined for 
Baghdad with several tonnes 
of medicine. 

Arabic local newspapers 
said that the Jordanian delega- 
tion, to leave later this month, 
will be headed by Minister of 
Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi. 


Annan: U.N. troops will ensure 
security at Lebanon, Israel border 


UNITED NATIONS <AP. 
— U.N. peacekeeping troops 
would ensure that Lebanese 
troops secure Lebanon's bor- 
der with Israel once Israeli 
troops withdraw. UN. Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan 
said Friday. 

Israel last month formally 
accepted a L'.N. Security 
Council resolution that calls 
for ar. Israeli troop withdraw- 
al from south Lebanon. 

“The resolution calls for 
the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from south Lebanon 


and we at the United 
Nations, working with the 
panics, would also ensure 
that the Lebanese authorities 
expand, take over the matters 
tof) safety and security," Mr. 
.Annan said from Kampala. 
Uganda. 

Mr. Annan talked by satel- 
lite from Kampala. Uganda 
on a CNN forum with inter- 
national journalists. 

Israel once wanted a peace 
treaty in exchange for with- 
drawing. but after Mr. Annan 
visited the region it dropped 


that condition. 

It said its only remaining 
condition is thai Lebanese 
forces take Israel's place to 
prevent attacks on the Jewish 
state from the Hizbollah. 

Lebanon rejects any condi- 
tions. saying the U.N. resolu- 
tion is unequivocal in its call 
for a withdrawal. Mr. Annan 
did not say whether the 
Lebanese had agreed to work 
with the United Nations io 
secure the area. 


Israeli opposition backs Hillary 
on Palestinian right to statehood 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — The 
Israeli Left launched a vigor- 
ous defence of U.S. First 
Lady Hillary Clinton Satur- 
day against critics of her 
remarks about the desirabili- 
ty of a Palestinian state. 

“You should know that a 
very large section of Israeli 
public opinion considers 
there will be a Palestinian 
slate sooner or later and that 
the creation of such a state is 
indispensable to bring about 
peace.” the leader of the 
dovish Meretz party wrote in 
a letter of support to the first 
lady. 

Criticism of her remarks 
came only from "ruling 
politicians who are stuck in 
llic pas'." Mr. Sarii! wrote. 


His comments echoed 
remarks made in support of a 
Palestinian stale earlier this 
week by former Labour 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Current Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
refrained from criticising the 
first lady’s comments when 
challenged about them in a 
television interview earlier 
thi.s week. 

“It is no secret that I 
oppose a Palestinian state... 
It is equally naturally per- 
fectly possible that people in 
Washington— might have a 
different view," he said. 

But his spokesman David 
Bar-Hlan took a much 
Mronger line the following 


day. "We are outraged — on 
the one hand the Americans 
say they do not support the 
creation of a Palestinian 
state, on the other hand, the 
wife of the president, who is 
not any old person, says she 
is in favour” he said. 

“I think that it will be in the 
long-term interest of the 
Middle East for Palestine to 
be a state,” the first lady had 
told Arab and Israeli students 
in a live satellite link with a 
“Seeds of Peace” meeting in 
Switzerland Wednesday. 

Recent opinion polls sug- 
gest most Israeli Jews are 
resigned to international 
recognition of a Palestinian 
siute even if they do not wel- 
come it. 
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Lebanese army intervenes after rival 
Shiite groups wound two people 


BEIRUT (AP) — Troops 
intervened after a s boot-out 
between rival Shiite Muslim 
groups wounded two persons 
in Lebanon's capital on Fri- 
day night. 

A statement issued by the 
Lebanese army said rivalry 
between the two groups, 
Hizbollah and Amal, degen- 
erated into shooting at S p.m. 
in the districts of Khandaq AJ 
Ghamiq and Zukak BuUat, 


The two groups, who are 
contesting staggered local 
elections that begin May 24, 
both have members of parlia- 
ment and guerrilla factions. 

Two people were wound- 
ed the army said 

Soldiers restored order and 
raided nearby houses in 
search of gunmen, the state- 
ment added. 

G unfights in the street, a 
hallmark of Lebanon's civil 


war of 1975-90, have been 
rare since die army fanned 
out across the country at the 
end of the war and militias 
were disarmed and disband- 
ed 

The army’s swift action 
Friday suggests the govern- 
ment is determined to make 
sure the lawlessness of the 
war does not return. 

Hizbollah and the more 
moderate Amal vie for the 


support of Lebanon's 1.2 
million Shiites, the largest 
sect. Hie leader of Amal is 
the parliamentary speaker, 
Nabih Beni. 

After the war, the two 
groups were allowed to 
retain their weapons on the 
understanding they would 
use them to fight Israeli 
forces in the zone that Israel 
occupies in southern 
Lebanon. 


20 wounded in Algerian attack 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Twenty people have been 
wounded, three seriously, 
in a bomb blast west of the 
Algerian capital, newspa- 
per reports said Saturday. 

The attack took place 
Wednesday at Hadjout, the 
privately owned papers 
said adding that a second 
bomb exploded a short 


time later without causing 
any casualties. 

In separate incidents 
over the last few days, at 
least 10 armed Islamists 
were killed by security 
forces at Tlemcen. Tizi- 
Ouzou, Boumerdes and A1 
Affroun. Papers gave dif- 
ferent tolls for the clashes. 

Islamists launched an 


insurgency in Algeria after 
the January 1992 cancella- 
tion of general elections 
the now outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS; was 
poised to win. 

Western and humanitari- 
an sources estimate the 
subsequent violence has 
claimed some 70,000 
lives. 


UAE set to buy 80 U.S. fighter 
jets in deal worth up to $8 billion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates is set 
to announce next week an 
order worth up to $8 billion 
for 80 fighter jets from U.S 
defence giant Lockheed 
Martin. UAE officials and 
diplomats here said Saturday. 

The decision to buy the 
sophisticated F-16 fighters 
from Lockheed over aircraft 
from European manufactur- 
ers is due to be unveiled dur- 
ing a visit to Washington by 
Abu Dhabi's Crown Prince 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Zayed 
A1 Nahayan. 


The U.S. order, worth 
between $6 billion and $8 
billion, will more than dou- 
ble the size of the UAE's air 
force, which consists mainly 
of French and British fight- 
ers. 

Sheikh Khalifa, deputy 
commander of the armed 
forces, is due to meet U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on 
Tuesday but UAE officials 
said the fighter deal was 
unlikely to be signed during 
his three-day visit as final 
details would have to be 
worked out 


His brother, army chief of 
staff Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Zayed A1 Nahayan, is to 
accompany him on the trip. 
Sheikh Mohammad, who is 
in charge of Abu Dhabi's 
military procurements, has 
visited Washington at least 
twice over the past year to 
discuss the fighter deal 
Lockheed's two other 
rivals were the French Das- 
sault’s Rafale and the 
Eurofighter, which is built by 
a European consortium led 
by British Aerospace and 
Daimler Benz of Germany. 


German 
delegation 
in Iran 


Turkey unhappy at German 
FM’s comments on Cyprus 


Lebanon 
protests to 
truce panel 
over injuries 
from Israeli 
shelling 


.ANKARA (AFP) — Ger- 
many's ambassador was 


TEHRAN ( AFP) — A Ger- 
man diplomatic mission 
arrived in Iran Sarurday on a 
bid to ease tension between 
the two countries which has 
heightened over the sentenc- 
ing to death of a German 
national here for an illicit sex- 
ual affair. 

Peter Dingens, the director 
general of the German foreign 
ministry's Middle East depart- 
ment and Wotf-Ruthardr 
Bora, the director-general of 
consular affairs, win bold 
talks with Iranian officials, a 
German diplomat said. 

Relations took a sour turn in 
January after Bonn 
announced the arrest and con- 
viction to death of German 
businessman Helmut Hofer 
for an alleged sexual affair 
with an Iranian Muslim 
woman. 


many s ambassador was 
summoned to the Turkish 
foreign ministry to explain 
remarks reportedly made 
by German Foreign Minis- 
ter Klaus Kinkel about 
northern Cyprus, the Hur- 
riyet newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

Hurriyel said the Turkish 
authorities were unhappy 
about comments made by 
Mr. Kinkel in Strasbourg 
earlier this week, reported- 
ly saying that Turkey 
“occupied" northern 
Cyprus in defiance of 
international law. 

The paper said Ambas- 
sador Hans-Joachim Ver- 
gau was given a dressing 
down over Mr. Kinkel's 
comments. 

Turkey insists its inva- 
sion of Cyprus in 1974 was 
in conformity with its sta- 
tus as a guarantor power on 


the island as enshrined in 
the 1960 treaty giving 
Cyprus independence from 
Britain. 

The 1974 invasion was 
triggered by a Greek 
nationalist coup in Nicosia 
aimed at uniting the island 
with Greece, with Turkey 
insisting its move was 
aimed at protecting the eth- 
nic Turkish community on 
the island. 

The island has been 
divided into Greek and 
Turkish sectors for the past 
24 years, with an estimated 
35,000 Turkish soldiers 
controlling the northern 
third. 

Relations between Ger- 
many and Turkey have 
been strained since a Euro- 
pean Union fEU) summit 
in December last year 
decided to exclude Turkey 
from the next phase of the 
enlargement of the EU. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon filed on Satur- 
day a complaint to the 
international truce moni- 
toring committee over 
Israeli shelling that 
wounded seven 

Lebanese civilians, a 
government official 
said. 

Lebanon considered 
the Israeli shelling a vio- 
lation to the April 1996 
ceasefire accord which 
banned combatants from 
targeting civilians or 
launching attacks from 
civilian areas, he said. 

Seven Lebanese civil- 
ians. including three 
children, were wounded 
Friday in Israeli bom- 
bardments on the vil- 
lages of Mansouri and 
Yater, just outside the 
Israeli-occupied border 
zone . in. southern, 
Lebanon, police said. 

The trace, committee: 
— made up of represen- 
tatives from France. 
Israel, Syria, Lebanon 
and the United States — 
was set up to oversee the 
April 1996 agreement. 

Ten Lebanese civilians 
have been killed and 39 
others wounded in the 
violence in southern 
Lebanon this year. 




German" 
woman 
wounded 
in attack 
returns tc 


CAIRO (AP) — A Genoa ft 
woman wounded in an attack 


in Cairo that killed nhie.SJ 
tourists and their Egyptian ^ ’ 


family. 

Gudrun Hoppe’s husband 
was among the nine Get- v 
mans killed last September ^ 
when two brothers, in a 
brazen midday attack, fire- ^ 
bombed a tourist bus outside 
the Egyptian Museum, then _ 
stormed it, opening fire cm a 
tour group. 7. 

Ms. Hoppe, who came 
with a German television "" 


crew, said she would present 7 ^ \ ri * 

the family of deceased bus " " jr« 

rtriwr Ramadan Afifi with • i,L 


A Palestinian chil d Saturday holds a flag of the Islamic Reistance Movement, Hamas, 
in front of a poster of its spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin daring a rally in the 
West Bank town of Hebron. Hamas officials slammed the concessions made by Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat in the peace process, which they called the latest ^nakba” 
(catastrophe) to hit the Palestinian people (AFP photo) 


Hamas calls Oslo peace process 
latest ‘nakba’ for Palestinians 


HEBRON (AFP) — Some Nayef Rajub told the crowd 


l'.OOO supporters of die Islam- - - in a speech. 
: ~ Resistance Movement : 


‘Nakba’ is the term Pales- 


This is just another in a 
long line of concessions. The 


Hamas, rarSwHtereTOfSaim'-' ^ tiraans use^forthe 1948 war 


day, branding President Yass- 
er Arafat’s peace deals with 
Israel the latest “catastrophe” 
in Palestinian history. 

“The Palestinians have 
undergone many Nakba [cas- 
trophies] in their history, and 
the latest is the signing of the 
Oslo accords, which gave 
legitimacy to the rapists of 
our land." Hamas official 


which surrounded the cre- 
ation of Israel and which led 
to the loss of Palestinian 
lands and the expulsion of 
hundreds of thousands of 
refugees. 

Mr. Rajub slammed the 
Palestinian leader's accep- 
tance of U.S. proposals that 
Israel withdraw from 13.1 per 
cent of the West Bank. 


Palestinian Authority has 
conceded - 80-per cent of- 
Palestine. How long will 
these concessions go on.” Me 
Rajub said 

Hamas called the rally to 
mark the “hijra” or flight of 
the Muslim Prophet Moham- 
mad from Mecca to Medina, 
but it was dominated by com- 
memorations of die Nakba, 
which Palestinians mark on 
May 15. 


driver Ramadan Afifi with 1 
$9,700. 

Tbe money was collected ' 
from German families, she 
said, as a symbol of their ' 
‘love for other people, espe- “ 
dally Egyptians During her . 
four-day visit to Egypt, Ms. *• 
Hoppe and the television " 
crew will go to Luxor at the 
invitation of Egypt’s Invest- ‘ 
ment Authority. 

Two brothers — .one a 
failed pop musician put in a _ 
mental institution after a : 
1993 triple murder of for- 
eigners — were sentenced to 
death by a military court for 
the bus attack. 

The brothers said that tbe 
attack was carried out in 
revenge for a drawing done 
by an Israeli woman depict- 
ing tbe Islamic Prophet 
Mohammad as a pig. 

Along with the fatalities, 
the attack left another 26 
injured and shook Egypt’s- 
vital tourism industry, on the 
rebound m recent -years after- ; 
militant attacks drove away 
foreigners. 

A month after the museum 
attack, tourism suffered a 
more damaging blow to 
tourism when six militants 
massacred 58 tourists and 
four. Egyptians at an ancient 
Pharaonic temple in the 
southern town of Luxor. Tbe 
six attackers were killed. 
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Malaysian prime minister urges 
religious tolerance for Islam 


Middle East’s second largest 
dam inaugurated in S. Arabia 
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CAIRO (AP) — Tolerance has 
fostered multi-ethnic Malaysia’s 
economic growth, and is the key 
for Islam to erase the Western 
misconception that all Muslims 
are terrorists. Malaysia's prime 
minister said Saturday. 

“So far we have failed" to be 
completely tolerant. Prime Min- 
ister Mahathir Mohammad, a 
Sunni Muslim, said in a speech 


at A1 Azhar University, the 
world’s oldest seal of Islamic 
learning. 

This is due to “our own faults 
... from our failure to adhere to 
the teachings of Islam,” he said. 

Mr. Mahathir, who is here to 
attend a summit of developing 
nations, spoke after receiving an 
honorary doctorate from the uni- 
versity. 


Students sar segregated, with 
most of the women in the bal- 
cony. Many men wore white 
prayer caps while women cov- 
ered their hair with scarves. 

Mr. Mahathir said Islam has 
its fair share of “bla:k sheep." 
the terrorists who slaughter 
Muslims and non-Muslims, 
such as those in Algeria and 
Egypt. 


RIYADH (AP) — Crown 
Prince Abdullah inaugurat- 
ed the Middle East's second 
largest dam on Saturday, 
Saudi television reported. 

The King Fahd Dam in 
Beesha, 1 ,000 kilometres 
southwest of Riyadh, has a 
capacity of 325 million 
cubic meters of water, mak- 
ing it second only to 
Egypt’s Aswan High Dam 


in the Middle East. 

Tbe dam has a wall 103 
metres high. 507 metres 
long, and cost 246 million 
riyais ($65.6 million) to 
build, the television report- 
ed. 


^’Palestinian 
! fends 


mg, ana cost zho munuu h\ ,p .. 
yals ($65.6 million) to- Iordan:-.*.* .7~ • A 
iiild. the television report- • nty, ''' ‘ 

It will help irrigate the L c its 
450-kilometre long Beesha . I apeerri/' ' 
valley which lies in Sandi ■ . ■* lord j 01 , unc ^ cr 
Arabia's most fertile farm- : : LJ*? rcr- 

land. 
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TeL 773111-19 


i PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 Cartoon — Pumpkin 
Patch 

15:20 Cartoon — The Pink Pan- 
ther 

15:30 _..Sldppy 

16:00 The American Chart Show 

17:00 In The Wild 

18:00 French Programme 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — Sci- 
ence Magazine 

1930 News Headlines 

19d5 Life’s Most Embarrassing 
Moments 

20:00 Documentary — The Peo- 
ple and Places of Africa 
20 JO Talk Show— Challenges 

j 21:10 Drama — Renegade 

i 22:00 .... News in English 

! 22 Comelli — Rat Timer 

1 23:59 .. Comedy — The Nanny 



DEPARTURES 


PRAYER TIMES 


1 04:10 - -.Fajr 

( 05J8 (Sunrise! Duha 

[ 12J2 - Dhuhr 

j 16:12 - ‘Asr 

19^6. Maghreb 

20£3~~ — *Isha 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 


4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra San da Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624S53/4624S 1 1 . 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Chun* TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangefical 

Congregation TeL 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL SH295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 
slightly but remaining higher than 
average but about four degrees 
centigrade, ft will be dusty, clouds 
appearing at different altitudes, 
with a chance of scattered show- 
ers. and winds southwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, it will be 
dusty, cloudy with a chance of 
thunder showers, winds northerly 
active, and seas choppy. 


Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy .......4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 


Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 3661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 


Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL (09)986732 

AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


Shraeisani pharmacy — ,4637660 Electric Power Co 46363S l 

Najib pharmacy 847632 RJ Flight Information....' 44-53200 


ERBCD: 

Dr. Fawa Abal Haifa 252970 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Failed Jabir 984549 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Qumi Alia Inti. Airport .-44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


MinJMax. temp. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman. 

19/31 

——2404 


17/32 

Jordan Valley 

-24/35 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 34, Aqaba 30 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 42 percent, 
Aqaba 80 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Gvfl Defence Depamim -J56611 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigency.. 199 

Rescue PbBce 192,4621111.4637777 

fire Brigade. -4617101 

Blood Bank- 775121 

Highway Police. -.843402 

Traffic Police, 896390 

Public Security Dept....-4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints J66 1 1 76 

Vite&SewaagsGxi^ 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre far Heart and Special 
Surgery 5921199 

Tbelsiain)c,Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Mafical Centre TeL S36813. 
856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 464428 1 /6 

AJtileh Maternity. 464244 1 !2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ...5607071 

Shmeisaiti Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital .5353444 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhH, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775 U 1/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

102)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


10:00 —Bombay (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:25 .Beirut (RJ) 

10:50 ....Abu Dhabi, Dubai fRJ) 

17:40 Madrid (RJ) 

17:45 ..New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:00 Paris (RJ) 

19:00 ....Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:30 London, Geneva (RJ) 

21:19 - —Jtome (RJT) 

21:25 -..Frankfurt. Berlin (RJ) 

^^0 Vienna (RJ) 

01:00 — .Cairo (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FEgfats 

06:30 .LaraacatRJ) : 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) " 

09:15 F rankft trt, Beriin (RJ) . 

U30 —Athens. Rome (RJ) . 

12:00 .-Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) ; 
12:15 — Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) , 
12:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) ; 

13^0 Jjondon(RJ) ; 

21d» - New Delhi (RJ) ~ 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) - 

21C50 Jeddah (RJ) - 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ)^ 
22:40 Bangkok (Rfr P 
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Sanaa (RJ) 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AHA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jonlanian (RJ} information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL (44) 
53200-5. where it should always be 
verified. Information on other flights 
can be supplied on phone (44) 
( 52700 ) 


Other Flights 

06 JO — .Tel Aviv (LA) 

U :00 Sanaa, Ta’izOY) 

12-JO Jeddah (SV) 

12:50 — ...Moscow (SU) 

1^"J0 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:40 - Doha(QR) 

W:0° - - -Paris (AF) 

— .Tel Aviv (LA) 

21:40 — —....Cairo (MS) 

22:20 Jstaobul (TK) 

23^5 iamaca(CY) 

23:40 -Beirut (ME) 

01:15 ..Amsterdam, Beinit(KL) 
04:15 -.-London (BA) 


going on 


Other Flights 

06:15 

07:15 

07 JO 


.1— Beirut (ME) 
.-..Tel Aviv (LA) 

JParis(AR 


Royal Wings (RW) 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukles Halasefa - — 5519220 

Dc RuhfSukkar — 5856457 

Dr, FadlAlKhatib 5865456 

Dc Gbazi Abu Shfltbah 752405 


Amman Municipality Complaints Queen Alia Hospital 560224(V50 
787 1 1 1 Amal Hospital 5674155 


ARRIVALS 


Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 


Royal Jordanian (RJD Flights 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Larnaca (RJ) 


10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Maka Airport 
(RW) ^ 


07:35 —Damascus, London (BA) 

07:50 Jiankfurt (LH) 

12HX) Al Hudaidah (IY) 

14d)0 Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 Moscow (SU) 

1425 Doha (GF) 

14-JO — Doba(QR) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (IA) 

22^0 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 _3eirut, Amsterdam 


10--35 ....Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 
23^5 ..Aqaba ( arriving at Marka 
Ajiponi (RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

0&00 Aqaba (from Marita Airport) 
(RW) 

!Kfc45 -Tel Aviv (from QAIA) £?$)• 
21*A0 — Aoaba (from QAIA) (RW’ 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, May 10, 1998 


Oman Q ueen delivers keynote address 
°unde,jMi World Red Cross/Crescent Day 

I Q i iMMAN (J.T.) — Her International : _« * . , .. - . . 


*um s 


»MHAN (J.T.) — Her 
1 lc *C K Majesty Queen Noor on Sat- 
^ jjay give the keynote 
jjjjess ar the first annual 
fftlritisb Red Cross humanity 
t-djcmie in London on the 
o' cession of World Red Cross 

<4.1X0 nd Red Crescent Day, 

ccording to a press release. 
*0 , \p, Jordan, according to the 

:an v. llUndi ": A GftjJueeo, has had a “close and 
ran-, ih .7 , n ®i*.[uidul relationship with the 
wiled .^d Cross/Red Crescent 
Utelr E%. 4 avement since 1948 with 
u L ^io& founding of our national 
t-.-n i.l'i i United Crescent Society;" The 
Ns^jueen said die International 


irur, 


, ; omTTn aee of the Red Cross 

ri Ws h^tCRO established its region- 


.‘“‘V 1 dj^Iq headquarters in Amman as 
"... k* StaJbaseofoperationsforawide 
_ 1 ’ h Mteiv i,aqge of activities 'in the Mid- 

7 . | : anaclL East that include “disaster- 

: ^ :>JUn ' 1 bm ,v>iief efforts such as braiding 
;»> ?tiin Muie^Tp emergency supply stocks 
;t. < >penm g southern Lebanon, rehahil- 
Smon projects for the victims 


: *uo. 


n,: ;ppe. uho tbe recent earthquakes in 
u German ^^.na community projects 
>hc would p^iicfa as maternity hospitals in 


_ and job creation pro- 

■ R-niadan Afifi grammes and children’s toy 
> ' braries for the disabled in the 

' ™>ne\ was coyest Bank." 

German fan%?She added that “equally 
2 ^mboU jiponant are the ongoing 
for ( >ther pe^ Efforts to introduce principles 
ptian$.“ iv^f humanitarian law into the 
iaC \ [s[j , 0 pT^^fljslanon of the countries of 
e ' unJ the tjvt ® 6 re £ on ' as well as into 
■' go to Lutajj C h°°i cumcula." 


Intemauona] humanitarian 
law is known as the law of 
war and mainly focuses on 
P^dng the wounded and 
the sick in armed forces, pris- 
OTtts of war and civilians 
°™g armed conflicts. 
Queen Noor noted that many 
of the provisions of this law 
^^spired by the teachings 

“Islam called for treating 
prisoners in a dignified man- 
ner. providing them with ade- 
quate food and clothing, and 
after the cessation of warfare, 
to set them free, uncondition- 
ally or against a ransom. 
Treachery and violence 
agains t non-combatants, 
especially women, children 
and the elderly, were prohibit- 
ed," she said. 

These moral dictates were 
scrupulously observed by 
Islam’s greatest leaders, such 
as Caliph Abu Bakr, who 
“ordered his troops to refrain 
from attacking ci vilians , and 
religious sites, and from 
destroying trees and gardens" 
and Salah A1 Din's noble and 
generous treatment of his 
opponents and non-combat- 
ants, Queen Noor added . 

Queen Noor noted that in 
today’s world order, war 
could arise from “poverty and 
disaffection. Violence takes 
root in people who feel 
pushed to extremes, hopeless. 


disenfranchised, and no 
amount of military might can 
provide frill protection against 
it." She added that “our chal- 
lenge is to deline a new con- 
cept of humanitarian law 
based on mutual respect and 
concern.” 

According to the Queen, the 
United Nations has taken a 
leading role in promoting a 
new international framework 
for policy setting. Each U.N. 
conference has emphasised, 
certain fundamental princi- 
ples fra- global progress: sus- 
tainable development, human 
rights, women’s empower- 
ment and the full participa- 
tion of people in decisions 
that affect their lives. “This 
consensus provided us with 
new global norms for more 
responsible and humane poli- 
cy — a comprehensive 
framework for progress,” she 
stated. 

There are 176 national Red 
Cross and Red Crescent soci- 
eties throughout the world, 
inducting Jordan. Jordan’s 
National Red Crescent Soci- 
ety was established in 1948 
and its numerous achieve- 
ments include the establish- 
ment of the Red Crescent hos- 
pital, vocational training, 
health education and first aid 
programmes, supporting 
homes fra the elderly and the 
dissemination of International 


Humanitarian Law, according 
to the statement. 

Earlier. Queen Noor visited 
the British Red Cross head- 
quarters in London where she 
was briefed on their 
international “Family Tracing 
and Messages” services, 
which works to restore and 
maintain contact between 
families during armed conflict 
or natural disasters by con- 
veying messages and helping 
trace relatives who have gone 
missing. Queen Noor was 
shown some examples of 
how people from the Middle 
East have been put in co ntact 
with each other: 

Queen Noor was also hon- 
oured by the Broderers Com- 
pany, who made the Queen an 
honorary member of the city 
of London. According to the 
Master of the Company, this 
honour has only been accord- 
ed 10 two other people: Queen 
Matgreihe of Denmark and 
tire Duchess of Gloucester 


Princess .Alice. He added that 
Queen Noor was chosen by 
the Broderers fra “her nation- 
al and international work in 
the fields of education, child 
welfare, women and commu- 
nity development, environ- 
mental and architectural con- 
servation. culture and her- 
itage” and particularly fra her 
“handicrafts revival and 
development.” 




NEWS 


: -.c-.r.onn. 

'^•wen — l£ 

- T'- nvu»icianpiE 

IN BRIEF 

-re 'emeu; 

: Gillian corn Amman area phone 
- number changes to be 

- ’* 'her', jaid fa - completed by July 

?• earned « 

' T j JQWlDjjr AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
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j !Tne j- end of July. According to 
ja. report in the Arabic 

: -.-atom . ^ M R& " 1 ' nc 

' ^77, ^i^Pfison Walid 
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... ”” -li' ?, x mfe ny’s next step would be 
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directory listing 270,000 
numbers. The present 
- directory was issued in 
■'™ LlWl 19 9 5. The number of 
telephone lines in the 

“'Kingdom was expected 

r»ri larOPd 10 rise to 500,000 from 
ilu the present 425,000 by 
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S. Aral® said. 


.. - „ jdlij 
.< p rrull* 4 ’ 

H>W#1 


-..|r iitiCC 

-W h«s Hf] 

.. .n lie* 

■■ ‘»I 



Jordanian-Falestinian 
meting ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
joint Jordanian-Palestin- 
ian public works com- 
mittee concluded its 
meeting Saturday with 
an agreement under 
winch Jordan will per- 
ibnn a feasibility study 
on the construction of 
die Wadi A1 Nar Road in 
the West Bank. Jordan 
and Palestine also agreed 
on performing studies 
related to the construc- 
tion ; of public depart- 
ments, schools and 
health centres in the 
West Bank, according to 
Ministry of Public Works 
*nd Housing Secretary 
General Bashir Jaghbeer. 
IT* two sides also 
agreed on providing 
Palestinians with train- 
ing courses in Jordan. 



PRINCESS BASMA OPENS EXHIBITION: Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina opens the second spring exhibition organised by Bayt A1 Bawadi, which 
is affiliated to the Queen Alia Fund. Princess Basma toured the exhibition, 
which consists of artefacts, embroidery, pottery and other artistic works (Petra 
photo) 


Housekeeper to be buried 
today after three-week ordeal 


By Dima Ham dan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The body of 
an impoverished Sri 
Lankan housekeeper, who 
died from a heart attack 
last month, will be laid to 
rest at Amman’s Sahab 
Cemetery today after 
Colombo ended three 
weeks of wrangling by 
agreeing to shoulder the 
cost of her burial. 

The niece of Rukmnana 
Kalvachidonaj a door-to- 
door domestic helper who 
died three weeks ago, 
turned to the Sri Lankan 
embassy for help after her 
family sent her written 
permission to bury her 
aunt in Amman because 
they could not afford the 


expense of transporting 
the body back to Colom- 
bo. 

The Jordanian employer 
of the niece, in a letter to 
the Jordan Times on 
Wednesday, had charged 
that the embassy was not 
showing any cooperation 
and told her they had no 
funds to help bury her in 
Jordan. Hence, the 
employer turned to the 
Internet to publicise the 
situation. 

“Finally, the phone rang 
this morning and an 
embassy official con- 
firmed to the niece that 
the burial would take 
place on Sunday after the 
embassy received funds 
from Sri Lanka,” said a 
source close to the niece. 


The embassy confirmed 
to the Jordan Tunes that 
they had received the 
money and that the burial 
would take place on Sun- 
day. 

Over 25,000 Sri 

Lankans work in Jordan, 
mostly as domestic 

helpers earning a mini- 
mum of JD60 a month. 
Many of them have often 
complained of abuse by 
their employers, such as 
working for 19 hours a 
day non-stop. 

Lf a Sri Lankan dies 
abroad, his/her family are 
responsible for transport- 
ing the body back home. 
If the family cannot pay, 
then the government 
assumes responsibility. 


Ministry announces plans to set 
up shelter for abused women 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Social Development 

announced plans Saturday to 
set up the first centre in Jor- 
dan to shelter abused women, 
including those kept under 
protective custody in prisons. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser told the Jordan 
Times that the centre's cre- 
ation follows recommenda- 
tions issued at a workshop 
held in September that exam- 
ined ways of protecting 
abused women in Jordan. 

Participants at the seminar 
were told that between 3CWO 
women are in prisons because 
they have nowhere to go if 
released. 

“The workshop helped us 
discover that there are marry 


women who are held in pro- 
tective custody or simply can- 
not leave correctional centres 
because they ha\e no place to 
go or their life would be 
endangered if they were 
released.” Dr. Mamser said. 

Many women are forced to 
serve indefinite terms in the 
Kingdom’s correctional facil- 
ities under what the state 
terms “administrative deten- 
tion,’’ but what is actually 
protection from being killed 
by family members. 

Police records of the past 3 2 
years show that crimes of 
honour have ranked highest 
among ail murders commit- 
ted in Jordan. Between 25 
and 30 women are killed 
annually in the name of hon- 
our. 

“It Ls our duty to help these 
w omen, and the entire project 
is aimed a! rehabilitating 


these women and helping 
them return to society easily 
and safely." Dr. Mamser 
explained. 

Dr. Mamser added that the 
ministry is currently seeking 
to rent a house temporarily to 
determine if the project can 
work. 

'This is an entirely new 
experience for us, and for the 
time being we arc looking for 
a place to rent to house the 
abased women or women 
whose lives are threatened 
until the real centre is built.’’ 
he said. 

Dr. Mamser added that the 
house will also host women 
who are subjected to any 
form of domestic violence. 

A 1994 study conducted by 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD i indicated that 
there were 4,962 cases of 
domestic violence against 


women registered with the 
police during 3991 and 1992. 

“We will w examine several 
solutions, such as trying to 
find possible partners For 
maniuge, teaching them pro- 
fessions or trying to find jobs 
for them in order for them to 
mix easily into society," the 
minister said. 

The project is being made 
possible through the collabo- 
ration of the Ministry of 
Social Development, the 
PSD, the Human Rights 
Forum for Women's Rights, 
and United Nations Develop- 
ment Fund for Women 
.UNlFEMi. 

“A Jordanian expert is cur- 
rendy working to prepare a 
comprehensive proposal for 
the w omen's guest house, and 
the next step will be to find 
donors to help it see the light 
of dav.” Dr. Mamser said. 


Fifteen 
public 
schools to 
receive free 
Internet 
time 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fifteen public 
schools will receive free Web 
time and reduced-cost 
modems from National Equip- 
ment a nd Technical Services 
(NETS), an Internet Service 
Provider (ISP), the company’s 
general manager said Satur- 
day. 

These schools will receive 
free W eb time and access to 
NETS' Bulletin Board Service 
fBBS) between the boras of 
8:00 ajn. and 2.-00 pure. Mar- 
wan Junta told the Jordan 
Times. 

The service is similar to a 
NETS’ campaign earlier this 
year when home users were 
offered unlimited time 
between the houis of 5:00 pm. 
and9fl0am 

NETS will also sell a num- 
ber of its asset modems, equip- 
ment that was used by the 
company itself, at reduced 
costs to schools that have com- 
puters but no modems, said 
Mr. Juma. 

“We are working to ensure 
that His Majesty’s wishes be 
fulfilled,” said Mn Juma, refer- 
ring to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s initiative earlier this 
month to make Hasbem I, a 
satellite channel, available to 
public and private ISft at 
reduced costs. 

Earlier, Mr. Juma was quot- 
ed as saying that practical steps 
would be formulated to follow 
up on the initiative of the King 
to make the World Wide Web 
available to more, especially at 
the educational level. 

Jordan’s leading BBS will 
also offer free hands-on Inter- 
net training at their premises 
race a week to any public 
school teacher; said Mr. Juma. 

“Providing free Internet time 
is one thing, bra if there are no 
teachers to pass on the know- 
how to students, then it’s use- 
less.” be added 
NETS has 1.800 Internet 
users out of its 3,400 BBS sub- 
scribers. 
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Classical guitarist to perform at arts festival 


By Jean-Qande Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Nora and at the invita- 
tion of the American Center al 
the American embassy, classi- 
cal guitarist Jad Azkoul will 
perform on Monday and 
Wednesday as part of the 
American Arts Festival. 

The Amexican-Lebanese 
musician, now in his late 40s, 
sorted playing the guitar at 
13. One particular aspect of 
his background is die diversi- 
ty of the places where be has 
studied and taught, including 
Australia, Lebanon and the 
U.S n to name only those 
three. Among his teachers one 
can find great names like 
Lagoya — from the celebrat- 


ed duo Alexandre Lagoya and 
Ida Presti — Nadia 
Boulanger and Abel Cari- 
evaro. 

The awards he has received, 
the publications in which be 
has participated, the positions 
he has held and tbe presti- 
gious venues at which he has 
performed, including J crash 
Festival a few years ago, are 
too many to be listed 

Mn Azkoul belongs to die 
elite who have contributed to 
classical guitar’s ament sta- 
tus. The instrument was long 
considered “secondary,” 
mainly because of its limited 
acoustic volume, but also 
because it was not officially 
recognised as an element of 
the symphonic orchestra. The 
“Concerto de Aranjuez” by 
Joaquim Rodrigo was the first 


major concerto for guitar and 
orchestra to gain world-wide 
popularity. 

Describing Mr. Azkoul’s 
ability, the Washington Post 
wrote in May 1995: “He can 
make his instrument sing... 
with the occasional accents 
and hesitations of die human 
voice.” The tone of the classi- 
cal guitar is one of the most 
delicate to manipulate, but 
Ml Azkoul seems to have 
mastered this essential aspect 
of the technique. 

Monday’s programme will 
feature works by Heitor Villa- 
Lobos, Abel Carlevaro, Anto- 
nio Laura and Lourival Sfl- 
vestre. Wednesday's concert 
will feature Mr. Azkoul per- 
forming with award-winning 
Jordanian 'rad player Sakher 
Hanar. 


Over 120,000 to receive JD26m 
in salary bonuses — Lawzi 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Saturday announced 
that it will gram more than 
120,000 members of the 
Armed Forces and other 
security agencies an extra 
month’s salary, according to 
acting Minister of Informa- 
tion Nasser Lawzi. 

Mr. Lawzi said the move 
comes in implementation of 
an order by His Majesty 
King Hassein earlier this 
month to grant members of 
the Armed Forces, General 


Intelligence Department, 
Civil Defence Department 
and the police the bonus. 

Mr. Lawzi stated that the 
payments will cost the trea- 
sury more than JD26 mil- 
lion. Pensioners and military 
retirees are not eligible for 
the bonus, nor are civil ser- 
vants, he added. 

“The government has 
ordered die Ministry of 
Finance to develop a mecha- 
nism to enable those eligible 
to receive the bonus by the 
end of the month,” the min- 
ister said. 

He said the additional 


salaries will be paid accord- 
ing to the total salary' of each 
employee, not on the basic 
salary, as was reported earli- 
er in the media. 

The official declined to say 
where the Ministry of 
Finance would draw the nec- 
essary funds or whether the 
government would resort to 
borrowing from local or for- 
eign financial institutions. 

Hie decision to gram the 
employees the extra month's 
salary coincided with die 
45th anniversary of the 
King's assumption of his 
constitutional powers. 


Minister calls for stronger economic 
ties between Arab World, China 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Supply M timber Haddadin on 
Saturday opened the third 
meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of the Arab<?hinese 
Chamber of Commerce with a 
call for stronger economic and 
trade ties between China and 
the Arab World. 

Dl Haddadin expressed 
hope that .Arab countries and 
China would take major strides 
in bolstering trade exchanges 
and promoting bilateral coop- 
eration in technology-related 
fields. 

In his address to the opening 
session, Haidar Murad chair- 
person of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce. said Jordan appreciates 


China’s political views on 
Arab causes, including the 
Palestine question and endeav- 
ours to lift the embargo on 
Iraq. 

Mr. Murad said Jordan was 
looking forward lo new scapes 
of cooperation between the 
.Arabs and the Chinese to build 
on the historical links between 
the two groups. 

Jordan has established a 
strong foundation of coopera- 
tion with China in trade, he 
said, noting that last year the 
Kingdom exported JDI4 mil- 
lion worth of products to Chi- 
nese markets and imported 
JD72 million wrath of Chinese 
goods. 

Over the past few years, Jor- 
dan has created the appropriate 


climate for foreign invest-* 
ments and has built infrastruc- 
ture to pave the way for new 
enterprises and joint ventures. 
Mr. Murad added. 

Adrian Qsar. chairperson of 
the Arab Chambers of Indus- 
try, Trade and Agriculture 
(AC1TA). spoke of the need 
fra removing barriers still 
hampering trade and enhanc- 
ing the globalisation of trade. 
He also called on China to 
enter into joint ventures in the 
Arab World to increase trade 
exchanges. 

Burftan Dajani. ACITA sec- 
retary general, said privatisa- 
tion in Arab countries is 
expected to further bolster 
Aral>Ounese relations and 
strengthen bilateral trade. 


Dentists’ union elects new president 


AMMAN (J.T.j — The Jor- 
dan Dentists .Association 
iJDA) on Friday elected 
Ahmad Qaderi as the new 
JD.A president for the next 
two years, succeeding former 
chief Sa’id .Abu Maizar. 

Dl Qaderi received 644 
votes against 447 for his only 
competitor, Haitham Naji. 

Out of 3300 registered den- 
tists, only 1,135 were eligible 
to vote since they had paid up 
their association dues and 
membership fees. 

The JD.A also elected nine 
members to the board rat of 
21 candidates, according to 
association sources, who 
noted that the board also has a 
two-vear mandate endinc in 


2000 . 

After his election. Dr. 
Qaderi delivered a brief 
address thanking voters and 
pledging to work for ail den- 
tists and help promote the sta- 
tus and the role of the JDA- 

Before the elections. Dr. 
Qaderi said that if elected he 
would give due attention to 
helping graduates and unem- 
ployed dentists find jobs and 
would try to set a minimum 
salary for dentists, especially 
those working in ihe publfe 
sector. 

"We will l?e cooperating 
with the government to make 
it compulsory fra companies 
and organisations to arrange 
for the appointment of demists 


for their staff.” he said. 

Dr. Qaderi voiced his oppo- 
sition to the termination of the 
association's savings and 
health insurance and pensions 
funds, adding that he would 
resist any attempt by any patty 
to interfere with these fends. 

The new JDA president said 
he would be working with the 
board to arrange training 
courses for the benefit of new 
dentists. 

Prior to the elections, the 
JDA general assembly 
reviewed and endorsed 
reports on the association's 
financial and administrative 
performance, the balance 
sheeL and the 1998 financial 
situation. 


Cabinet endorses British grant memo 
on developing financial market 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet on Saturday 
endorsed a memorandum of understanding to be 
signed by Jordan and Britain on financing the 
development of the Amman Financial Market 
over the coming two years. 

The estimated JDL4I million project will be 
funded as a grant under the British technical aid 
programme to Jordan. Minister of Planning 
Rima Khalaf has been authorised to sign the doc- 
ument on behalf of the government. 

The Cabinet which met in a regular session 
chaired by Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali, 
authorised Minister of Transport Sami Gammob 
to sign a tender agreement for consulting services 
to be conducted by a Japanese firm on rehabili- 
tating tbe railway lute linking Amman and Zarqa. 

The Council of Ministers formed a delegation 
led by Minister of Labour Mohammad Farhan to 
take port in the International Labour Organisa- 


tion’s 86 th conference, to be held in Geneva from 
June 2-18. The delegation will also attend an 
Arab labour ministers’ meeting prior to the con- 
ference to coordinate Arab positions on the con- 
ference’s agenda. 

A delegation led by Ibrahim Badran, director 
of the Palestine Affairs Department, was assem- 
bled to take part in (he 60th meeting of a Pales- 
tinian refugees’ council In Cairo between June 21 
and 27. 

The Council formed a delegation led by the 
secretary general of the Ministry of Health to 
take pan in the Joint Jordanian- Algerian Com- 
mittee meeting on trade and health affairs, due to 
be held in Algeria from May 30-June 6 . 

A delegation was formed from the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs to take part in an 
iniemational meeting on Jerusalem to be held in 
Tehran between May 1 9 and 29. 


V'l' 





4 World News 


Contact Group imposes embargo 


on Yugoslavia over Kosovo 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
six-nation Contact Group, 
except Russia, has decided 
to slap an embargo on 
investments in Yugoslavia 
in response to the crack- 
down in the province of 
Kosovo, British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook said 
Saturday. 

It completes a series of 
measures to isolate the fed- 
eral regime in Yugoslavia, 
he said. 

The Contact Group on 
conflicts in the former 
Yugoslavia comprises 
Britain. France, Germany, 
Italy. Russia and the United 
States. 

The ministers decided the 
tougher sanctions during a 
meeting in London of the 
Group of Eight industrial 
powers, which also includes 
Canada and Japan. 

Their meeting was to pre- 
pare the ground for the GS 
summit of the world's lead- 
ing industrialised nations 
which takes place in 
Birmingham. central 

England, next week. 

Canada approved the 
decision but Russia, a tradi- 
tional ally of the Yugoslav 
government which is domi- 
nated by Serbia and 
embroiled in an increasing- 
ly violent crackdown in the 
ethnic-Albanian province of 
Kosovo, expressed reserva- 
tions. 

Japan said it would con- 
sider its international oblig- 
ations before taking a deci- 
sion, Mr. Cook said. 

Mr. Cook said the contact 
group expressed its “deep 
concern” about the situation 
in Kosovo, dominated by 
ethnic Albanians, and was 
sharply critical of Yugoslav 
leader Slobodan Milosevic. 

At their last meeting in 
Rome on April 29. the 
Contact Group voted to 
freeze Yugoslav and Serb 
funds and warned they 
would block foreign invest- 
ment if there was no mean- 
ingful progress in opening a 


dialogue with the Albanians 
in Kosovo. 

“We are anxious that 
Belgrade should be pressed 
into meeting (former 
Spanish Premier Felipe) 
Gonzalez.” said Mr. Cook. 
Mr. Gonzalez is heading a 
Conference for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe mis- 
sion to mediate in the crisis. 

But Mr. Milosevic Friday 
rejected the latest demands 
that he accept foreign medi- 
ation. Belgrade would “not 
accept" a visit by the OSCE 
envoy to discuss ‘’internal 
questions” that are of con- 
cern only to Serbia and 
Yugoslavia, said a top 
Yugoslav official who 


spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The new investment ban 
applies to the whole of the 
Yugoslav Republic but Mr. 
Cook said the international 
community was aware of 
the progressive position 
taken by Montenegro and 
wanted to ensure that the 
“pressure was felt by 
Belgrade.” 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton had already warned 
that another Bosnia in 
Kosovo had to be avoided 
with “no options ruled out" 
for getting a dialogue going 
between Serbs and 
Albanians in the province. 

Earlier in London, 


German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said he had 
“great concern that the 
(Kosovo) situation is turn- 
ing into a guerrilla war” and 
that this must be avoided. 

Canadian Foreign 

Minister Lloyd Axworthv 
said the situation was get- 
ting “out of hand and 
requires serious action.” 

Violence in the province 
has already cost over 130 
lives since the beginning of 
the year, and clashes 
between separatist groups 
and Serb police have been 
growing almost daily in the 
province where ethnic 
Albanians form 90 per cent 
of the population. 
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More bodies pulled out 
as Italian mud hardens 


SARNO, Italy (R) — More 
bodies were hauled out of 
the debris of southern 
Italy's mudslides Sarurday 
as a row raged over who to 
blame for a disaster which 
killed scores of people and 
made more than 1.400 
homeless. 

Officials put the known 
death toll at 1 12, 91 of them 
in the town of Samo. where 
one man was pulled out of 
rubble alive Friday after 
three days buried up to his 
neck. 

The discovery of Roberto 
Robustelli, 22, raised hopes 
that more survivors might 
be found. But as emergency 
workers laid row upon row 
of coffins in a school gym 
in Samo, those hopes grew 
ever dimmer. 

Dry, sunny weather 
brought no relief to the rav- 
aged towns, hardening the 
mud into solid blocks and 
forcing relief workers to 
attack it with pickaxes as 
well as shovels. 

Excavation efforts were 
hampered because dumps 
where debris was being 
tipped had filled up. forcing 
lorries to drive ever further 
from the disaster site to 
empty the waste. 

Prime Minister Romano 


Prodi. returning to Rome 
from a visit to the United 
States, was to chair a high- 
level meeting later on the 
tragedy, triggered when 
days of driving rain sent 
mud and topsoil gushing 
down mountainsides and 
coursing through the 
impoverished region of 
Campania. 

Mr. Prodi "s government, 
which has set aside 50 bil- 
lion lire ($30 million) to aid 
initial relief and reconstruc- 
tion efforts, has borne the 
brunt of the accusations 
which invariably follow 
natural disasters in Italy. 

Politicians, local officials 
and editorialists have 
accused the government of 
failing to stop illegal con- 
struction or take steps to 
reverse environmental 
imbalance in the poor south. 

They say the government 
was so busy cutting costs to 
qualify for the European 
Union’s single currency that 
it neglected the south, or 
Mezzo giomo. 

The government has 
declared a staue of emer- 
gency in three provinces 
and is to fly the flag at half- 
mast throughout: the country' 
Monday. 

Officials of title province 


of Naples, near Campania, 
have called on the govern- 
ment to organise a national 
lottery to raise funds for the 
stricken areas, where hun- 
dreds of houses have been 
destroyed and entire fami- 
lies buried. 

Italian media have dubbed 
the disaster the “Pompeii of 
the year 2000”, a reference 
to the volcanic eruption that 
buried thousands of people 
in volcanic ash near Naples 
in 79 A.D. 

The civil protection 
department said 1.435 peo- 
ple had been made home- 
less. it has stopped issuing 
estimates of missing amid 
confusion over the num- 
bers. 

Some 42 U.S. Marines 
from Naples Saturday 
joined 40 U.S. Navy ser- 
vicemen already helping 
relief efforts in the town of 
Quindici. Lieutenant Jeff 
Gordon told Reuters from 
the scene. 

A convoy of U.S. Navy 
vehicles carrying emer- 
gency equipment headed to 
Quindici Friday, where ser- 
vicemen erected a camp to 
shelter Italian volunteers 
and set about caning away 
earth from "the excavation 


area. 


Mafia shooting Mils four, 
wounds three in southern Italy 


ROME (AFP) — An 
eight-year-old girl and 
three men were killed, 
and three other people 
wounded by mafia gun- 
men who fired on the 
wrong targets in a 
revenge attack, hospital 
officials in southern Italy 
said Saturday. 

Police said the attack 
was intended to be a set- 
tling of scores carried out 
by the Calabria region’s 
mafia, the N’drangheta. 


The shootinjg occurred 
in Oppido IVIamertina, 
around 60 kilometres 
north of Reggi o Calabria, 
on the toe of It aly. 

The gunmen first 
opened fire in the town 
butcher’s store:, killing the 
butcher and another man 
who was reported to 
belong to a riv al clan. 

They then sh ot at a pass- 
ing car. killings the shiver 
and his grand-daughter. 
Police said tiie gunmen 


may have mistakenly 
assumed the driver was a 
rival clan member. 

The other passengers in 
the car. a seven-year-old 
boy, his mother and 
grandmother were seri- 
ously wounded and 
rushed to hospital, where 
they were said to be in 
life-threatening condi- 
tion. 

Police condemned the 
refusal of witnesses to 
come forward. 


14 Indian 

tribespeople 

killed in 

renewed 

ethnic 

violence 


GUWAHATI, India 
(AFP) — At least 14 
tribespeople were 

hacked to death in their 
sleep and several houses 
burnt early Saturday in a 
renewed spate of ethnic 
violence in the far-east- 
em Indian state of 
Assam, police said. 

A police official in 
Assam's troubled 

Kokrajhar district. 200 
kilometres from the state 
capital Guwahati. said 
members of the Bodo 
tribe attacked two vil- 
lages of the rival Santhal 
tribe before dawn. 

“Most of the victims 
were hacked to death. 
The Bodos used 
machetes and other 
weapons." Kokrajhar 
police official A.H. 
Shaikh told AFP. 

‘'They burnt down two 
villages. We do not 
know the exact number 
of houses that were 
razed or the number of 
injured.” 

Over the past week, 
some 20 people have 
been killed in Bodo- 
Santhal clashes for land 
rights in Kokrajhar. 

In November 1996. a 
clash between Bodos 
and Santhals in 
Kokrajhar. which bor- 
ders the Himalayan 
kingdom of Bhutan, left 
more than 500 people 
dead. 

Thousands of people 
have died in Assam in 
lingering ethnic and sep- 
aratist violence. Assam 
is the biggest of seven 
states in fudia’s troubled 
far-east. 


Tibetans, who reside in neighbouring Nepal, shout slo- 
gans during a protest march outside the United Nations 
office in New Delhi. Nearly 50 took part in the protest 
to show their solidarity with five fellow activists who 
are on a fast-un to -death, seeking independence for their 
Tibetan homeland currently under Chinese occupation. 
The five activists began their hunger strike on April 28 
and have vowed to continue their fast unless the United 
Nations reopens a debate on the future of Tibet Some 
100,000 Tibetan refugees live in India under the guid- 
ance of their spiritual Buddhist leader, the Dalai Lama, 
who fled to India in 1959 (Reuters photo) 


Tibetan exiles picket 
U.N. office in New Delhi 


to demand independence 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Some 200 Tibetan exiles 
from Nepal demonstrated 
outside the U.N. office in 
New Delhi. Saturday call- 
ing for an end to Chinese 
rule in their homeland and 
an international probe into 


rights abuses there. 
Wit 


Ttnesses said the pro- 
testers shouted anti- 
Chinese slogans and urged 
the United Nations to 
appoint a special envoy to 
determine the future of 
Tibet 

A statement by the 
Tibetan group, the Kyidong 
Welfare Association, based 
in Kathmandu, said the 
U.N. representative should 
“promote a peaceful settle- 
ment of the question of 
Tibet and initiate a U.N.- 
sponsored plebiscite to 


ascertain the wishes of the 
Tibetan people.” 

It also called for a “spe- 
cial rapporteur to investi- 
gate the situation of human 
rights in Chinese-occupied 
Tibet.” 

Late last month, a Tibetan 
monk immolated himself in 
New Delhi in the first sui- 
cide protest in India after 
police broke up a marathon 
hunger strike by six 
Tibetans aimed at demand- 
ing Tibetan independence. 
Five others have replace 
them and were still fasting 
Saturday. 

Chinese troops occupied 
Tibet in 1951. The Dalai 
Lama and some 100.000 
Tibetans fled to India after 
Beijing crushed an anti- 
Chinese uprising in Tibet in 
1959. 


Taleban, Masood 
exchange heavy 
fire north of Kabul 


HOSSE1N KOT. 

Afghanistan (AFP) — 
Taleban forces and troops 
loyal to the ousted gov- 
ernment traded heavy 
shells and mortars on 
frontlines here north of 
the militia-held capital 
Kabul Saturday. AFP wit- 
nessed. 

Hardline Muslim militia 
commanders also asserted 
their readiness for a full- 
scale attack following two 
days of artillery, rocket 
and mortar fire but no 
change in positions ^nly 
25 kilometres north of the 
capital. 

“There has been some 
shelling since yesterday 
(Friday) morning but 
there hasn't been any 
change in the frontline,” 
Taleban frontline com- 
mander Haji Mullah 
Abdul Sattar explained at 
his rear-line command 


post. 

Both the Taleban and 
opposition troops contin- 
ued to trade heavy fire 
throughout the day. but 
there have been no reports 
of any infantry engage- 
ments or casualties. 

He said although 
Taleban forces — who 
have been deadlocked 
here for over eight 
months — were ready to 
attack forces of ex-regime 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. orders to attack 
had yet to come. 

l We are hopeful to 
expand the fighting.” Mr. 


Sattar enthused. “We have 
been ready to launch a big 
offensive for a long time 
but the leaders have been 
telling us to wait for the 
results of the talks.” 

Peace talks between the 
Taleban and the northern- 
based opposition alliance 
broke down a week ago 
leaving most observers — 
and commanders here — 
expectant of more fight- 
ing. 

“The opposition are bar- 
baric so how can we, the 
military people, want 
peace.” Mr. Sattar said. 
“No one will accept any 
deal where the Koran and 
Shariat are not ruling ” 

The Taleban hold 
around two-tbirds of 
Afghanistan including the 
capital Kabul which they 
seized in September 1996, 
and have imposed what 
they say is the world’s 
purest Islamic state on 
areas under their control. 

The anti-Taleban 
alliance includes a collec- 
tion of former arch-ene- 
mies, which came togeth- 
er when the Taleban 
attempted to extend their 
control into northern 
Afghanistan. 

It includes the ex-gov- 
emment of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
topgun Mr. Masood, ex- 
Communist and ethnic- 
Uzbek warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum and the 
Shiite Muslim Hezb-i- 
Wahdat. 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, May 10,1998 





vote their conscience’ 


kampong SPEU, 
Cambodia (AFP) — 
Cambodian strongman Hun 
Sen Saturday urged voters 
to select candidates of their 
own choice in July’s sched- 
uled election and ignore, 
but report, any cases of 
harassmenL 

“Don’t be afraid of any- 
one, just vote for whoever 
you love or like, that’s what 
I ask for,” the powerful sec- 
ond prime minister told vil- 
lagers here southwest of the 
capital at a school inaugura- 
tion. 

“The main question is 
your decision who to vote 
for and what party you 
believe can bring your chil- 
dren a bright future.” 

Hun Sen also pleaded for 
partisan political campaign- 
ers not to use violence to 
get their message across or 
try to illegally influence the 
results of the July 26 elec- 
tion. 

“Don’t throw stones at 
each other, don’t fire cata- 
pults at one another no mat- 
ter what any party says dur- 
ing the campaign.” he said. 
“There must be a guarantee 
(that the election) will be 
free Of in timidati on and 
threats. 

“All parties must enjoy 
the opportunity to cam- 
paign ... We must do what- 
ever we can to prevent peo- 
ple from dying during the 
election.” 

He added that while vot- 
ers should ignore any 


attempt to unduly influence 
their ballots, they sbotOd 
report any such incidents to 
the authorities who_ would 
punish the violators. 

Human rights groups and 
others have warned that 
violence and intiihidalioii 
threaten the credibility of 
the election, especially fol- 
lowing Hun Sen’s ouster 
last year of co-Premier 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh. 

About 100 royalist sop. 
porters have been killed 
since he was ousted, 
according to die UK 
Centre for Homan 'Rights 
and no one has yet been 
brought to justice for the 
murders. 

The international commu- 
nity, which has called for 
the deaths to be investigat- 
ed, has also pressured 
Phnom Penh to allow 
Prince Ranariddh, whose 
party won historic UK- 
brokered polls in 1993, to 
return from exile and par- 
ticipate in the election. 

The prince’s opposition 
alliance has threatened to 
boycott the polls unless 
they are convinced the 
environment will be truly 
free and fair. 

While it remains unclear 
whether they will follow 
through with the threat, 
they have thus far met all 
registration deadlines for 
the elections. 

Voter registration is to 
begin on May 1 8. 
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Scuffles break out 


in student rallies 
in Indonesia 
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JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Scuffles broke in student 
rallies across Indonesia 
Saturday as hundreds 
more protested calling 
for sweeping reforms 
amid the country’s eco- 
nomic crisis. 

Scuffles broke out in at 
least three towns on Java 
as students called for a 
complete overhaul of the 
country's political system 
and economic improve- 
ments. 

Another demonstration 
in the eastern Indonesian 
city' of Ujungpandang 
went off peacefully 
Saturday. 

Some 500 students 
from the state Pajajaran 
university in Bandung. 
West Java, scuffled with 
police who blocked their 
way off the campus, the 
head of campus security, 
Suhada said. 

‘Tear gas and rubber- 
coated bullets were fired 
but there were only some 
light injuries when stu- 
dents were beaten or 
trampled over.” Suhada 
said. 

However, a staff mem- 
ber at the nearby 
Boromeus hospital's 
emergency ward said 
“there are many (stu- 
dents) brought here,” but 
declined to give a figure 
or any details on the 
injured. 

Suryadi of the Banking 
chapter of the Legal Aid 
Institute said he had been 
told several students 
were injured by rubber 
bullets but he had yet to 
confirm the report. 

Suhada said authorities 
had shut the road in front 
of the university to traf- 
fic. 

In Yogyakarta, central 
Java, rocks flew as over 
1,000 students from two 
neighbouring universities 
clashed with police there, 
a staff of the Islamic 
Institute there said. 

‘It is still happening 
and the police have 
already taken over the 
university’s security 
guard post in the front,” 
said the member of staff, 
who identified himself as 
Hen. 

The incident started 
when about 100 students 
from the Higher School 
of Agriculture attempted 
to take their protest out of 
their campus, Heri said. 
Police who started beat- 
ing up the students also 
assaulted many students 


from the Islamic Institute 
just across the road. 

Students rushed out of 
the Islamic Institute to 
help their friends and 
started throwing rocks at 
the police who then 
charged into the campus 
after them. Heri said. 

In Jakarta, about 100 
students of the 

Attahiriyah Islamic 
University Saturday 
attempted to take to the 
streets and walk to a 
nearby bus ter min al to 
protest a fuel price rise 
and demand that 

President Suharto step 
down. 

The scuffle broke out 
when the students had 
walked half way to tbe 
terminal and they were 
pushed back into their 
university by stick-wield- 
ing police. No one was 
injured from the incident, 
said an AFP photograph- 
er. 

Thousands of students 
in Ujungpandang, the 
capital of South 
Sulawesi, continued to 
trundle around town in 
convoys of trucks, cars 
and motorcycles, airing 
their demands for 
reforms, said Hasbi 
Abdullah of the 
Ujungpandang branch of 
the Legal Aid Institute. 

“Their main demand 
revolves around urgent 
reforms but their yells 
have since Friday also 
included calls for Suharto 
to step down,” Mr. 
Abdullah said. 

He said there had been 
no reported incident so 
far between the students 
and security forces. 

In the East Kalimantan 
provincial capital of 
Samarinda, civil servants 
changed their vehicles’ 
official licence plates 
into regular civilian ones 
for fear of being targeted 
after clashes there 
Thursday, the official 
Antara news agency said- 
An insurance sal* 15 
manager here said that 
many car owners have 
begun purchasing extra 
riot-coverage following 
the student rallies. 

“The most popular poli- 
cy now is the . coverage 
for riot damages,” “ e 
manager who asked jo 
remain anonymous toW 
AFP, adding the new pol- 
icy would cover minor 
damages up to car burn- 
ing. 
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Hindu 
nationalists, 
allies meet 
to resolve 
disputes 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s ruling Hindu national- 
ist party and its numerous 
coalition albes began talks 
here Saturday to resolve dis- 
putes threatening the multi- 
party alliance. 

An official of tbe nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (Indian 
People’s Party) said the meet- 
ing was chaired by Premier 
Atal Behan Vajpayee at his 
official residence. 

The month-old BJP-led 
coalition has been wracked by 
veSed threats of withdrawal of 
support, increasing demands 
from regional partners and 
corruption allegations which 
have led to the sacking of two 

rah? net ministpr s 

Saturday’s meeting was the 
first gathering of the BJP and 
top leaders from its more than 
dozen allies since the govern- 
ment was formed in March. 
An official called h a “stock- 
taking.” 

The Hindustan Times news- 
paper predicted the meeting 
could see demands from 
regional allies for more cabinet 
seats ahead of an expected 
cabinet expansion. 

Home . Minister and outgo- 
ing BJP President Lai Krishna 
Advani, tbe number two in the 
cabinet, recently admitted that 
die government had endured a 
“period of much pain” in its 
first month. 

He said, however, that the 
“trials and trib ulatio ns” had 
“steeled our resolve to stabilise 
and to strengthen ourselves.” 
The Hindu nationalists 
emerged as die largest bloc in 
India's bung parliament after 
deadlocked Febtuary-March 
elections and had to win over 
around a dozen regional par- 
ties. 

The BJP had campaigned on 
a pledge to qKl cripphng polit- . 
ical instability in India, which 
has had five governments and 
two elections once 1996. 

The government faced its 
first crisis last month when a 
maverick politician from 
southern India, Jayalalitha 
Jayaram, demanded the resig- 
nation of several ministers 
after one of her protdgfe in tbe 
cabinet was forced to quit over 
corruption allegations. 

She commands the support 
of 27 members of parliament 
within the 264-seat coalition 
and could have brought down 
die government by switching 
to the equally fragmented 
opposition. 

Prime Minister Atal Behan 
Vajpayee was forced to sack 
his communications minister 


to placate Ms. Jayaram, who 
also wants the premier to dis- 
miss the provincial govern- 
ment in her southern borne 
state of Tamil Nadu. 

Tamil Nadu is ruled by the 
DMK party, a prominent part- 
ner in Me Vypayee’s govern- 
ment. 

When that crisis blew 1 over, 
another ally of the nationalists 
quit his provincial ministerial 
post following charges of cor- 
ruption. 

That was followed by sabre- 
rattling by Defence Minister 
George Fernandes, a socialist 
leader member of the ruling 
coalition, who accused China 
of constructing a helipad in a 
disputed arpa at the border and 
helping Pakistan to develop a 
surface-to-surface missil e. 

Mr, Vajpayee denied tbe first 
allegation but Mr Fernandes’ 
repeated anti-China comments 
have been an acute embarrass- 
ment fee tbe govemmenL 


Olara OtunniL, U.N. Secretary-General’s Special 
Representive on Children and Armed Conflict, makes a 
point at a Colombo news conference after receiving a 
pledge by Tamil rebels not to enlist child soldiers in 
their war against the Sri l-anfcan government (Renters 
photo) 


U.N. moves to 


implement Tiger pledges 
on Sri Lanka war 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
United Nations said 
Saturday it was working on 
a plan to ensure that Sri 
Lanka's warring parties 
kept their promises to spare 
children from the separatist 
conflict. 

Olara Otunnu, a special 
representative of Secretary 
General Kofi Annan look- 
ing after the welfare of chil- 
dren in armed conflict, said 
the Liberation Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had 
promised immediately to 
stop recruiting child war- 
riors and to halt attacks on 
civilians. 

Leaders of the LTTE also 
promised to review their 
strategies and tactics of 
attacking civilian targets, 
Mr. Otunnu told reporters 
after visiting the embattled 
northern region during his 
week-long visit here. 

Mr. Otunnu, a former 
Ugandan fore ign m inister, 
said both the LTTE and die 
government would be 
involved in framing a 
mechanism to monitor the 
implementation of the 
pledges he extracted from 
tbe two sides. 

He said the LTTE had 
agreed to a monitoring 
mechanism after agreeing 
to five points he raised 
about the welfare of chil- 
dren and civilian communi- 
ties and the free movement 
of people in the conflict 
zone. 

The UJ4. official said he 
was concerned about news- 
paper reports on the day he 
arrived last Sunday, that die 
government was about to 
launch a recruitment drive 
in schools for its army. 
However Mr. Otunnu said 
the authorities had since 
assured him that there was 
no such plan. 

“If you start it in schools 
then it is a slippery slope,” 
Mr. Otunnu said, caution- 
ing the government against 
deviating from the policy 
of not recruiting anyone 
aged below 18. 

During the U.N. official’s 
visit to the north ern Vanni 
region, the LITE declared a 
unilateral truce. Mr. 
Otunnu said both sides had 


agreed to observe "two 
days of tranquillity.” 

However the government 
denied it agreed to the truce 
and accused the LTTE of 
breaking its own unilateral 
ceasefire by killing three 
policemen within an hour 
of Mr. Otunnu’s arrival in 
Vanni Wednesday. 

The military as well as 
t he go vernment has treated 
LTTE pledges to Mr. 
Otunnu with scepticism. 

Army chief Rohan 
Daluwatte said Frida y he 
did not believe the LTTE 
would keep its promise and 
said most of its fighters 
were boys and girls below 
the age of 17. 

“I don’t believe that they 
will not take child sol- 
diers,” Mr. Daluwatte said. 
“It is just not possible for 
them not to recruit children. 
We have seen from the pic- 
tures of captured Tigers and 
those killed that they are 
kids.” 

Military officials als o did 
not take seriously the LTTE 
offer not to target civilian 
installations. 

Mr. Otunnu said he had 
expressed his “gravest con- 
cern" about the continuing 
targeting of civilians 
throughout the country dur- 
ing his talks with Tiger 
political leader 

Thamilselvan and top ideo- 
logue Ant on Ba lasingham. 

“The LTTE leadership 
acknowledged this to be an 
important and legitimate 
concern and undertook to 
review its strategies and 
tactics in this regard,” the 
U.N. official said. 

Security in the capital bas 
been tightened amid fears 
of Tamil Tiger bomb 
attacks. There has been at 
least one bomb attack even.' 
month in and around the 
capit al an d key towns since 
the LTTE blasted the World 
Trade Centre in Colombo 
last October. 

More than 55,000 people 
have been killed in fighting 
in the past 25 yeans and 
about a quarter of the vic- 
tims are believed to be chil- 
dren. 


Beijing outraged at Japanese 
film on occupation of China 
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BEDING (AFP) — China 
expressed outrage Saturday 
at a new Japanese film enti- 
tled “Pride, an Instant in a 
Lifetime,” which deals with 
die trial and last days of the 
often-reviled wartime 
General Hidelti Tojo. 

TEdeki Tojo was the chief 
criminal of the war of 
aggression. We feel shocked 
and indi gnan t over the fact 
that some people in Japan 
produced such a movie to 
whitewash aggression and 
sing the praises of Hiddri 
Tojo/* Chinese foreign min- 


Zhu 


istiy spokesman 
Bangzao said. 

“It is known to all that dur- 
ing World War n, the war of 
aggression waged by the 
Japanese militarists inflicted 
great suffering... the crimes 
committed are proved by a 
mass of iron-cl3d and 
irrefutable evidence and a 
just verdict was reached by 
the international community 
long ago,” he.added. 

Hideki Tojo, named prime 
minister on Oct- 10, 1941, 
threw Japan into war with 
the United States on Dec. 7, 


1941, with a surprise attack 
on the U.S. naval base at 
Pearl Harbour. 

He was executed by hang- 
ing at age 64 in November 
1948 after being condemned 
to death for war crimes, with 
six other Japanese leaders. 

The court was similar to 
the Nuremberg trials organ- 
ised by the allies to try Nazi 
war criminals. 

Making such a film “is 
bound to be strongly con- 
demned by people who face 
up to history and love 
peace,” Mr. Zhu said. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, May 10, 1998 



Kofi Annan calls for end of 


flow of arms to refugee camps 


KAMPALA (AFP) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 

Annan Saturday said 

humanitarian agencies did 
not have the means to 
address and resolve refugee 
problems requiring political 
and military responses and 
appealed for an end to be 
put ro the flow of arms to 
refugee camps. 

Addressing the closing 
session of a two-day region- 
al workshop here on refugee 
issues in the Great Lakes 
region, Mr. Annan said: 
“Humanitarian agencies 
should not be expected to 
address and resolve prob- 
lems which require political 
and military responses such 
as the separation of refugees 
from military elements, 
militiamen and terrorists. 

"Humanitarian assistance 
is ineffective if illegal flow 
of arms and the use*of land- 


mines m camps are not 
checked.” Mr. Annan iold 
the workshop, co-convened 
by Organisation of African 
Unity iOALT) Secretary- 
General Salim Ahmad 


Salim and U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
Sadako Ogata. 

Mr. Annan said that at 
times, humanitarian assis- 
tance became “an involun- 
tary cause of insecurity, a 
tool of war.” 

"The international com- 
munity did not provide ade- 
quate military resources ;o 
separate refugees from 

genocidal elements between 
1994 and 1996” said Mr. 
Annan, who was in charge 
of U.N. peacekeeping oper- 
ations at the lime ~of the 
Rwandan genocide, during 
which between 500.000 and 
800,000 people were 

slaughtered. 

Mr. Annan said: “We 
made mistakes in Rwanda,” 
an echo of his earlier speech 
in the Rwandan parliament 
Thursday when he admitted 
that the world had shirked 
its responsibilities over 
Rwanda. 

"But we should not see 
anymore refugees being 

taken hostage by those 
whose interests are’ to insti- 


gate violence and to create 
instability.” "Mr. .Annan 
pledged.’ 

Saying that the Great 
Lakes region was still grap- 
pling with the consequences 
of that biblical exodus, Mr. 
Annan pointed out: “There 
were still thousands of 
Burundians remaining in 
exile in the Kivu region of 
eastern Congo, and the 
unrest threatened to cause 
further displacement to 
innocent civilians.” 

Friday. Ms. Ogata told the 
workshop that her office 
had in the past four years 
been confronted in this 
region with the most diffi- 
cult refugee problem ever, a 
reference to the mass exo- 
dus of refugees sparked by 
the 1994 Rwandan geno- 
cide. 

Ms. Ogata said thousands 
of Rwandans left the coun- 
try, among them armed for- 
mer soldiers and the dread- 
ed Interahamw-e militia, 
who soon regrouped, reor- 
ganised and launched 
attacks on their home coun- 


try, while genuine refugees 
were held hostage and even 
killed when they expressed 
the desire to return home. 

“There is a growing prob- 
lem of how" to separate 
refugees from fighters and 
how to maintain the civilian 
character of the refugee 
camps,” Ms. Ogata said, 
adding that the problem lay 
not with the principles of 
refugee law, but in their 
application. 

However, she welcomed 
Mr. Annan's call in Kigali to 
establish an "international 
mechanism” which will 
help countries of asylum to 
maintain the civilian char- 
acter of refugee camps, but 
distanced herself from fail- 
ure by the international 
community to step in during 
the Rwandan refugee crisis. 
"The international commu- 
nity' failed to provide the 
support that was needed — 
the support which I repeat- 
edly requested through the 
UJSI. secretary general and 
the Security' Council," Ms. 
Ogata said. 


Ugandan President 

Yoweri Museveni, mean- 
while. blamed colonialism 
as the major cause of 
refugee problems in Africa 
and called for its ideological 
defeat to end the scourge of 
refugees on the continent. 

“To defeat the cause of 
these refugees, we must 
inflict ideological defeat. 
We can’t allow these theo- 
ries to linger and then man- 
age the refugees created by 
them.” Mr. '.Museveni told 
the workshop in his keynote 
opening address. 

The objective of the work- 
shop in Kampala, which is a 
follow-up on the \isii of 
Ms. Ogata to the region last 
February, is to seek solu- 
tions to the forced displace- 
ments in the region, particu- 
larly how to reconcile the 
protection of refugees with 
the security of the host 
country and its neighbours. 
Mr. Annan was leaving 
Kampala Saturday after- 
noon for Asmara, last stage 
of his eisht-nation African 


tour. 


Yeltsin ’s 

kidnapped 

Chechenya 


envoy is 
alive 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris 

Yel tin’s envoy to 
Chechnya, who was 
kidnapped on May 1. is 
still alive. Russian 
Interior Minister 
Sergei Stepashin was 
quoted as saying 
Saturday by Interfax 
news agency. 

Valentin Vlasov w'as 
the first senior Russian 
official to be kid- 
napped in the break- 
away Russian republic 
since it won de facto 
independence from 
Moscow in a 21 -month 
war, which ended in 
August 1996. 

Mr. Stepashin said 
the authorities were 


expecting to receive 
the kidnappers’ 

demands for Mr. 
Vlasov's release within 
the next four or five 
days. The envoy was 
said to be held in 
Chechenya. 

The minister gave no 
further details. 

His remarks were the 
first official word on 
Mr. Vlasov’s fate since 
he was kidnapped by 
five armed men near 
the border between the 
separatist Russian 
republic of Chechenya 
and neighbouring 
Ingushetia. 

No ransom demand 
has been received by 
the Chechen authori- 
ties, who have offered 
a $100,000 reward for 
information leading to 
Mr. Vlasov’s safe 
return. Moscow said it 
would not pay a ran- 
som. 

A massive security 
operation throughout 
the mountainous 

republic has so far 
failed to reveal the 
whereabouts of the 
presidential envoy. 

On May 5, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
warned there could be 
no forgiveness for the 
kidnappers. 

Mr. Vlasov’s driver 
and bodyguard, both 
Chechens, were arrest- 
ed after the kidnapping 
on suspicion of com- 
plicity and negligence 
respectively. 

Chechen figures last 
month showed that 65 
people, including six 
foreigners, were being 
held hostage. The kid- 
nappers normally 
demand heavy ransoms 
to release their 
hostages. 


Cook says he has nothing to hide 
in arms-to-Sierra Leone scandal 


LONDON (.AFP) — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said Saturday 
he had “nothing to hide” in 
the arms-to-Sierra Leone 
scandal as a British firm of 
mercenaries said it helped 
mount a coup in the West 
African country’ with the 
support of senior officials 
in London. 

The operation in 
February to restore elected 
President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah, ousted in a mili- 
tary coup in May 1997, 
was initiated and approved 
by Britain, Sandline 
international, a British firm 
of military consultants, has 
alleged. 

Such action was in defi- 
ance of a U.N. arms embar- 


go. 


London papers said that 
if the mercenaries’ claims 
are confirmed. Mr. Cook’s 
apparent ignorance about 
the British government’s 
role in the sanctions-bust- 
ing arms exports would 
betray deep incompetence. 

“What is being revealed 
in this sorry affair is an 
incompetence so gross that 
it comes close to a derelic- 
tion of duty.” the mid-mar- 
ket Daily Mail wrote. 

There are already two 


inquiries into the affair, a 
criminal one under the 
Customs and Excise 
Department and an inde- 
pendent inquiry promised 
by Mr. Cook which will 
make its findings public. 

In the face of repeated 
denials that there were any 
official contacts between 
the foreign office and the 
security firm, Sandline 
released a letter sent to Mr. 
Cook on April 24 detailing 
contacts with senior 
Foreign Office and 
Ministry' of Defence offi- 
cials. It even claimed a 
helicopter used in the coup 
which* overthrew Johnny 
Paul Koroma was repaired 
onboard a British warship. 

In the letter, it said that 
Britain's High 

Commissioner to Sierra 
Leone. Peter Penfold, had 
suggested that Mr. Kabbah 
approach Sandline to sup- 
ply guns for the coup. 

The U.S. Slate 
Department was also 
claimed to have given its 
support for the operation, 
in which 30 tonnes of guns 
and ammunition were 
flown from Bulgaria in 
February to local forces in 
Sierra Leone. This was 
later denied by Washington 


but a State Department 
spokesman said 

Washington had urged 
London to take initiatives 
to provide logistic support 
for the Nigerian-led ECO- 
MOG force which finally 
overthrew Mr. Koroma. 

The arms-to-Sierra 
Leone affair already threat- 
ens to claim the scalp of 
Mr. Cook’s number two. 
Tony Lloyd, who has 
admitted misleading parlia- 
ment over when he became 
aware of the allegations of 
the illegal arms sales. 

Mr. Cook said Saturday 
“I have noting to hide and I 
am determined that there 
will be no hiding place for 
the facts." He also repeated 
that no ministers had any 
discussions or contact with 
Sandline. 

But Sandline protested in 
its letter to Mr. Cook that it 
had been involved in the 
operation “quite openly 
and with the foil prior 
knowledge and approval of 
her majesty’s govern- 
ment.” 

The letter named four 
foreign office officials said 
to have been briefed by the 
company. The man who 
first raised the alarm over 
the affair, Liberal- 


Democrat Lord Avebury, 
said it seemed there was a 
“conspiracy by senior civil 
servants” to keep ministers 
ignorant of what was going 
on. 

He maintained that both 
Mr. Lloyd and his ministe- 
rial colleague Baroness 
Symons were kept in the 
dark. 

Former Conservative 
Foreign Secretary' Malcolm 
Rifkind asked: “Who’s in 
charge of the Foreign 
Office. Is it the Foreign 
Office diplomats or is it the 
Foreign Secretary”. He 
added: “1 do not’ find it 
easy to believe that... min- 
isters themselves were not 
being kept informed of 
what was going on.” 

Labour MP Dianne 
Abbott wants Mr. Lloyd lo 
appear again before MPs to 
say whether or not he finds 
it strange that in a govern- 
ment with a so-called ethi- 
cal foreign policy, civil ser- 
vants do not keep ministers 
informed on such issues. 

Prime Minister Tony 
Blair has already said there 
will be disciplinary action 
against any official or min- 
ister found guilty of 
breaching U.N. resolu- 


tions. 


Pakistani Christians file past 
body of bishop in tense hometown 


LAHORE. Pakistan (AFP) 
— A steady stream of 
Pakistani Christians 

Saturday paid last respects 
to Catholic Bishop John 
Joseph, who committed sui- 
cide in protest at the death 
sentence imposed on a fel- 
low Christian under the 
country's blasphemy law. 

Joseph’s body lay in stale 
at the Cathedral of St. Peter 
and Paul in his home town 
of Faisalabad in Punjab 
province, where he will be 
laid to rest Sunday. 

Pakistan ordered an 
inquiry into tile suicide. 
Joseph shot himself in the 
temple with a pistol in the 
town of Sahiwal outside a 
court which nine days earli- 
er had condemned the 
Christian to death. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, in a message of con- 
dolences to the bishop's 
family, voiced his “deep 
grief.” 

Amid simmering anger in 
the Islamic republic’s 
minority community’, five 
Christians began a hunger 
strike in front of the provin- 
cial assembly in Punjab’s 
capital Lahore. 

The strikers, belonging to 
the Christian League, sat 
under posters demanding 
the repeal of the blasphemy 
law, which minorities say 
has been abused by Muslim 


extremists to harass and 
victimise them. 

Hundreds of Christian 
missionary schools 

remained ’closed in Punjab 
for a second day ancTspe- 
cial services were held in 
churches for the bishop. 

Witnesses said a major 
security operation was in 
force in Faisalabad follow- 
ing clashes Friday in the 
city, the country's third 
most populous, between 
police and Christian 
demonstrators. 

Armed police roamed the 
streets. Markets and private 
and government establish- 
ments were open but were 
much quieter than normal 
in the charged atmosphere, 
witnesses added. 

Police said a militant 
Sunni Muslim ' group. 
Sipah-i-Sahaba, threatened 
demonstrations in 

Faisalabad over the tearing 
down of a board bearing a 
fundamental Islamic tenet, 
Kalima, during Friday’s 
Christian procession with 
Joseph’s coffin. 

Some groups armed with 
sticks emerged onto the 
streets overnight but were 
chased away by security 
forces before they could 
attack Christian citizens or 
property, police sources 
said. 

Christian organisations 


have vowed to continue the 
struggle for which Joseph 
gave his life. He said in a 
message published by a 
newspaper after his death 
that “sacrifices” were need- 
ed to achieve the goal. 

Leader of Pakistan’s 
Christian National Party, 
Joseph Francis, said in 
Lahore it had become 
“impossible for Christians 
to live a secure and hon- 
ourable life” in the face of 
“religious fanaticism" and 
abuse of laws. 

The Pakistani prime min- 
ister said he regretted that 
Joseph, "instead of follow- 
ing the course of law decid- 
ed to act otherwise.” 

Asserting that the consti- 
tution guarantees foil free- 
dom and rights to minori- 
ties, Mr. Sharif said he 
hoped the incident would 
not harm relations berween 
Christians and Muslims. 

Members of a 
Commission for Justice and 
Peace, which was founded 
by Joseph, criticised state- 
run television for blacking 
out news about the bishop. 

The blasphemy law, 
under which 25-year-old 
Ayub Masih was convicted 
last month for allegedly 
uttering insulting remarks 
about the Prophet 
Mohammad, was enacted 
by then-military ruler 


Muhammed Zia ul Haq in 
1985. 

So far no one has been 
executed and Masih can 
appeal to the High Coun 
within 30 days. 

In 1 995 a lower court sen- 
tenced to death a 14- year- 
old Christian, Salamai 
Masih. and his unde 
Rehmat Masih for blasphe- 
my. A High Court later 
acquitted them but threats 
reportedly forced them to 
quietly leave the country. 

Christians, four per cent 
of the 140 million popula- 
tion in Pakistan, and other 
minorities have demanded 
the blasphemy law be 
amended to provide safe- 
guards against false com- 
plaints. 

Then-Premier Benazir 
Bhutto tried to amend the 
law in 1995 following con- 
cerns from some Western 
countries. Bur she had to 
shelve the plan after reli- 
gious groups launched 
strikes and demonstrations. 

The Nation newspaper 
said in an editorial the sui- 
cide “is certain to send neg- 
ative signals to an already 
sceptical West about 
Pakistan’s legal system and 
the condition of the minori- 
ties.” 

The paper called for pro- 
cedural amendments to the 
law to prevent its abuse. 
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Building on 
human gesture 


THE RELEASE last week of Jordanian 
prisoners from Kuwaiti jails was a happy 
event and a source of fresh hope in an oth- 
erwise troubled region. 

From a human perspective, the release 
ended the agony of families long divided 
and meant that the six prisoners who 
returned Thursday can finally enjoy nor- 
mal lives as promising students and serious 
professionals. 

From the point of view of international 
principles and jus cogens, it signals that 
governments are becoming increasingly 
aware that people cannot be jailed for their 
political opinions. 

From a political point of view, the release 
of Jordanian prisoners from Kuwaiti jails 
reflects the two countries* determination to 
restore full diplomatic ties and resume their 
friendship in the spirit of Arab brother- 
hood. 

At a time when Israel keeps denying the 
Palestinians their rights and puts the whole 
peace process in jeopardy, the Arab and 
Muslim countries of the Middle East 
should put aside their minor, and major, dif- 
ferences and stand united behind the cause 
of peace. 

The prisoners’ release follows on the heels 
of the historic release of around 5,000 Iraqis 
from Iranian jails and around 300 Iranians 
from Iraqi jails in recent weeks. 

It is unfortunate that Iraq and Iran would 
still be holding prisoners of war (PoWs) 10 
years after the war between them ended. 
Combatants should not pay with their lives 
for wars that they did not initiate them- 
selves. Governments should not use human 
beings to settle accounts or to strike bar- 
gains. Most PoWs are simply soldiers who 
come from all sorts of professions and who 
carry out somebody else’s orders, men with 
families, wives and children waiting for 
them at home. Many of them did not join 
their armies out of conviction, but were 
forced to do so by economic needs, unem- 
ployment or conscription laws. Even if con- 
flicts and differences between governments 
are not settled, it is shameful to punish indi- 
viduals for something for which they are not 
responsible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Muness Razzaz discussed the outcome of 
the London meeting which he said demonstrated that 
Israel is the only country in the world that possesses the 
power to say “no" to the American empire. In the Arab 
World Lebanon is the only Arab country that is able to 
say “no” to Netanyahu while the other Arab states lack 
the will to acquire such power. He said it is a question 
of will power and resolve that can defeat the enemy's 
ambitions. It was only when Israel began to suffer from 
the blows dealt to its army by the Hizbollah resistance 
group of Lebanon that its leaders decided to withdraw 
from the occupied south, he said. The writer said that it 
was only when Sadat launched a war on Israel in 1973 
inflicting heavy losses on the Israelis that the Israeli 
leaders accepted the idea of withdrawing from Sinai. 
Netanyahu is pushing Arafat gradually into the lap of 
Hamas and by so doing he is creating a climate for vio- 
lence in the region, said the writer who added that the 
Arabs have the power to say “no” if they are really 
determined to regain their rights. 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Riyad Hroub criticised the 
government for lacking economic plans that would 
guarantee real development. In industry Jordan is still 
very weak and its production is very modest, in miner- 
al resources only the Dead Sea and phosphate constitute 
the main sources of income, but these too are still mod- 
est and the country lacks major industries to ensure suf- 
ficient revenues, and in agriculture the country is still 
backward and the farmers still suffer from a million ills, 
according to the writer. He said in the 1970s the gov- 
ernment announced and carried out socio-economic 
schemes and many of these schemes yielded good 
results and the public was satisfied to see industrial pro- 
jects emerging, dams built and mines opened. But today 
it is regrettable to see the government borrowing in 
order to pay back dues or services on loans or only to 
finance small size projects that cannot cater to the real 
requirements of ihe Kingdom. He said it is not impos- 
sible to change the situation and it is not late to under- 
take very important decisions for the benefit of the 
country and its future generations. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Inflation rate ’97: It’s how you calculate 



IS IT true the inflation rate in 1997 did not exceed 
three per cent? Why do we feel that the rate could 
have been as high as double the above figure? 

There are several ways to measure inflation in a 
given year. Among these are the cost of living index, 
wholesale price index, and deflator of the national 
accounts. Each one of these indicators is meaningful in 
a certain situation but misleading in another. 

The cost of living index for instance reflects change 
in the price of a basket of goods and services, which an 
average Jordanian family consumes, in an average 
month, while the deflator reflects the overall change of 
prices of the gross domestic product (GDP). Therefore 
cost of living index is the right tool to track the reduc- 
tion of the purchasing power of the JD as far as fami- 
lies are concerned- while deflator is more indicative 
when we need to compare the volume of GDP in a 
given year with what it used lo be in the preceding 
year, thus helping us arrive at the real annual growth 
rale in constant prices. There is a deflator for each cat- 


egory of GDP, such as agriculture, mining, construc- 
tion. etc., and for GDP as a whole. Deflator covers 
everything as a weighted average, it includes items 
that may not be part of the consumer’s basket of goods 
and services, such as the prices of potash, phosphate, 
fertilisers and civil servants’ wages and salaries. 

For social and political purposes, the cost of living 
index is superior, but even this particular indicator can 
be calculated in various ways yielding different 
results. If we take the average indices for the 12 
months of 1997 and compare it with the average 
indices of the 12 months of 1996, we arrive at a three 
per cent inflation rate for 1997. This is the figure cur- 
rently applied for all official usage. However, if we 
take the cost of living index in December 1997 and 
compare it with the cost of living index in December 
1996 we arrive at 6.3 per cent as the inflation rate for 
1997. 1 have hardly seen this last figure being used by 
any economist or analyst. _ 

Which one of these two rates of inflation is more 


meaningful. In other words: Was inflation in ISSjfjPSL 
low as three per cent or as high as 6.3 per cent . 

Both figures are correct provided each is accompa- 
nied by a definition and explanation of the methodolo- 
gy employed in calculations. Both of the two revolts 
are taken from the officially published figures. 

The annual average to annual average ratio, Le^ 
three per cent is correct if we are comparing individ- 
uals’ income or GDP as a whole with what they were 
in the previous year, but the comparison of the price, 
level at a given month with what it used to be in die. 
same month of the previous year tells us what change 
took place during the past 12 months, irrespective of 
the situation over the duration of 24 months earlier. 

Averages may be of value to economists and statisti- 
cians who deal with the aggregate figures of the econ- 
omy. but as far as private citizens are concerned, they 
care about change from a year earlier. Thus it is right 
for the Jordanian people to conclude that the inflation 
rate in 1997 was 6.3 per cent not three per cent. 


Challenging the IMF, intellectually and politically 


By Soren Ambrose 


WASHINGTON — The 
Internationa] Monetary 
Fund's (IMF) growing 
involvement in crisis-rid- 
den East Asia has earned it 
unprecedented and overdue 
attention. After decades of 
quietly designing and over- 
seeing the economic poli- 
cies of dozens of countries, 
the IMF has become a hot 
political issue on Capitol 
Hill. 

Conservatives in 

Congress mistrust the 
IMF’s willingness to med- 
dle with market forces, 
bailing investors out of the 
consequences of their risky 
bets. Progressives oppose 
its reliance on trickle down 
economic policies that 
invariably favour the inter- 
ests of multinational corpo- 
rations and rich foreign 
investors over poor and 
middle-class people in poor 
countries. 

Supporters of the IMF, 
including the leadership of 
both parties, appear 
uncomfortable with the 
growing public debate. 
They and the Clinton White 
House have worked hard 
all spring to avoid any 
committee hearings or roll 
call votes on IMF funding 
— even as President Bill 
Clinton continues to seek 
approval of an $18 billion 
appropriation to bolster the 
international lending 
agency over the next three 
years — a 45 per cent 
increase in the U.S. com- 
mitment to the IMF. 

Debate in the House is 
likely to centre on the 
IMF's intention to amend 
its Articles of Agreement to 


mandate the deregulation 
of investment capital flows 
in member countries. Some 
say such deregulation set 
off the financial crises in 
Asia and Mexico. 

The fund also faces an 
unprecedented intellectual 
challenge from its own 
ranks. 

The most prominent and 
outspoken of the IMF’s 
critics is the Harvard 
Professor Jeffrey Sachs, 
who advised the- govern- 
ments of Bolivia. Poland 
and Russia as they imple- 
mented IMF economic 


restructuring programmes 
in the 1970s and '80s. Mr. 
Sachs now opposes IMF 
policies to revive East 
Asian economies. 

The recent crisis, he 
argues in die March-April 
issue of The American 
Prospect magazine, is “a 
financial panic made in the 
private sector" that the IMF 
at first ignored and then 
made worse. 

He notes that in the 
months before the East 
Asian collapse, the IMF 
had expressed great confi- 
dence in the Asian 
economies, citing their 
“sound fundamentals” such 
as budget surpluses, high 
savings rates, low inflation 
and export-oriented indus- 
tries. 

Once the dependence of 
these countries on short- 
term foreign debt became 
apparent, panic set in, 
Asian currency values 
plunged and the IMF 
stepped in with its standard 
prescription: layoffs, high- 
er _ interest rates and the 
opening of local economies 
to international investors. 


As a result. Mr. Sachs 
notes, a “wave of bankrupt- 
cies is sweeping Korea, and 
a massive rise in unem- 
ployment seems set to hit 
all three of the economies” 
— Thailand, Indonesia and 
South Korea. 

The IMF’s own records 
bear our Mr. Sachs's criti- 
cism. Over the past 18 
years, the IMF has required 
more than SO countries in 
extreme debt distress to 
adopt its Structural 
Adjustment Programmes. 
To get access to IMF 
financing. governments 
must subscribe to the 
“Washington consensus," 
meaning they are effective- 


ly required to cut govern- 
ment spending on health 
and education, devalue 
their currencies, raise inter- 
est rates and allow foreign 
ownership of domestic 
businesses. 

If the enforced austerity 
of ‘‘structural adjustment" 
truly led to higher stan- 
dards of living for the 
majority of the people in 
IMF client countries, the 
pain inflicted might be 
acceptable. But an internal 
study, completed by the 
IMF staff in September 
1997, found that per capita 
income stagnated in coun- 
tries undergoing structural 
adjustment from 1981 to 


1995. 

In developing countries 
free of the IMF, the study 
found that per capita 
income rose. 

The technical language of 
these reports translates into 
shocking hardship for 
many. The classic case is 
Mexico. sometimes 

described as an IMF sue- 


Asia needs social protections 
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cess. 

In 1982. it became appar- 
ent that Mexico could not 
pay its foreign debts. The 
IMF put together a “rescue 
package” and, for the next 
decade, the Mexican gov- 
ernment followed the 
IMF’s standard policy pre- 
scriptions. But real income 
fell from 1982 to 1992. 
Infant deaths due to malnu- 
trition tripled. The real 
minimum wage lost more 
than half its value, and the 
percentage of the popula- 
tion living in poverty 
increased from just under 
one-half to about two- 
thirds of Mexico’s 87 mil- 
lion people"" 

In 1994, Mexico was 
again hit by financial crisis;' 
as the risks of growth 
financed by short-term for- 
eign investment became 
plain. The government was 
forced to devalue the peso, 
and foreign investors stam- 
peded to withdraw their 
money. To reassure global 
financial markets, the IMF 
put together another bailout 
plan; since the plan’s adop- 
tion, 20,000 small -and 
medium-sized businesses 
— one-third of Mexico’s 
commercial enterprises — 
have gone bankrupt and 
two million people have 
lost their jobs. 

Perhaps the most surpris- 


ing new critic of the IMF is 
Joseph Stiglitz, the chief 
economist at the World 
Bank. The World Bank, 
which finances develop- 
ment projects such as dams 
and power plants in poor 
countries, is the IMF’s sis- 
ter institution. 

In January, Mr. Stiglitz 
told The Wall Street 
Journal that the IMF 
bailout conditions in East 
Asia might cause a “severe 
recession” by imposing 
unnecessary austerity mea- 
sures. 

It is time to face up to the 
damage that has been 
wreaked by the IMF. The 
IMF’s managing director, 
Michel Camdessus, recent- 
ly acknowledged to a group 
of U.S. church leaders that 
realising the benefits of the 
IMF’s macroeconomic 
model might require the 
“sacrifice of a generation." 

Congress should take the 
opportunity to abandon 
such cynicism and.. reject 
the additional $18 billion 
for the'.EMGF- Jusfcas-.democ- 
ratic governments long ago 
recognised that war was too 
important to be left to the 
generals, the economies of 
the world are far too impor- 
tant to be left to the econo- 
mists at the IMF. 


The writer is on the steer- 
ing committee of the 50 
Years Is Enough Network, a 
coalition of more than 200 
U.S. organisations dedicat- 
ed to the fundamental 
transformation of the 
International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 


— The Washington Post 


U.S. Jewish leaders assuaged 

To the editor: 


AGAINST THE backdrop of no less than 81 U.S. 
senators 9out of 100) who signed a letter to 
President Bill Clinton warning him against pressur- 
ing the Israeli leadership, perhaps it was predictable 
that Secretary Madeleine Albright would run home 
from the London conference and immediately reas- 
sure the Jewish leaders in America that the adminis- 
tration would not “dictate" policy to Israel, and that 
“nothing will ever change the relationship of the 
United States with Israel." These two statements, it 
seems, would be sufficient to undo anything positive 
that might have been achieved at the London confer- 



Two ‘problems’ 


To the editor: 


Staying in touch 


To the editor: 


ence. 


It has been obvious, since the inception of 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s reign, that he has hood- 
winked the American leadership, and has no fear of 
outright defiance of any suggestion that he should 
make some shifts in his policies. If there were any 
suspicion that America would for once come out 
with a courageous position and demand that Israel 
respect international law, this was quickly squelched 
by Ms. Albright in her subsequent statements. It is 
quite clear that America cannot “dictate” policy to 
Israel at this point, after spoiling her for decades 
with unquestioned support. The hypocrisy of this 
position is that it is American support for Israel, 
material and moral, that has allowed Israel to “dic- 
tate” her own' policy of repression and exploitation 
in the region, regardless of world opinion. 

Of course Mr. Netanyahu can go to Washington 
now and continue the charade of “negotiations, 
peace talks, blah. blah. blah, knowing the whole 
time that he doesn’t have to give up anything. In 
fact, he could probably get away with a total with- 
drawal from the peace process, and meet with only 
upraised eyebrows from the American leadership. 

As for the statement “nothing will ever change the 
relationship between America and Israel.” we heard 
Vice President A1 Gore parrot this same statement 
last week in Israel, as has every U.S. leader since 
Harry Truman. This is politics and vote grabbing in 
its most reprehensible form, and only stokes the con- 
victions of people like Mr. Netanyahu, making real 
peace with justice a more remote possibility. 


I FEEL compelled to congratulate you on the wonderful 
service which you are providing on the Internet. This is 
an excellent way for Jordanians living outside the 
Kingdom to keep abreast of the latest issues affecting 
daily life in Jordan. 

In particular, I found the new layout and design of 
your web pages to be an example of user friendliness at 
its best! Keep up the good work. 

Am mar Habjouqa 
Vienna 
AUSTRIA 


A regular e-reader 


To the editor: 


I READ Ms, Alia A. Toukan’s article “Syrian-Israeli 
talks would have lead to Golan withdrawal — Savir" 
(Jordan Times, May 6) with great interest. 

It has always been my contention that Syria could 
have recovered the entire Golan Heights in return for a 
total peace treaty and complete normalisation of rela- 
tions with Israel. But because Syria was unwilling to 
even consider a comprehensive peace accord, the deal 
fell through. Total responsibility for this failure must be 
attributed to Syria. 

This was not the first time that Israel offered Syria a 
total withdrawal. 

Immediately after the 1967 war Israel agreed to relin- 
quish the entire Golan as well as the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank for a comprehensive pact similar to the pre- 
sent Jordanian-Israeli agreement. Syria rejected it then 
as well as in 1995. 


AS A VOLUNTEER working in Jordan over the past 11 
months, I find your excellent newspaper to be essential 
daily reading for its coverage of both national affairs and 
the ramifications of the Arab/Israeli tensions. However, 
I must take issue with statements in your last two issues. 

In a report on the Wadi Mousa wastewater plant you 
refer to “26 existing hotels with 2,700 beds in the area, 
and it is predicted that by the year 2010 there will be 
approximately 40 hotels with 4,000 beds." Personal 
observation and questioning of a local hotel owner and a 
tour guide have both indicated that there are already 
some 64 hotels. 

Secondly, I find an item in your “Society on the Move" 
(May 7-8) to be defamatory in describing most of 
A mm a n ’s taxi drivers as “inconsiderate thugs.” As an 
inevitably frequent user of taxis (and buses), nothing 
could be further from ray experience. Apart from the 
occasional altercation at Abdali and Aqaba Ferry 
Terminal late at night over fare levels, I am pleased to 
say that, like your reporter, I have found them to be most 
helpful and certainly not “thugs.” 

Like your reporter. I have also experienced invaluable 
assistance from one driver when I returned to my apart- 
ment late one evening to find that my bank and credit 
cards were not in my wallet. I was just about to" tele- 
phone my card agency in the UX to report the loss and 
stop all transactions when there was a ring on my door 
bell and I found my apartment porter with the taxi dri- 
ver. He had taken the trouble to track me down to return 
the cards which he had found in his taxi after they had 
tailen from my wallet when I came to pay the fare. 

No Sir. Like nearly all the Jordanian people that I haw 
had the privilege to meet during my stay here, bus and 
taxi drivers are courteous, kind and generous — as well 
as being eager to practise their English on a forei gn vis- 
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EU can and must do more on 
international scene, says chief envoy 
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Following is a statement by European 
Commission Delegation Representa- 
tive in Jordan Yves Cazzo released on 
the occasion of Europe Day, May 9. 

MANY YEARS ago people used to 
refer to the so-called “bicycle theory 
of European integration." The princi- 
ple tenet of the theory was that inte- 
gration depended on momentum in the 
same way as you need momentum to 
keep the path of a bicycle stable. Stop 
pedalling and the bicycle slows down, 
finally stops and then you fall off. Life 
does not always go according to the 
best theories, however. One does not 
necessarily fall off a stopped bicycle. 
Nothing prevents you from putting 
one foot down for balance, (hawing 
breath and riding off again with more 
energy and perhaps a little more cer- 
tainty about the direction of the ride. 

So it is with European integration. 
At the beginning of the present com- 
mission, our view was that we should 
concentrate on ensuring that what we 
do is done more effectively. Basically, 
we have been endeavouring to ensure 
that we have digested the implications 
of the Maastricht Treaty on European 
Union (EU) and to ensure that the 
1996 Intergovernmental Conference 
took account of the commission's 
view on potential improvements to 
existing policies and procedures. 

The point was to prepare the EU for 
■the new challenges of the internation- 
al system. 

And, indeed, there have been far- 
reaching changes in the world since 
1989 and we have not yet seen the end 
of them. The confrontation between 
the Soviet bloc and the free worid has 
come to an end, leaving behind a rad- 
ically changed international scene, 
^sfcere.intemational actors are still try- 
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ome;bave~argued that we have seen. . 
the end of history and the triumph of' 
the market economy and liberal 
democracy. 

Others argue that we are heading for 
a conflict of civilisations closely 
resembling a war of religions. 

All these ideas are interesting. But 
let us look at things from a more prac- 
tical angle. I want to mention two 
challenges to the EU in this celebra- 
tion of Europe Day 1998. 

The first challenge is to fulfil the 
role we are expected to play on the 
worid stage. The second is the enor- 
mous challenge of making a success 
of the EURO, the single European 
currency which is now formally in 
existence. 

I start from two assumptions: 

First, the union's action on the inter- 
national scene and its success in estab- 
lishing the new EURO as a major 
international currency is a test of 
European identity. It is one of the 
essential factors which will allow 
Europeans to identify with the com- 
mon venture in which their countries 
are involved. 

Today not only the peoples of the 
onion clearly believe that we do not 
cany the political weight we could 
and should carry, but many of 
Europe’s international partners feel 
the same. In one extreme version, this 
translates as the union being branded a 
political dwarf, despite the fact of its 
giant status as an economic force in 
the world. 

My second assump tion is that there 
is a crying need for a strong union on 
the international scene. The EU can- 
not be an island of stability in an 
ocean of poverty and crises. This 
would neither be compatible with 
European values nor consistent with 
Europe’s interests and, importantly, 
not in the interests of our partners. In 
Che Middle East, in Asia, in Eastern 
Europe, in the Balkans, we need a 
confident union working with other 
partners. 

The EU does mat ter. But it can and 
it must do more. This means making 
better use of the instruments it has 
developed over the years. 

The transformation of the post-cold 
war international scene is marked by a 
.shift in the weight of the conventional 
foreign policy instruments. There is a 
large degree of internationalisation in 
areas in which the state was so for the 
sole actor within its borders. 

This transformation of international 
relations opens up entirely new 
. prospects for the EU, new opportuni- 
ties to influence world events, to 
assert and promote its values and 
interests. It is a great opportunity to 
achieve progress in human rights; to 
prevent conflicts of all kinds; to advo- 
cate balanced globalisation which will 
■ benefit all; to promote the inclusion of 
'developing countries in world trade. 

This transformation is, at the same 
time, a challenge to Europeans to 


assume all their 
responsibilities. In 
other words: the new 
international stage 
calls for new instru- 
ments. And the union 
has developed such 
instruments in the 
obvious areas of trade 
and development 
Most of the instru- 
ments which matter in 
foreign policy have 
become European 
instruments, in partic- 
ular in the field of 
trade relations; finan- 
cial relations; cooper- 
ation agreements with 
third countries in 
many areas. All these 
matters are now dealt 
with by the 15-mem- 
ber states acting 
together. And in many 
cases, they are dealt 
with exclusively in 
Brussels. 

This evolution has given us a par- 
ticularly strong position on the world 
stage. The European Community and 
its member states already provide 30 
per cent of the total aid to the Middle 
East, twice as much as the United 
States (if U.S. military aid to Israel 
and Egypt is not counted). Europe 
provides 50 per cent of aid to the 
Palestinian territories compared with 
only nine per cent coming from the 
United States. Europe funds nearly 60 
per cent of aid to Russia and the coun- 
tries of the former Soviet Union, the 
United States only a quarter. Europe 
provides 40 per cent of the funding for 
reconstruction in Bosnia, the Ameri- 
cans „15 r per, .cent.. Many people are 
unaware oftbese figures. 

, , Europe is not called upon as much as 
the United States to act as a great 
international mediator, peace-maker 
and guarantor of stability. Thanks to 
its history and its determination, 
where necessary, to take military 
action, our ally can exert great lever- 
age: its financial involvement is 
smaller than ours, but its political 
impact is enormous. 

Europe’s position is the reverse. 
That is what must be changed. I am 
not saying this as a matter of European 
sensitivity, or out of annoyance that 
Europe is only mentioned when it 
comes to footing the bills. The point I 
want to make is that it is our interests 
that are at stake. Europe has just as 
much interest as the United States in 
seeing peace in the Middle East and in 
the Balkans. We cannot rely on others, 
however close their views are to ours. 
No worid power can. by itself, guaran- 
tee our security. And to be honest: our 
partners expect and want us to lake 
our responsibilities. 

I am convinced that it is in nobody's 
interest to see a power vacuum in 
Europe. And to see an economic force 
stand aloof from the affairs of the 
world. Europeans have no one else to 
blame but themselves for their weak- 
nesses. When I watch the slow and 
difficult birth of the European Com- 
mon Foreign and Security Policy, it 
sometimes seems as though Europe 
does not really want to take part in 
worid affairs despite claims to the 
contrary. 

I am certain that our ability to act 
will shrink even more if we do not 
make use of it. I am sure that if we 
stand on the sidelines today, it will be 
assumed that we will do so again 
tomorrow. And we will have a hard 
fight to win back a place whose loss 
today hardly seems a matter of con- 
cern. I am sure that step by step it is 
Europe’s future and safety that we 
would then be allowing others to 
determin e for us. We will lose out if 
we stand idly by. 

Putting together a common foreign 
policy is something easier said than 
done. It is cue that this is an area 
which in all respects is very different 
from the areas where Europe has 
achieved its greatest successes. 

The community first, then the EU, 
have formed an area governed by law, 
where general rules are laid down, in 
the form of laws called directives or 
regulations. Preparing these rules 
takes time — six months or maybe 
even more than ten years. Community 
action, whether it relates to the move- 
ment of goods, services, capital or 
persons, agriculture, the environment, 
customs or transport, is generally 
based on harmonisation and the grad- 
ual elimination of differences. 

We do not have the same satisfaction 
with European foreign policy. A kind 
of tradition has, of course, developed 
over the years, with shared methods of 
working and thinking together. 



But these traditions are in no way 
comparable to community directives 
as regards their binding nature. Espe- 
cially as we are not the only players 
and as the outside world, whether we 
like it or not. will move at its own 
pace. 

What is more, each member state is 
in a different position from the others. 
Portugal clearly plays a bigger role 
than Finland in certain regions of 
Africa or Asia. And Morocco obvious- 
ly has much closer relations with 
France or Spain than with Denmark. 
So member states tend to wield a dif- 
ferent degree of influence or interest 
in foreign policy decision-making, 
and this can also vary, depending on 
the subject. 

It was also thought in the past that 
this heritage could be safeguarded by 
working exclusively by intergovern- 
mental methods. The intergovernmen- 
tal method gives each member state 
the same say as the others in the 
preparation of decisions. Each is enti- 
tled to propose the line to be taken. 
There is no separate body which has. 
as the European Commission does in 
community matters, the role of stating 
the common interest. Each member 
state has an equal say when the time 
comes to take the decision, which 
requires unanimous agreement. 

The simple fact is that intergovera- 
mentalism is not producing the right 
results. There are two things which 
particularly irritate people: the 

absence of action on the one hand, 
autonomous action by some member 
states, on the other hand. In other 
words, Europe's powerlessness and 
the temptation for some to go it alone. 

Europe’s powerlessness, first of all: 
“Europe does nothing, Europe is pow- 
erless, Europe expresses its displea- 
sure but just watches.” How often 
have I read or heard such statements? 

Let me begin by saying that we are 
all too prone to underestimate the 
progress we have made. Robert Schu- 
man himself would be furious if he 
thought we were likely to forget the 
serious divisions that the war in the 
Balkans or the current strain in rela- 
tions between Greece and Turkey 
might have created between member 
states if the EU had not existed. We 
have consolidated peace within our 
frontiers and we are now doing a great 
deal to project this stability on to some 
of our neighbours — I have in mind, 
for instance, the countries of Central 
and Eastern Europe. Enlargement of 
the EU is undoubtedly the most tangi- 
ble political act that we will undertake 
in the years ahead, the most decisive 
step for security on our continent up to 
the farthest eastern reaches. 

The EU constitutes a remarkably 
integrated regional grouping. In 
Europe, collective action is undoubt- 
edly more worthwhile and more effec- 
tive than the sum of what each mem- 
ber stale can do by itself. Take the 
“stability pact" which we put in place 
in 1996 to contain the risks of crisis in 
our nearest neighbours, in central and 
eastern Europe. The cooperative spirit 
of the stability pact is also ro be found 
in the "Royaumont process," designed 
to foster cooperation between the 
countries of south east Europe, a 
region scarred by the Yugoslav con- 
flict. I believe that a regional grouping 
can and must establish a foreign poli- 
cy of its own, something which is 
more' than just the simple transposi- 
tion of national diplomacy. 

We are only just beginning to mea- 
sure what we can do. And we have 
made progress in the past 30 years, 
from the" beginnings of European 
political cooperation up to the latest 
advances of the Maastricht Treaty. 

But it has to be admitted that our 


existing mechani>m> still general r- 
produce decisions that are no more 
than the minimum common ground. In 
its words and in its acts, Europe is for 
peace and again>i war. For democracy 
and against dictatorships. For devel- 
opment and against poverty. 

But, can Europe do more? Can it be 
more effective, in the Balkans, in set- 
ting the right course to attain its objec- 
tives? What action should it take when 
a crisis occurs ? .And how can it take a 
decision when time is short and 
Europe does not have six months to 
think about iL weigh up the pros and 
cons and finally decide? I feci certain 
that European foreign policy cannot 
be reduced to finding a consensus at 
the lowest cost. Europe has other 
ambitions and other duties than to 
form a coalition of boy scouts. What- 
ever the merits of humanitarian aid. 
we do not want to be merely a large 
humanitarian agency. 

I believe that” the" member states of 
the EU with the greatest international 
stature are well aware of this. They 
sometimes despair of Europe and 
envisage going it alone. And in m 
cases this is not because they Sack 
faith in Europe. It is simply that if 
countries have to choose between a 
policy of good intentions and national 
action, between a hamstrung Europe 
and defending by themselves interests, 
which they feel are being ignored col- 
lectively. they will not hesitate long. 
Such reactions are easy to nderstand. 
But is it not evident tha: if >ach 
national reflexes become too frequent 
they will generally harm not ortiy 
Europe but each member state'! 1 The 
danger is confusion, unclear signals, 
ineffectiveness. 

When Europe lacked ambition, it 
could hardly be taken to task for fail- 
ing to achieve anything. Now. how ev - 
er, there is a growing danger that 
Europe will disappoint. 

I am convinced that the approach we 
have adopted in the post has outlived 
its usefulness. And that w e must now 
change our working methods if we are 
to go forward. Cracks are row appear- 
ing in the policy of Ntep-by-siep 
progress, which is based on an 
undoubted willingness to organise our 
affairs in common, but also on an 
equally clear refusal to go beyond 
intergovernmental cooperation. 

The Amsterdam Treaty has intro- 
duced some useful improvements in 
terms of whai instruments can be used 
to channel our common policy, bu: the 
issue no longer revolves around which 
instruments to use. We now have a 
vast armoury of instruments and pro- 
cedures. No longer can we hide 
behind the excuse that we lack ihe 
tools of the trade. It is our determina- 
tion to act that will now be put to the 
test. 

It seems to me there are four funda- 
mental points to be made here: 

1. We must make full use of the 
High Representative for CFSP created 
by the Amsterdam Treaty. 

This will give our action more visi- 
bility. There is no doubt that interna- 
tional politics is also a question of 
individuals. The High Representative 
will contribute greatly to help interna- 
tional actors identify someone to talk 
to, on behalf of Europe — someone to 
build lasting confidence with. And 
someone who will eonv ey information 
and proposals directly to the decision- 
makers. namely the Council of Minis- 
ters. 

2. Wc must prepare our decisions 
more carefully. 

The policy planning unit, as provid- 
ed for by the new treaty, will ensure 
that the diplomats of the member 
states and the commission get used to 
working together — and not only in 


the formal setting of 
working groups in 
Brussels, as is the 
case at present. 

The unit's role will 
be: 

— to help draw up 
common guidelines 
both for the long-term 
and for crisis situa- 
tions 

— to ensure that 
these proposals are 
compatible with deci- 
sions taken in other 
fields under commu- 
nity’ structures and 
procedures. 

3. The scope for 
decisions by qualified 
majority "has now 
been considerably 
widened by the Ams- 
terdam Treaty. 

We must exploit 
this opportunity. One 
hardly needs to be 
closely involved in discussions in 
Brussels to understand that the EU 
cannot afford to spend a fortnight 
debating the minutiae of a decision in 
order to secure everyone's agreement 
— while failing to take action on the 
ground. Qualified majority voting 
must no longer be one option among 
others. It must be the only option. 

Let me add here that we should not 
be afraid of forcing countries into 
invoking the constructive abstention 
clause, thus allowing a limited number 
of member states to act on behalf of 
the union even when there is not uni- 
versal agreement. This implies that 
proper account must be taken of the 
general interest. True, the existence of 
flexibility in our foreign policy 
ensures we respect the special sensi- 
tivities of our different member states, 
but it is important that we make an 
effort to discuss things together, even 
if some member states then choose to 
take selective action. 

4. Compared with our greatest ally, 
wc seem to lack one fundamental 
component of integration: A European 
military decision-making capability. 

By this I do not mean that we should 
create a new army. But now that, in 
the wake of the cold war, the deploy- 
ment of forces abroad has become just 
as important as the concept of com- 
mon defence. Europe is faced with a 
number of questions. How. as Euro- 
peans. do we take decisions on mili- 
tary intervention outside Europe? Will 
they be taken by the EU? By the Euro- 
pear# ai’ies acting within the structures 
being established in NATO ? Or in the 
West European Union (WEU t? Or in 
all these places at one and the same 
time? Will the union member states 
really rule out the idea of ever taking a 
joint military decision? 

In some conflicts, diplomacy can 
succeed only if there is a united polit- 
ical front backed up by military 
means. At the very least, we should 
take on board the words of the French 
philospher Tocqueville: "Reason sug- 
gests and experience proves that there 
can be no lasting commercial great- 
ness which is not married, where nec- 
essary, to military' might." 

The Amsterdam Treaty has undoubt- 
edly made a step forward by allowing 
the council to take decisions relating 
to the "Pctersberg tasks.” opening up 
the way for the union to use the West- 
ern EU to implement decisions on 
conflict prevention and peacekeeping 
operations. But the links berween the 
twu organisations are still too vague. 

The fact is that those conflicts which 
can be resolved by the threat of mili- 
tary force alone are the ones which are 
most visible to European and interna- 
tional public opinion. 

That is why I believe that all our 
member states have an interest in 
bringing their foreign policies closer 
within the European framework. 

J am well aware chat foreign policy 
and. to an even greater extent, securi- 
ty policy is an area where national 
sensitivities are most delicate. 

Ir is through foreign policy that each 
country plays its part on the interna- 
tional - stage and projects its own 
image throughout the world. 

For all ElT countries, whether or not 
actors on the international stage for 
centuries, foreign policy is a funda- 
mental part of their national identity. 

It is therefore vital that each country 
feels comfortable in the community 
framework, in the knowledge that its 
interests are taken on board and 
respected. The counterpart of this is 
readiness to assume a fair share of 
responsibility Or at the very least 
allowing others who wish to assume 
theirs to do so. 

Wc should not lament the absence of 


a common foreign and security policy. 

First, because, despite iiv shortcom- 
ings. such a policy does exist in a 
number of fields. 

Second, because I believe that, fol- 
lowing the Amsterdam Treaiy. we 
have no shortage ol‘ instrument'.. 

What we have lacked up to now is 
the determination to use them fully. 
And what we need now is not to 
embark on new institutional changes. 
Bui rather to clarify the questions I 
have raised today. This is the first of 
the two challenges I have felt impor- 
tant enough to reflect upon on Schu- 
man day. 

I wish to move on briefly to the sec- 
ond challenge. Important decisions 
have been taken in the last few days 
on the single European currency, the 
EURO. Europe will have ipsu facto 
more weight and influence and there 
is thus an increasing need for the 
union to speak w ith one voice. 

Europeans have made the vision of a 
single currency into reality. The 
EURO, w hich from the first of Janu- 
ary of next year will become the single 
currency of 1 1 of our member states, 
will change the destiny of our union. 
The European Commission has done 
everything it can to make this project 
a success. It has been a major objec- 
tive for our president, Jacques Santer. 

One of the first major initiatives of 
the present commission w as the Green 
Paper on Economic and Monetary 
Union launched in May 1995. The 
member states, the nations and peo- 
ples of Europe, found themselves 
asked to make unprecedented efforts. I 
congratulate them on their success. 

Investing in convergence, however 
difficult, is above all an investment in 
propseritv. Never have economic con- 
ditions been so good. Our efforts to 
converge have created a basis for 
growth, investment and employment. 

Already, the EURO is giving real 
meaning to the internal market by 
eliminating transaction costs, putting 
an end to speculation, improving the 
transparency of prices, and deepening 
financial integration. The EURO wifi 
facilitate trade, investment and the 
movement of people from one pan of 
Europe to another. 

The EURO will not only ensure that 
these efforts are irreversible, but will 
also act as a catalyst for great change. 

Firstly, the irrevocability of our 
efforts: with the EURO, there is no 
turning back. The high degree of con- 
vergence will become an intrinsic fea- 
ture of monetary union. 

Secondly, a catalyst for great 
change: the EURO will engender a 
creative spirit, a spirit of enterprise 
and innovation in a strong Europe. 

In this sense, the EURO is an instru- 
ment. it is not an end in itself. This is 
why Europe must continue the strug- 
gle against unemployment and exclu- 
sion. on the basis of the Luxemburg 
Employment Summit and in the 
framework of sound macro-economic 
conditions created by the Economic 
and Monetary Union convergence 
process. 

Ultimately, the EURO will also 
become the most tangible means to 
date of bringing the message of Euro- 
pean integration home to its citizens. 
The challenge is to avoid the EURO's 
introduction being at the expense of 
the consumer: no extra costs, total 
transparency of prices and thorough 
preparation are ihe necessary condi- 
tions for its acceptance. 

The EURO will impose itself on the 
world financial and monetary stage. It 
will contribute to help create a bal- 
anced and stable international mone- 
tary system, it will be a safe shelter in 
times of crisis and a magnet lor our 
partners. 

It will contribute to the strength of 
the EU that will soon welcome friends 
from central and eastern Europe, for 
we must not lose sight of the fact that 
ii is the enlargement of the uniun to 
the Central European countries and 
the concomitant changes in the struc- 
ture of the community’that w ill consti- 
tute the thrust of our work in the mem- 
ber slates and in the commission over 
the next 10 years. 

I started oui by saying that the inte- 
gration process wax like a bicycle ride 
and that we need momentum - to keep 
the process alive. My main point on 
this Schuman day is that the momen- 
tum is there; constructing a European 
foreign policy and moving towards 
the full introduction of the EURO is 
dosing the gap berween the expecta- 
tions of our citizens and of our inter- 
national partners and our apparent 
capability. As always. I wish for 
Europe to have the means: of its ambi- 
tions — the momentum to keep on tar- 
get for the next ccniurv. 
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Palestinians show great 
interest in Jordanian 
products on display in Gaza 


GAZA CITY (Petra) — 
Products by 40 Jordanian 
firms Saturday went on 
display at the first Jordan- 
ian trade fair which was 
opened under the patron- 
age of Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat. 

The opening ceremony 
was attended by represen- 
tatives of Jordanian busi- 
ness and industrial organi- 
sations as well as the 
board chairman of the Jor- 
dan Trade Association 
fJTA). Bass am Saket, Jor- 
dan's representative at the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity (PNA). Ziyad Majali, 
and other officials 

The Jordanian products 
on display include cos- 
metics, scent, chemical 
and metal manufactured 
goods, detergents, food 
stuffs and electric appli- 
ances 

Abu Ali Shahin, the 
PNA minister of supply, 
indicated that the Pales- 
tinians yearn for increased 
economic and trade rela- 


ing that Jordanian goods 
can compete with similar 
products from advanced 
countries. 

He expressed hope to 
see Jordanian products 
finding their way to Pales- 
tinian markets and replac- 
ing the Israeli ones. “Jor- 
danian goods are closer to 
the Palestinian people’s 
taste than others,” he 
emphasised. 

Expressing optimism 
that the peace process will 
take its course despite the 
obstacles laid by Israel. 
Dr. Bseiso called for an 
amendment to the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli economic 
agreements which he 
described as obstructing 
Palestinian development. 

Dr. Bseiso said die PMF 
had signed agreements 
with the Central Bank of 
Jordan on regulating the 
banking procedures 

between the two sides. 

He added that currently 
eight Jordanian banks 
have branches in the West 


Bank and the Gaza Strip 
and that they are offering 
excellent services to the 
public and can undertake 
the task of financing Jor- 
dani an -Palestinian trade. 

Dr. Saket. in remarks at 
the opening session, said 
Jordan hopes that its prod- 
ucts will be given priority 
over others and that Jor- 
danian goods will have 
easy access to the Pales- 
tinian markets . 

He emphasised that Jor- 
danian exporters hope to 
see trade and economic 
relations helping to attain 
political peace in the 
region. 

Zakariya A1 Agha , who 
represented the PNA. said 
the Palestinans are look- 
ing forward towards eco- 
nomic integration with 
Jordan and stressed the 
time has come for the 
amendment of the present 
trade agreements with 
Israel to help achieve the 
Palestinian- Jordanian 
aspirations. 


Jordan gold 
market 
loses 
JD145m 
in 6 months 


By Ahmad Kreishan 
Special to the Jordan Urns 
AMMAN — Jordan gold 
market suffered a JD145 
million loss within six 
months following after 
the fluctuation and drop 
in gold prices. 

Ghaleb Sakijjha. secre-' 
tary of the Jewellers Asso- 
ciation, said: “We in the 
Kingdom have 70 tonnes 
of gold worth JD 600 mil- 
lion. At current prices, the 
gold is worth about 
JD455 milli on ” 

Mr. Sakijjha added that 
gold prices dropped at the 
end of last year and the 
be ginning of 1998 affect- 
ing the demand for gold 
and causing a stagnation 
in the Jordanian gold mar- 
ket 

Mr. Sakijjha noted that 
due to the excessive sup- 
ply in world markets, the 
prices of gold was 
declined internationally. 


Haddadin discusses 
scopes of cooperation 
with Bulgarian team 
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AMMAN (Petra) — For- 
mer Bulgarian Prime Min- 
ister Reueta Injova Sunday 
held talks with Munther 
Haddadin, minister of 
water and irrigation and 
acting minister of trade, 

industry and supply, on 
scopes of cooperation in 
economic and trade fields. 

Ms. Injova reviewed with 
Dr. Haddadin aspects of 
promoting joint invest- 
ments, exchange of goods, 
and encouraging technical 
and technological cadres to 
visit Bulgaria which is 
moving towards market 
economy. 

The minister voiced Jor- 
dan’s readiness to increase 
its exports to Bulgaria, par- 
ti culary of phosphates, 
potash and agricultural 
products. 

The visiting 20-member 
Bulgarian delegation 
expressed their satisfaction 
for the great developments 
being achieved under the 
leadership of his Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Dr. Haddadin said the 


delegation also asked for a 
copy of the Jordanian eco- 
nomic legislations in order 
to examine and to make use 
of them in the Bulgarian 
economic system. 

He added that they voiced 

their readiness to establish 
an economic Bulgarian 
centre in Amman whose 
main objectives will be to 
provide investors and econ- 
omists with information 
about economic conditions 
in Bulgaria. 

On die other hand, Arab 
Bulgarian Chambers of 
Trade and Industry Presi- 
dent Jihad Salem said that 
Jordan will also establish 
an information centre in 
Bulgaria whose job will be 
to spread information about 
the region and to enhance 
trade exchange. 

“We have agreed with the 
Ministry of Industry. Trade 
and Supply to launch joint 
exhibitions and arranged a 
schedule for Jordanian 
investors to visit Bulgaria.” 
said Mr. Salem. 


Indonesia faces ‘severe, prolonged’ downturn — OECD 


goods in Palestinian mar- 
kets 

The Palestinian markets 
prefer to strengthen their 
links with those of the 
Arab World but the 
Israelis are standing in the 
way and placing obstacles 
in the path of free trade 
exchanges and smooth 
export/import operations, 
Mr. Shahin said. 

Praising the high quality 
of the Jordanian products. 
Mr. Shahin demanded that 
Jordanian trade fairs con- 
tinue and stressed that the- 
Paiestinians would like to 
see an economic peace 
between Palestine and the 
Arab World rather than 
with the Jewish state. 

Palestine Monetary 
Fund fPMF) Governor 
Fuad Bseiso praised the 
high quality of the Jordan- 
ian products and described 
them as a source of pride 
for the Arab Nation stress- 


PARIS l AFP) — Indonesia 
faces a “severe and pro- 
longed” economic down- 
turn if it does not take 
timely action to reform its 
economy, while other 
South East Asian countries 
will not start to recover 
before next year at the ear- 
liest, the OECD has said. 

The financial crisis in 
Asia appears to have sta- 
bilised in March, “at least 
for now,” but “overall 
pospects have worsened 
since the latter months of 
1997," the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) said 
in its twice-yearly Eco- 
nomic Outlook _report. 

Asian economies' recov-. 
ery is also threatened by 
the prospect of a protec- 
tionist backlash from their 
trading partners to keep out 
cheaper Asian exports as a 
result of the depreciation 


of Asian currencies, the 
report said. 

Asian countries directly 
affected by the crisis are 
suffering “severe contrac- 
tionary pressures,” while 
other Asian countries are 
suffering a spillover effect 
due to foiling trade and a 
general worsening of 
investor sentiment towards 
the region. 

“In most of these coun- 
tries, recovery may not 
begin before next year, and 
it could take longer in the 
most severe cases,” the 
OECD said. 

South Korea, the only 
country directly involved 
in the financial crisis to be 
an. OECD member, will see 
its economy shrink by 0.2 
per cent this year, but 
return to growth of 4.0 per 
cent in 1999. 

In Indonesia “the down- 
turn is likely to be espe- 
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daily severe and pro- 
longed without timely 
actions being taken by the 
authorities,” the OECD 
said. 

It forecast that the 
Indonesian economy will 
shrink 8.5 per cent this 
year, and grow just 2.0 per 
cent in 1999, after growing 
4.7 per cent in 1997. Thai- 
land will fore better 
because it responded to the 
crisis with “prompt and 
vigorous policy actions." 
but gross domestic product 
(GDP) will shrink 1J per 
cent this year after con- 
tracting 0.4 per cent in 
1997, before returning to 
growth of 4.5 per cent in 
1999, the report said. 

“The prospects for a sus- 
tained recovery depend 
upon the authorities’ abili- 
ty to maintain the viability 
of the banking sector and 
to restrain growth in public 
spending,” it added. 

China “faces a difficult 
task in sustaining real 
growth this year,” and will 
need to give a significant 
boost to consumer spend- 
ing and capital investment, 
the report said. 

“This task has become 
more difficult due to the 
marked decline in foreign 
direct inflows, much of 
which come from other 
Asian countries.” 

From next year onwards. 


prospects for growth in 
China “depend critically 
and increasingly on the 
government’s success in 
reforming the state-owned 
enterprise sector and 
repairing the badly weak- 
ened financial position of 
banks.” 

OECD chief economist 
Ignazio Visco nonetheless 
welcomed the fact that the 
Beijing government is con- 
sidering changes in the 
“real economy" to address 
its problems, rather than 
“short-term changes" . 
through devaluing the 
yuan. 

Hong Kong should be in 
a position to stage “a mod- 
erate recovery" in 1999, 
but “there are serious 
downside risks, particular- 
ly if China were to devalue 
its currency or if bad loans 
to the property sector or to 
other Asian crisis countries 
turned out to be greater 
than now expected." 

Malaysia also faces 
“serious risks,” the report 
said, although its economy 
will continue to grow, with 
GDP rising 1.4 per cent 
this year and 3.5 per cent 
in 1999, although this is far 
slower than last year’s 
growth of 7.8 per cent. 

“The fall in external 
demand from other Asian 
countries along with accu- 
mulating financial strains 


are likely to result in a sig- 
nificant slowdown in activ- 
ity extending into next 
year.” the.OECD said. 

The Philippines has fared 
better than its neighbours 
because it had already 
taken measures to deal 
with debt problems in the 
1980s which cushioned it 
from the liquidity prob- 
lems which sparked the 
crisis elsewhere in the 
region, the report said. 

But a high external debt 
ratio and large current 
account deficit left it vul- 
nerable. and “maintaining 
the confidence of domestic 
and foreign investors will 
be essential to contain the 
downturn." 

Philippines growth will 
slow to 1.8 per cent this 
year and 4.0 per cent in 
1999, from 5.1 per cent in 
1997, the report said. 

Singapore will be hit by 
lower exports of construc- 
tion services to Thailand 
and Malaysia and a drop in 
financial services activity, 
and its banking system is 
heavily exposed ro the 
property sector and other 
regional economies. 

The OECD sees its 
growth rate more than 
halved this year to 3.2 per 
cent from 7.5 per cent in 
1997, rising to 5.2 per cent 
in 1999. 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, hic^ 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Because you so often 
volunteer, people sometimes think you can do every-., 
thing. But if you do, how will the others ever learn-tG^. 
take care of themselves? It's really to their benefit for 
you to back off a bit Make that your excuse for taking 
it easy tonight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You and an older rela- 
tive may not agree on anything except that you disagree.- 
Neither of you wants to be dominated, so you’re play/ 
mg games to prevent that from happening. If you do it; 
on purpose, it could almost be fun. If you’re doing it„. 
covertly, it’ll be painful. The choice is yours. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Lend a hand again titis; 
morning. A friend who’s under stress could use one. 
You can help not only emotionally, but physically. The 
work is not in your area of expertise, but don’t let that 
stop you. Any assistance you can provide would be 
greatly appreciated. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Which item should 
buy. the special one or the one you can afford? You’re in 
love with both, of course. You do seem to be getting 
more successful in your career, so more money should 
be coming soon. But as you well know, it’s best to have 
it in your account before you spend it- Proceed with 
caution. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Plan to take it slow and 
easy. That’ll be happening whether you plan for it or 
noL If it’s a really beautiful day^ you may decide just to 
go for a long walk with your sweetheart. The two of you 
will be able to agree on that, if nothing else. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Your significant 
other wants something you can’t really afford, but you 
can figure out how to make it happen. If you don’t have 
a significant other, the same scenario could apply to 
something you want for yourself. Study the situation 
carefully before making your request 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Pay back 
money you borrowed from a partner. This person prob- 
ably hasn’t asked for it, but even offering to pay will 
make a really good impression. It’ll be hard to make 
contact with a loved one this afternoon. Schedule your 
date for the evening instead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re in the 
mood for love — the slightly dangerous kind. That 
would be with someone you find both exciting and frus- 
trating. Forget about who won or lost the last time you 
played this game and see if this person wants to go 
another round You'll both have a great time. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
better you can handle a big job, the better you feel about 
yourself. By doing something you said you’d do, you're 
reaping rewards you couldn’t have anticipated and mak- 
ing a good impression on someone you love. Have a 
great time while you’re at it 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) One per- 
son^ wants you to do this^another wants youto do that 
You're just too popuiarT You can solve' thisproBTem by 
having everyone over to your house. This could be kind 
of costly, but nowhere near as expensive as what they 
had in mind Fire- up the barbecue! 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) An older 
person and a younger one are vying for your attention. 
Give it to the older one first He or she has valuable 
advice for you, as well as emotional support You hate 
to admit you need it but it’s nice to get some comfort- 
ing, especially if you’re not getting something else you 
want 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There could be 
money coming in today. If you have any thing to sell, 
race over to the swap meet. Or perhaps you have an old 
car you’d like to get rid of. Opportunities like this don’t 
come everyday, so you’d better jump on it like a big 
dog. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wiliams 


ACROSS 

1 Bathwaters 
5 Pond scum 

10 College clique, 
briefly 

14 Categorize 

15 Spherical 

16 Costa 

17 _ Von 
Bismarck 

16 Skirt shape 

19 _ to that! 

20 One of nine 
teammates 

23 Golan Heights 
claimant 

24 Glorifying 
23 Slaughter in 

Cooperstown 

31 Plastics base 

32 Passing grades 
35 One of eleven 

teammates 

39 Building add-on 

40 now and 

again 

41 Long, tong time 

42 One of six 
teammates 

45 Sea eagles 

46 Otf-womartisft 

47 Hammer’s head 
49 Competed in a 

marathon, a.g. 
53 Courtyards 
57 One of five 
teammates 

60 Drags 

63 Ed who played 
Lou Grant 

64 Notion 

65 Curved molding 

66 Lift 

. 67 Carried a tune 

68 Storage 
structure 

69 Costume 

70 Poplar or plane 

DOWN 

. 1 Open positions 

2 Precisely 
meaningful 

3 Out of bed 

4 Skyscraper 
sections 

5 Pan of UAE. 

6 "Whatever 

Wants* 

7 Semblance 
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By Edgar Fo nt a in e 

Dlghton, HA 

8 Add territory 

9 Botanical 
swelGrtg 

10 Helter-skelter 

11 Edge 

12 Sleeve cant 

13 Brown shade 

21 Actor Duryea 

22 Thomas 

Edison 

25 Signer slang 

26 Synthetic 
thermoplastic 
material 

27 Valleys 

29 Cheers for 
toreadors 

30 Golfer 
BaSesteros 

32 Aromatic wood 

33 Sakharov’s 
Bonner 

34 Impish 

36 Opp. of masc. 

37 FSirway hazard 

38 Newcastle's 
river 

43 Slipped by 

44 Pianist Peter 

45 Wind together 
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tWTMa TrfcuwA 


48 Acoustic Organ 

50 Symbol of 
achievement 

51 Chavez or 
Romero 

52 US Open . 
winner Els 

54 *M*A*S*H- 

dark 


55 Cara or Ryan 

56 Pithy saying 
58 Actor Parker 
58 Hematite and 

galena, e-g. 

60 _ Alamos, NM 

61 Inarticulate 
grunt 

62 Goflvt 
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preview of news fro m the Arabic Press 

Jordan National Bank boosts net 
profit by 39 per cent in 1997 


** ONE YEAR after the mer°er 
between the Jordan National Bank 
(JNB) and the Business Bank, the new 
entity, which retained the name of 
Jordan National Bank, posted a 
JD32.9 million in gross earnings com- 
pared to JD20.6 million during the 
year preceding the merger. Interest 
and commission accounted for 88 per 
cent of the' earnings with the remain- 
ing 12 per cent coining from foreign 
exchange, profits generated by the 
securities portfolio and other income. 

The gross profit recorded by JNB at 
the end of last year amounted to 
JD10.3 million compared to JD8.6 
million before the merger. After 
deducting taxes and various provi- 
sions, the bank’s net profit stood at 
JD53 million (JD3.8 million before 
the merger) of the net profit. JD1.4 
million was allocated to the voluntary 
reserve and JD0.7 million to the statu- 
tory reserve. 

The profit and Joss statement and 
the balance sheet were approved by 
the general assembly which also 
endorsed the recommendation of the 
board of directors to distribute divi- 
dends at a rate of seven per cent. The 
distribution is equivalent to a 15.75 
per cent to JNB shareholders before 


the merger and to seven per cent for 
the shareholders of the Business 
Bank'. 

The annual report showed the total 
of the balance sheet at JD756.93 mil- 
lion. By including off-balance 
accounts, the total become JD913.25 
million. At the end of Nov. 30. 1996 
the figures were JD443.5 million and 
JDS 25.5 million respectively. 

Shareholders’ equity increased to 
around JD70 million, net credit facili- 
ties extended totalled JD361.4 million 
and deposits of clients rose to 
JD600.9 million. 

Board chairman Rajae Muasher told 
the general assembly that the bank’s 
capital adequacy ratio was 17.72 at 
the end of last year. This ratio far 
exceeds the Basle Committee require- 
ment of eight per cent and Lhe 12 per 
cent ratio specified by the Central 
Bank of Jordan. 

Dr. Muasher concluded by noting 
that the bank is currently working on 
expanding its network in Lebanon, 
the Palestinian territories and Yemen 
(AI Ra’i +Ad Dustour + AI Aswaq + 
A1 Arab Yawm). 
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Royal Jordanian to replace TriStar aircraft 
with Airbuses on operational lease basis 


By Ghalia AIu! 

Jordan Times Sliiif Reporter 

AMMAN — Debt-bur- 
dened Royal Jordanian 
(RJj will sell its five ageing 
TriStar aircraft and replace 
them with a new genera- 
tion of European A-310 
and A-320 Airbuses as part 
of efforts to modernise its 
fleet and boost its global 
network. 

The whole process of 
selling the TriSiars and 
leasing the Airbuses will 
be completed in a year. 
Nader Dahabi. the airline’s 
president and chief execu- 
tive officer, told a news 
conference. 

The sale of the five air- 
craft to the American 
Trans Air Incorporation 
will help increase RJ's 
operational profits which 
stood at S 1 1 .9 million in 
1997 — a healthy increase 
over 1996 figures of S3.6 
million, he added. 

“The sale of the five 
TriStars operating on the 
Far East and" North 

.America routes will be car- 
ried out in several stages: 
Three aircraft will be sold 
in June. July and 

December of 1998’ and the 
remaining two in January 
and April 1999" said Mr. 


Dahabi. 

He said the sale of the 
five TriStars will save the 
company between S27 to 
S30 million annually in 
differences between’ the 
per hour flying costs of the 
two types of aircraft. 

He did not mention any 
figures for the sale of the 
five and the expected cost 
of lease on an operational 
basis for the four new air- 
craft, saying that RJ had 
not yet signed a sale con- 
tract’ with the American 
company. 

"But given Lhe continued 
political tension in the 
region and the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis, we got a good 
price in comparison "with 
the current international 
prices for such aircraft,” 
said Mr. Dahabi 

In 1996, RJ paid the final 
instalment on the S60 mil- 
lion TriStar aircraft leased 
for the past 10 years from 
Banque Indosuez. The five 
TriStars were the only air- 
craft owned by RJ which 
has a fleet of 17 aircraft. 

"This time. RJ does not 
intend to purchase the new 
.Airbuses at the end of the 
lease period to avoid their 
worn out." said Mr. 
Dahabi. 

"This lease is called 


operational lease, whereby 
the Airbuses will go back 
to the owner by the end of 
the lease period, [unlike 
the capital lease when RJ 
had to purchase the five 
TriStar aircraft after the 
lease period was over],” 
according to Mr. Dahabi. 

.After the sale is conclud- 
ed. about 20 to 30 flight 
engineers who operate the 
TriStars will be transferred 
to the airline’s training 
centres and maintenance 
department or to other 
Arab airline companies in 
need of their skills, said 
Mr. Dahabi. 

He added that the sale of 
the five aircraft will be 
consistent with RJ's plans 
to restructure and privatise 
its operations by turning 
the national carrier into a 
company that operates on a 
commercial basis. 

Mr. Dahabi said a sub- 
sidiary company will even- 
tually be established to 
take* responsibility of all 
airline’s core functions. A 
shareholding company will 
be responsible for ail" non- 
core business units such as 
duty free, catering and 
training. 

"The" sale of the TriStars 
will encourage the strate- 
gic partner to join the oper- 


ating subsidiary company 
that will have a lesser num- 
ber and types of aircraft," 
said Mr. Dahabi. 

He said legal and finan- 
cial advisors will be select- 
ed next month to imple- 
ment a World Bank blue- 
print for a five-stage pri- 
vatisation programme, 
expected to be completed 
by 1999. 

Five global investment 
banks have submitted bids 
to act as financial advisors 
to help the government pri- 
vatise the state-carrier. RJ 
bankers said Thursday. 

They said Citibank, 
Chase Manhattan. Paribas. 
Credit Lyonnais and Merril 
Lynch responded to RJ's 
invitation last March to 32 
global banks to submit 
expressions of interest by 
May 4 to act as financial 
advisors. 

Company officials said 
they also received respons- 
es from eight international 
legal firms among 14 
approached at the same 
ume to act in parallel with 
the financial advisor as 
legal consultants to the 
government. 

The financial and legal 
restructuring of the airline 
will help pul it on a more 
profitable and a sounder 
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administrative level before 
it can operate on commer- 
cial basis. 

RJ operations are cur- 
rently heavily subsidised 
by the government. 

"Privatisation of RJ does 
not mean that the airline 
plans to layoff some of its 
employees." said Mr. 
Dahabi. "We, however, try' 
not employing new staff." 

Plans to privatise the air- 
line. saddled with debts of 
over SS46 million, were 
first floated in 1988 but 
held back due to a host of 
bureaucratic and financial 
reasons. 

With reference to RJ’s 
plans to strengthen its 
regional network. Mr. 
Dahabi said the national 
air carrier will increase to 
three its weekly flights to 
Kuwait and as of mid- 
June. will resume direct 
flights to Tehran after an 
1 8-vear suspension in 
order to encourage reli- 
gious tourism. 


Government 
to award 
major power 
project in 
October 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The government 
is expected to award a $500 
million project to build, own 
and operate (BOO) a power 
generation plant in northern 
Jordan by end of the year, an 
official said Saturday. 

Ahmad Bashir. Secretary 
General at the Ministry of 
Energy and Natural Resources, 
said the project’s terms of ref- 
erence (TOR) will be complet- 
ed later this month after the 
ministry qualified 11 interna- 
tional companies. 

The 300A50 megawatt pro- 
ject, the first such to be tun by 
the private sector after parlia- 
ment endorsed a law ending 
state monopoly on electricity 
generation in 19%, will help 
cover an expected seven per 
cent rise in annual demand on 
electricity consumption 
between the vear 2002 and 
2005. 

Wort; on the project will 
begin in fate 1999. 

"We expect to choose the 
winning company that will 
execute the project by late 
October,” added Mr. Bashir. 

The ministry will also select 
a consultant to assess the offers 
and negotiate with the winning 
company. 

The pro j eel will be commi- 
sioned in 2001. 

Mr. Bashir listed the 1 1 qual- 
ified companies as — ABB 
Enemy Ventures B.V. 
(Nctherbndsi with SNAM 
(Italy) and Amoco (USAi — 
AES Corporation (USA) — 
Ansaldo Energia (Italy i with 
ENEL (Italy) — Bechtel 
Enterprises International Ltd. 
(LUC.) — CEA International 
Inc. (Bermuda/USA) with 
Sithe (USA) and Marubeni 
(Japan) — Electricite De 
France International S.A. 
(Franco — Enron (USAi with 
Mitsubishi (Japan) — El Paso 
Energy (USA) with Black &. 
Veaich (USA) — National 
Power PLC fU.K.) — South 
Energy Incorporated (USA) 
and Tractebcl (Belguim). 
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Hakkinen takes pole in Spain 



BARCELONA (AFP) — 
World championship leader 
Mika Hakkinen Saturday 
swept to his third pole posi- 
tion in five races as the 
McLaren-Mercedes team 
continued their domination 
of the Formula One season 
at the Spanish Grand Prix. 

The Flying Finn denied 
Scotsman David Coulthaid 
a hat-trick of poles by qual- 
ifying 7/10ths of a second 
faster than his teammate as 
McLaren again finished 
qualifying 1-2. 

Coulthard, who trails the 
Finn by three points going 
into Sunday's race, was 
unable to match the pace of 
Hakkinen, who went faster 
each time he was on the 
track to claim the fourth 
pole of his 101 -race career. 

Two-time world champi- 
on Michael Schumacher of 
Germany was third fastest 
in his Ferrari but was over 
1.5 seconds adrift of 
Hakkinen 's pole- winning 
time of lmin 20.262secs. 

The Benetton duo of 
Gioncarlo FisicheLIa and 
Alexander Wurz took the 
next two places, followed 
by Irishman Eddie Irvine in 
the other Ferrari. 

Brazilian Rubens 

BarricheUo benefited from 
a new Ford engine to pro- 
duce his best qualifying 
display for the ailing 
Stewart team and took 
ninth place on the grid. 

Jacques Villeneuve. the 
defening world champion 
from Canada, was only 
10th fastest in his Williams 
while his German team- 
mate Heinz-Harald 

Frentzen was back in 13th 
spot after a late spin. 



Djorkae iff is the 
history man 





PARIS (AFP) — Youri Djorkaeff enjoyed a small slice of 
club history with Inter Milan, but now the French striker 
wants a mammoth portion by helping the hosts to their 
first ever World Cup triumph. 

Djorkaeff. like many top players, got his appetite for 
football from his father, Jean, whose own parents were 
Armenian, played for French first division club Lyon and 
was capped 48 times by France. 

Djorkaeff junior was born and brought up in Lyon, but 
started his career in 1984 as a 16-year-old with Grenoble 
in the second division, spending six seasons in the 
foothills of the Alps. 

He had already begun to developing his scoring touch 
before leaving, but in his first season with Strasbourg 
(1989-90). Djorkaeff knocked in a remarkable 21 goals in 
28 games. 

Snapped up by Monaco within a few months of the fol- 
lowing season, in December 1990, Djorkaeff spent the 
□ext Five years in the Principality, scoring 60 times and 
winning the French Cup in 1992. 

His international career also began to take off, and he 
first caught people's attention in Italy in 1994. 

France played the future finalists in a p re- World Cup 
friendly and Djorkaeff scored the only goal — putting the 
ball past the' man who is now his club teammate, 
Gianluca Pagliuca. 

Djorkaeff eventually left Monaco to join Paris St 
Germain for a memorable season in 1995-96, when PSG 
became only the second French club to win a continental 
trophy as they Lifted the European Cup Winners Cup. 

Weeks later, he was back on Lhe scoresheet as France 
reached the semi-finals of the 1996 European champi- 
onships in England before bowing out on penalties to the 
Czech Republic. 



Michael Laudrup to 
retire after World Cup 


Djorkaeff made a promising start to his career in Italy, 
with 14 league goals in his first season — including an 


Mika Hakkinen of Finland gestures in the pits during a training session for the 
upcoming Spanish F6rmula One Grand Prix at Montmelo racetrack May 9. 
Hakkinen took the pole position (Reuters photo) 


airborne scissor-kick against AS Roma which so 
impressed his new club that they printed a picture of it 
over the 1997-98 season tickets. 

‘Tve gone down in Inter history," he said. “And that's 
something I’m really proud of.” 

This season, his skills have been harnessed as 
Ronaldo's strike partner, with mixed results. 

“I really want to do well at the World Cup,” says 
Djorkaeff. “There's no point hiding it, it will be the 
biggest moment of my career.” 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — Ajax striker Michael 
Laudrup. one of Denmark’s greatest ever players, told 
Danish television on Friday he would retire from foot- 
ball after the World Cup. 

“It’s a very difficult decision, but I think it's time^to, 
stop and do something else," said Laudrup, who turns 
34 on June 15, the week the World Cup starts in 
France. 

“I could have continued for another season, but I 
wanted to go out at the top." he explained. 

Laudrup. who is set to line up alongside his 
Cbelsea-bound brother Brian in the World Cup, has 
won 97 Danish caps and scored 36 goals. 

Over the past 13 years, Laudrup has won a host of 
major honours with Juventus (one league title and one 
Intercontinental Cup), Barcelona (four league titles 
and one European Cup), Real Madrid (one league 
title) and Ajax (1 league title). 
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HAMBURG (AFP) — A 
double fault cost French 
Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten $47,000 as he threw 
away the chance of a place 
in the semi-finals of the 
Licher German Open. 

Thai sum was the differ- 
ence in prize money 
between reaching the quar- 
ter-finals or the last four. 

The hapless Brazilian's 
only double-fault of the 
match came as he led 7-6 in 
a second set tiebreak against 
fourth seed Alex Corretja, 
and after he had held anoth- 
er match point at 6-5 which 
was lost with a wide fore- 
hand. 

Corretja survived to level 
the match and claim a 4-6, 7- 
6 (10/8), 6-4 victory after a 
two hour 47-minute strug- 
gle. 

Corretja faces fellow 
Spaniard Felix Mantilla in 
the semi-finals. Ninth-seed- 
ed Mantilla benefited from a 
retirement by 16th seed 
Goran Ivanisevic, who was 
suffering from a respiratory 
infection and quit after los- 
ing the first eight games. 

The Croatian was found to 
be suffering from low blood 
pressure but said afterwards 
he felt much better. 

The other semi-final will 
pit sixth seed Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia against the 
unseeded Albert Costa of 
Spain. Kucera held off a 
bright start by the unseeded 
Thomas Muster to win 6-3, 
6-2, and Costa beat unseed- 
ed Frenchman Fabrice 
Santoro 6-3, 6-4. 

Fifth-seeded Kuerten 
claimed the opening set by 
breaking Corretja to love to 
lead 5-4, and then broke to 
lead 1-0 in tbe second set 
with a scorching forehand 
winner down the line. 

But the Brazilian dropped 
his serve from 40-0 to allow 
Corretja to level at 3-3, and 
then after saving a set point 
at 6-5 threw away the chance 
of victory in the tiebreak. 

In the final set, Correrja 
gained an early break and 




MADRID (AFP) — Atletico 
Madrid’s Brazilian international 
Juninho spoke Wednesday of his bit- 
ter disappointment at being left out 
of his country's World Cup squad. 

Juninho. who starred in the 
Premiership with Middlesbrough 
last season but ironically left for 
Madrid believing that be would be 
more visible to coach Mario Zagallo 
playing in the Spanish, said he had 
been omitted for “tactical'’ reasons. 

“Anyone who says differently is 


lying as I have totally recovered," 
said Juninho, who made his come- 
back for Atletico on Sunday after a 
three-month lay-off with a broken 

leg- ■ 

“I did everything I could to be 
ready to play in the World Cup,” said 
the 25-year-old, who underwent spe- 
cial fitness training following his 
injury. 

And in an apparent swipe at 
Zagallo he said; “There are certain 
players who do not maintain good 


discipline and yet bag all the prizes 
going. I am going to have to reflect 
whether it's worth having that disci- 

pline ^prnot^T .. 

• - But he insisted his observation was 
.not directed, at Rprenpaa,. ^star i 
Edmundo, who has had several run- 
ins with Zagallo over disciplinary 
matters. 

Juninho, 25, also said he realised 
he had to accept the opinion of 
Zagallo and his staff if they pre- 
ferred other players to him. 
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Maldini steps up to the big league 




PARIS (AFP) — Cesare 
Maldini is betting that 
nearly half a century in 
football will see him right 
in his first and last World 
Cup finals as Italy's coach. 

Maldini. 66, got the top 
job in December 1996 on 
the strength of his crack 
record at Under-21 level, 
following Arrigo Sacchi's 
resignation in the wake of 
the Italian fiasco at Euro 
*96. 

Now he prepares for his 
first ever major tourna- 
ment in the senior hot seat, 
hoping to repeat the suc- 
cess he once witnessed as 
Enzo Bearzot's deputy at 


the 1982 World Cup finals 
in Spain. 

As a player, Maldini 
enjoyed success at club 
level with AC Milan, but 
never really cut it on the 
international stage. 

He spent 12 years with 
Milan (1954-66), winning 
the Italian league title four 
times and becoming tbe 
first Italian to hold the 
European Cup aloft when 
his team beat Eusebio’s 
Benfica at Wembley in 
1963. 

However, he was only 
capped 14 times by Italy 
in his whole career and he 
moved into coaching in 


1967, in charge of Milan’s 
youth team. 

Maldini took over the 
top job from 1970-74, as 
Milan won tbe Italian Cup 
twice and the European 
Cup Winners' Cup once, 
before finally leaving the 
club. 

After five seasons in the 
wilderness with Foggia, 
Tern ana and Parma, he 
joined tbe national federa- 
tion in 1980. and took over 
the Under-21s in 1986. 

It proved to be a shrewd 
move as Maldini guided 
Italy to three consecutive 
victories in the European 
championships — 1992. 


1994 and 1996. 

He built up a good rela- 
tionship with the young- 
sters, several of whom he 
will be taking to France, 
and also won the federa- 
tion's vote when it came to 
replacing Sacchi. 

Maldini’s national team, 
captained by son Paolo, 
has so far been solid but 
not sparkling — with 
seven wins, six draws and 
one defeat to England. It 
was good enough to quali- 
fy, but they will have to do 
better in France. 


Thomas Muster 


despite some strong resis- 
tance from Kuerten, espe- 
cially in the final stages, that 
was enough to settle the out- 
come. 

• “I just tried to hit a normal 
serve.” said Kuerten. “It was 
my only double-fault, and in 
the third set it kept coming 
back in my mind. It's a big 
loss for me and my biggest 
disappointment this year. 

"But every day I'm learn- 
ing something new, and I 
have great expectations for 
Paris.” 

Muster was unable to 
maintain an impressive start, 
in which he led 3-1. “I think 
I started pretty welL" said 
Muster. "I felt comfortable 
and had a lot of chances to 


go ahead 4-1. but lost my 
concentration and slowed 
my game down a little bit. 
My footwork wasn’t as 
aggressive as in the other 
matches. 

“He played very well from 
when he came back to 3-3. 
He can wrong-foot you. and 
he started playing more top- 
spin, high balls which kept 
me way behind the baseline. 
I didn't force enough. I did- 
n’t really attack the ball 
enough to make him rally 
with me the way I did in the 
first four of five games." 

Kucera, who is coached by 
Miloslav Mecir and shows 
many of his graceful proper- 
ties. admitted that Muster 
had placed him under early 


pressure. 

The quietly spoken 
Slovak, who at the begin- 
ning of the year won the 
Hopman Cup and Sydney 
and was a semi-finalist at the 
Australian Open. now 
believes he has a chance of 
winning the upcoming 
French Open. 


"Everything is possible. I 
wouldn't say I was the 
favourite, but I'll try every 
match and if I play like this 
for sure I can win the French 
Open," he insisted. 

A single break of serve in 
each set, for 2-0 in the first 
and 1-0 in the second, was 
enough to earn Costa victory 
over Santoro. 


Nilis has the scoring knack for Belgium 


PARIS (AFP) — Luc Nilis is the man 
responsible for Belgium's spot at the 
1998 World Cup finals. The 3 0-y ear- 
old PSV Eindhoven spearhead scored 
twice against the Republic of Ireland 
in the two-leg European playoffs to 
seal Belgium's spot and, late in his 
career, has begun to emerge as an 
international striker of genuine men- 
ace. 

Nilis. who started his career with 
Wintenslag, scored more than 100 
goals in six seasons with Belgian 
League powerhouses Anderlecht, but 
he took four years to score his first 
goal at international level. It finally 
came against Zambia. 

Now, as he closes in on 50 interna- 


tional appearances, he is likely to be a 
key figure for a Belgian side that have 
only once made it past the second 
round at the World Cup — when they 
made the semi-finals in 1986. 

Some critics say tbe Belgian team is 
too old. Supporters say it is battle- 
hardened. 

The strength in depth is obvious, 
though- Nilis, who scored four qualify- 
ing goals in all in just six appearances, 
is by no means a certain starter as the 
Belgians start their fifth straight World 
Cup finals campaign. 

Belgian coach Georges Leekens also 
has to consider Nilis's PSV Eindhoven 
teammate Gilies de Bade, Brazilian- 
bom Luis Oliveira and Marc Wilmots 


for striking berths. 

Nilis, who is both powerful and an 
opportunist, missed the first three 
months of the current season with an 
ankle injury but has been in fine form 
since the new year. 

He was a key man as the Red Devils 
won last year’s Dutch league title — 
scoring 21 goals in the process — arid 
the drop in his supply of goals this sea- 
son may have played a part ro- 
Eindhoven losing the title to Ajax. ’ 

Nilis’ early season absence could,",- : 
however, mean he is fresher going into. !.■ 
the World Cup finals than many of his ' 
rivals. The Belgian fens will certainty ' 
•a lives Up to ni ckname of . 

T-ncky Luc" in France. . 
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Bruce Willis & 
Gary Oldman ... in 


Robert De Niro & 
Sharon Stone ... in 




THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CASINO 


The biggest cinema production 

TITANIC 


Meg Ryan .. in 

ADDICTED TO LOVE 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 
SJfrm Segall .. in 

FIRE DOWN BELOW 

Shows: 1230, 6.-15, l(h30 


ABDOUN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 9:00 


Shows: 12:00,3:00,7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


IS MAIL IA RAYEH GAI . KAMANANA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, S - 30, 10:30 


]ohn Travolta ....in 

SHE IS SO LOVELY 
& . 

still showing evenings 

^ TITANIC j 


ABDOUN 


n 


A1 Pacino ...in 

DONIE BRASCO 
& 

still showing evenings 

TITANIC 
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Sports 

Jordan plays Syria in U-19 
Asian Cup qualifiers 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s Under- 19 
national soccer team Sunday plays its Syrian 
counterpan on the opening day of Group 
Two of the 31st Asian Cup qualifiers which 
conclude in Beirut May 15. 

The group also includes the Lebanese and 
Saudi teams who will meet later in the 
evening- The four teams will play a one 
round competition to determine the group 
winner to the 10-team Asian finals in 
Bangkok, Thailand in October 

Thirty-nine nations are contesting the pre- 
liminary round qualifiers of the event divid- 
ed into nine groups. The finals will include 
the top team in each group and the host 
nation. 

Four teams — the top three finalists and 
the previous Asian champion — will then 
qualify to the youth World Cup in Nigeria in 
1999. 

The Jordanian team is just out of a week- 
long training camp in Egypt, where they won 
one match and lost another two. 


They also bad another camp in Baghdad 
where they drew CM) with Baghdad's city 
team and lost 4-0 to the Iraqi youth team. 
The Syrian team, who won the title in 
1994, trained in Tartous, Syria and Kuwait 
before arriving in Beirut. 

Together with one-time titlist Saudi 
Arabia, the Syrians are considered favourites 
to clinch the qualifying berth from the group. 
Bmtfna gronps are: 

Group I: Iran, Qatar. Bahrain. Yemen 
Group 2: Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Syria 

Group 3: UAE, Kuwait. Oman, Palestine 
Group 4: Iraq, Uzbekistan. Nepal, 
Turkmenistan. Democratic Rep. of Korea 
Group 5: Bangladesh. Sri Lanka. 

Tajikistan, Kazakhstan 
Group 6: India, Maldives. Kyrgizstan. 
Pakistan, Bhutan 

Group 7: China, Malaysia, Singapore. 
Laos, Guam 

Group 8: Japan, Hong Kong, Vietnam. 
Brunei 

Group 9: Korea, Indonesia, Chinese 
Taipei, Philippines 
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Hingis starts fast, ends slow to beat Koumikova 
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ROME (AFP) — Martina 
• Hingis on Friday preserved 
her unblemished record 
against fellow teenage rival 
Anna Koumikova — but 
the Swiss world number one 
1 took no fewer than six 
match points to reach die 
semi-finals of the $926,250 
Italian Open. 

Hingis eventually carved 
out a 6-2, 6-4 victory over 
die Russian and move into 
Ac semifinals at the Faro 
Italico. 

There she plays either 
sometimes-sparring partner 
Milana Lucie, 16, of 
Croatia or French 1 2th seed 
Sandrine Testud, who were 
: faring offlater. — ■ ■■ 

The 17-yeaiM>ld -Hingis 
was simmering after die 
drawn-out win over 
Koumikova, her fourth over 
Koumikova with the loss of 
just one set in a series which 
began at the French Open in 
1997. 

“I don’t know whether to 
laugh or cry,” said. Hingis. 
T won the match and I’m in 
die semi-finals. It’s better 
not to talk about it” 

But the top seed known to 
occasionally display a tem- 
per added:. “Tm mad about 
it I could have cracked the 
racket after the match. 

“It’s tough against Anna, 
it’s not the first time she’s 
almost come back from 5-1 
down.” 

In the day’s showcase 
struggle of sisters, Venus 
Williams stopped younger 
sibling Serena 6-4, 6-2 to 
move ahead into a semi- 
final Saturday agains t fifth 
seed Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario. 

The Spaniard wore down 
American Lisa Raymond, 
seeded 15th, 6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 
6-Z 

Tm feeling good, Tm 
ready to play Venus for the 
second time this year,” said 
fte Spaniard, who beat 
Williams for the title at 
Sydney in January. “I know 
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Swiss No. 1 Martina Hing is celebrates her victory at the end of her quarter final 
match a gains t Russian Anna Koumikova at Italian Open Tennis in Rome. Hingis won 
the match 6-2 6-4 (.Reuters photo.) 


how she plays. Til just con- 
centrate on my match. 

‘Tm not surprised that the 
Williams' are playing well 
on clay. They have the tal- 
ent to play on all surfaces.” 
The all-teenage bout 
between the American 


Williams pair quickly 
turned into a battle from the 
baseline, with each trying to 
out-slug the other. 

The pair’s only other 
meeting in a tournament 
occurred in Australia, where 


Venus also prevailed. 

Hingis said that at least 
she did not have to work out 
after her lengthy match with 
Koumikova. “I finished, but 
it was 30 minutes longer 
than I should have been out 
there." 
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Women athletes, spectators break records in Qatar 


DUBAI (AFP) — Victorious female athletes graced the 
front pages of the official Qatari press Friday after the 
conservative Gulf emirate hosted its first major spotting 
event with women athletes and spectators. 

Fifty international women champions competed in the 
track and field Grand Prix before 35,000 spectators of 
both sexes and in the presence of Qatar’s Crown Prince, 
Sheikh Jassem Ben Hamad A1 Khalifa, Thursday. 

Female, athipifta have rarely competed in Qatar and 
never before in a major sporting event here. In addition, 
the grand prix, the second hosted by Doha, was the first 
that Qatari women were allowed to attend in their home 
country. • 

“Our society is conservative but it is affected by 
changes in the world," Qatari Athletic Federation chief 
Dahlan A1 Hamad said 

“However;, we insist that the participants wear decent 
a ttire, ri he said. The athletes were clad in outfits that went 
down to their knees or mid-thighs. 

The. chflnppe occurred only days after the ruling emir s 
*ife, Sheikha Muza A1 Mussanad, demanded a political 
rale for women in conservative Gulf monarchies. 



-i lamxn -JDW1 IViMUld ili 

Arabic newspaper A1 Hayat 
Women were given access to the grand prix Thanks to 
“C emir and his wife,” University of Qatar psychologist 
Muza A1 Mallri said. 


*Tm happy that women participated in this competi- 
tion,” she said, adding, “I hope that this participation will 
open the way for Qatari women to represent Qatar on the 
international sporting scene.” 

International Athletics Association chief Prirao Nebiolo 
thanked Qatar for ‘'allowing women to participate in this 
competition.” 

And the 1 9S4 Olympic 400 meter gold medalist Nawal 
El Moutawakel of Morocco described the decision allow- 
ing women spectators to attend the event as “historic.” 

Moutawakel, the first Arab woman to win an Olympic 
gold, said: “I can’t stress how important this is to the 
development of women’s sport in the Gulf region. 

“It is a historic moment for the IAAF (International 
Amateur Athletics Federation) and we must praise the 
efforts of the Qatar Athletics Federation.” she said. 

Women’s sports are banned in the Gulf monarchies of 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

The exceptions are rare women’s competitions in chess 
and table tennis in Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates, 
but not championships. 

However, in neighbouring Iran, another conservative 
Muslim state, women have succeeded in tearing down 
some barriers and have already participated in champi- 
onships organized in Asian countries. 

But in Iran, the daughter of former president Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, Faezeh Hashemi, has championed 
women’s sports. 
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Jordan 
impressive 
in Cyprus 
table 
tennis 
tourney 

AMMAN fJ.Ti — Jordan's 
youth team won the Under- 
15 Cyprus Table Tennis 
Tournament after scoring a 
3-2 win over Syria and 3-0 
over the Cypriot < A'i team. 

Jordan's team comprising 
Bara' Abu Ghanmi, Ahmad 
Awwad. and R ashed 
Momani had also beat 
Syria and Cyprus < B ) team 
3-0. 

In the girl's U- 1 S compe- 
tition, Jordan came in sec- 
ond after losing 3- 1 to 
Syria and beatinc Lebanon 
3-0! 

Jordan's team of Hadecl 
Awwad. Zeina Shaban and 
Lina Majdalawi had also 
beat Cvprus a and B teams 
3-1. 


Bulls back on top; 
Lakers lead Sonics 2-1 


CHARLOTTE I AFP) — 
Michael Jordan returned to 
his slashing, driving style 
and scored 27 points as 
Chicago beat Charlotte 103- 
S9 Friday to regain the 
upper hand in their National 
Basketball Association sec- 
ond-round playoff series. 

The Bulls, seeking their 
sixth NBA title in eight 
years, rebounded from a sur- 
prising home defeat in 
Game Two, taking a 2- 1 lead 
in the besi-of-seven Eastern 
Conference semi-final 
scries. 

They regained home-court 
advantage and avoided 
falling behind in a playoff 
series for the first time since 
1995. 

While Chicago went on 
the road to put themselves in 
the driver’s seat, there was 
no place like home for the 
Los Angeles Lakers, who 
held off a fourth-quarter 
rally by Seanle to beat the 
SuperSonics 119-103 and 
take a 2-1 lead in their 
Western Conference semi- 
final series. 

In Charlotte, North 
Carolina native Jordan 
thwarted the Hornets’ dou- 
ble-teaming strategy by dri- 
ving to the basket as soon as 
he received the ball. In 
Wednesday's Game Two 
loss. Jordan scored most of 
his 22 points on jump shots 
as Charlotte defenders 
forced him outside. 

The difference was reflect- 
ed at the free-throw line. 
Jordan went 9-of-i0 from 
the stripe after attempting 
two foul shots in Game Two. 
Unlike Wednesday's defeat 
Jordan also had a lot of help 
from his supporting cast. 

Scotrie Pippen netted 18 
points and Dennis Rodman 
grabbed 17 rebounds to go 
along with 10 points. It was 
the fifth straight game in 
which Rodman has posted 
double-figure rebounding 
numbers. 

Ron Harper, who hod two 
points in the first two 
games, helped the Bulls take 
the crowd out of the same 
early, scoring all of his eight 
points in the first quarter as 
Chicago went ahead from 
the start and led throughout, 
except for a half-minute 
stretch in the opening peri- 
od. 

Charlotte lost at home for 
the first time this postsea- 
son. despite gening 31 
points from Glen Rice. 
Anthony Mason added 16 
and seven boards for the 
Hornets, who were outshot 
from the field, 51 per cent 
i35-of-6S) to 44 per cent 
(37-84) and were edged on 
the boards for the first time 
this scries. 40-35. ‘i think 
we played pretty well.” 
Jordan said. "We came in 
with better focus tonight. 
We played our game ... we 
did what we had to do.” 

Bulls coach Phil Jackson 
gave center Luc Longley the 
starting nod over Toni 
Kukoc~ Longley. who did 
not play in "the first-round 
series against New Jersey 
because of injury, responded 
with 11 points in 27 min- 
utes. 

Kukoc also played 21 min- 
utes and had six points as 
the Bulls' bench outseored 



Seattle Supersonics Vin Baker (L) tries to find his shot as Los Angeles Lakers 
Shaqulile O'Neal defends, during second period action of game three of the Western 
Conference Semifinals of the NBA Playoffs in Inglewood. Ca. The Lakers beat the 
Sonics, 119-103 to take a 2-1 lead in the’ best of seven series (Reuters photo) 


Charlotte’s reserves. 29-13. 
The bench also aided anoth- 
er stellar defencive effort by 
Chicago, which held the 
Hornets under 100 points for 
the 16th straight time. 

Former Bui! BJ. 
Armstrong and leammaie 
Del! Curry, who combined 
for 25 points in Chari one's 
Game Two victory, were 
in\isible. ArmiOrong scored 
two points on i-of-7 shoot- 
ing while Cuny was held 
scoreless. 

Jordan was unruffled by 
the latest background noise 
about the future of the Bulls. 

Bulls Chairman Jerry 
Reinsdorf was quoted this 
week as saying he would be 
inclined to keep the learn 
intact if they do w in another 
title. 

Jordan, who maintained 
earlier this season that it 
would be his la*L has lately 
waffled on that decision, his 
fate perhaps still linked to 
whether Pippen and Bulls 
coach Phil Jackson return. 

"We can t worry about 
that right now.” Jordan said. 
"Our focus has to be on win- 
ning that sixth champi- 
onship. 

“He (Reinsdorf) has the 
perogative to say whatever 
he wants to say. When the 
season is o\er. we’ll all sit 
down and evaluate the situa- 
tion.” 

Game Four is on Sunday 
in Charlotte. 


In Los Angeles." Shaquille 
O'Neal scored 1 1 points in 
the fourth quarter, including 
nine in a 16-2 burst that put 
away the game after Seattle 
pulled within 94-91 with 
6:34 to play. O’Neal fin- 
ished with 30 points and 1 1 
rebounds. 

Eddie Jones scored a play- 
off career-high 29 point’s, 
Nick Van Exel contributed 
22 off the bench and Robert 
Horry added 19 and nine 
boards for Los Angeles, 
which never trailed in the 
second half. 

Detlcf Schrempf. Gary 
Payton and Vin Baker 
rebounded from subpar 
efforts in Game Two’s home 
loss for Seattle. But Hersey 


Hau'kins. who has provided 
a major offensive spark for 
the SuperSonics throughout 
the postseason, managed 
just five points in 30 min- 
utes. 

Schrempf, who had just 
one point in Game Two, 
scored 26. Payton collected 
22 and 13 assists and Baker 
had 20 points and 12 
rebounds, but Seattle was 
unable to overcome its poor 
postseason history at the 
Forum. The Sonics have 
lost eight straight playoff 
games there since winning 
Game One of the 1980 
Western Conference finals. 
The Lakers host Game Four 
on Sunday. 


SCOREBOARD 







A FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

Area: 220 sq.m., second floor apartment. Consisting of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, spacious! 
living room, veranda, independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, modern equipped kitchen and 
luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 5665711 — Fax: 5664256 


ATTENTION! 

Apartment for sate with special offer 
Ground floor, consists of 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, big kitchen, big hall, central heating. 
Telephone line available. 

Separate entrance through garden. 

Very good location in west Amman. 

Please call Tel.: 5829734 
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TOMMY TRIUMPHS 


N'urih-SuuUi vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
4.Q72 
v AS 

V Q 10 62 
4.AK93 

WEST EAST 

*6 * K98 4 

TKJ982 TQIU3 

:-AK987S vJ3 

+ 4 *10862 

SOUTH 
A A J 1053 
S764 
•>4 

+ Q J75 
The bidding. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

13 Dbl 3? 3* 

4v 4* Obi Paw 

Sr Pass Pass S* 

Pass Pass Dbl Pass 

Pass Pass 

Ojmnmg lead - King of 0 

The cards had bum breaking nor- 
mally in games at the club, and as a 
result Tummy had been experienc- 
ing a negative cash flow. The drea- 
ry weeks were relieved by momenta 
such os this, when Tommy's rare 
Latent, at becoming a master when 


tne trumps were stacked against 
him came shining through 

Only a glutton Tor punishment 
would make a preemptive jump on 
the East cards — small wonder 

West pushed to the five-1 evrl on a 
distributional giant Had East 
known Tommy better, the futility of 
the double might have been obvi- 
ous. But Wert had opened the bid- 
ding and East expected u> make at 
lean onp trump trick, so ... 

West led the king of diamonds, 
then shifted to a lew heart when 
East started an echo with the jack, 
won in dummy with the ace. The 
queen of trumps was led, covered bv 
the king and token with the ace as 
West followed. A heart tnck was 
conceded, and the heart continua- 
tion was ruffed in dummy. The wr- 
en of trumps was covered with the 
eight and won in the closed hand. 
When West Showed oat. the distrib- 
ution became on open book. 

A club to dummy provided the 
entry for a diamond ruff in the 
closed hand, and three rounds of 
dubs, ending on the table, produced 
the desired ending. Tommy was 
poised with J 5 of spades over Easts 
3 4 and a diamond from tin? board 
completed the coup, allowing 
declarer to score both trumps at the 
end and 1 } incks in gu. 
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G -8 ministers press for Israeli 
‘yes answer’ to U.S. invitation 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Foreign ministers from 
leading industrial nations 
said Saturday they hoped 
that Middle East peace talks 
in Washington next week 
would go ahead despite 
problems over Israeli partic- 
ipation. 

“We all expressed our 
concern but we hope that 
these talks will take place 
on the basis of the U.S. pro- 
posals." British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook told a 
news conference. 


The foreign ministers 
were meeting here to pre- 
pare the groundwork for 
next week's G-8 conference 
in Birmingham, .central 
England, of the world’s 
leading industrialised 
nations. 

The United States was 
pressing ahead with plans 
for a Washington peace 
summit, despite Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s refusal to 
make concessions ahead of 
the Monday meeting. 


Mr. Cook said, "we are 
pressing for a yes answer" 
but refused to speculate on 
what might happen if the 
talks do not take place. 

The White House and the 
State Department said 
Friday that Mr. Netanyahu 
had not given a definite 
“no" to the invitation to 
come to Washington on 
Monday after his 
spokesman in Jerusalem 
made clear the visit was 
unlikely. 

“I'm just not aware that 


there has been any definitive 
statement on Israel’s part 
that the prime minister will 
not be able to attend a sum- 
mit meeting in Washington 
Monday.” said State 
Department deputy 

spokesman James Foley. 

In Jerusalem. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s spokesman 
David Bar-Illan said “the 
prime minister won’t be 
going to Washington 
Monday because it’s impos- 
sible to resolve matters still 
up in the air" by then. 


Senators call for sanctions 


Mahathir 


on firms dealing with Iran 


accuses 


Netanyahu of 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A group of senators has 
urged President Bill 
Clinton to impose sanc- 
tions against French. 
Russian and Malaysian 
firms who signed an oil 
deal with Iran, the 
Washington Post said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Clinton is reportedly 
ready to waive the penalties 
under the 1996 Iran Libya 
Sanctions Act (ILSA). 
which the European Union 
warned could hamper 
efforts to expand irade rela- 
tions and cloud the May 18. 
U.S.-EU summit in 
London. 

"We understand you are 
approaching a decision.” 
the senators said in their 
letter. “In the strongest of 
terms, we urge you to find 


this venture in violation of 
[the ILSA] and to impose 
sanctions.” The French oil 
company Total, Russia’s 
natural gas company 

Gazprom and Malaysia's 
national oil company 

Petronas signed in 
September a $2 billion deal 
to develop Iran’s South 
Pars gas field. 

The ILSA seeks to 

penalise companies that 
invest more than $40 mil- 
lion in Iran and Libya’s 
energy sector — both 
countries are accused by 
the United States of spon- 
soring international terror- 
ism. 

The letter, the daily said, 
was signed by 1 2 

Republican senators, 
including DLSA’s chief 
sponsor and Senate 


Banking Committee 

’ Chairman Alfonse 

D’ Amato. Senate Majority 
Leader Trent Lou and 
Foreign Relations 

Committee Chairman Jesse 
Helms. and two 
Democratic senators. 

On Monday. Under 
Secretary of State for 
Economic Affairs Stuart 
Eizenstat said he hoped the 
sanctions issue could be 
resolved before Britain 
ends its term on July 1 as 
the president of the 
European Union (EU). 

Mr. Eizenstat said the 
Clinton administration was 
engaged in talks with the 
EU and Russia on a joint 
action plan that would seek 
to thwart Iran’s efforts to 
develop weapons of mass 
destruction. 


ghettoising 


Arabs 


Aziz snubs Israeli journalists, 
raises colleagues’ hackles 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Was It the questions — 
or the questioners? Iraq’s 
deputy prime minister 
reftised to acknowledge two 
Israeli journalists attending 
the yearly Atlanta gathering 
of contributors to Cable 
News Network's (CNN) 
World Report on Friday — 
raising hackles among other 
reporters at what is other- 
wise a journalistic lovefest 

In each case, Tariq Aziz, 
speaking from Baghdad via 
satellite” hook-up, said he 
didn’t like the question — 
but made a point of not 
addressing the questioner. 
Officials from Arab coun- 
tries not recognising Israel 
often pointedly ignore 
Israeli reporters. 

Tatiana Hoffman. a 
reporter with Israel's 
Channel Two television, 
asked Mr. Aziz whether Iraq 
would attack Israel with 
non-conventional weapons 
in case of another Gulf cri- 


“Further 13 per cent of the 
West Bank in order to 
advance negotiations with 
Palestinians. 

“Tell me. what is your 
judgement on that?” Mr. 
Aziz asked Mr. Hansen. 

“Mr. Tariq Aziz, I'm noi a 
politician. I'm a journalist “ 


Mr. Hansen chided. 

’ Mr. Aziz knew' Tie could 
face questions from Israelis, 
said CNN spokeswoman, 
Lori Konopka — and Mr. 
Hansen’s gallantry was no 
surprise. "Let me use the 
historic opportunity to 
speak as an Israeli journalist 
to a leading Iraqi politician " 
Ms. Hoffman preceded her 
question. The live broadcast 
was fed into U.N. headquar- 
ters in New York. 

“Well Jane, I’m sorry. I’m 
not going to address this 
question" Mr. Aziz said, 
pointedly addressing CNN 
moderator Jane Arraf — 
although in other cases, he 
was happy to speak to the 
reporters directly. 

It was an uncomfortable 
moment; CNN founder Ted 
Turner launched World 
Report 10 years ago to get 
broadcasters from different 
countries — some techni- 
cally at war — to collabo- 
rate and I earn from each 
other. 

Ms. Hoffman warned to 
know: Was it the question or 
the fact she was Israeli? Mr. 
Aziz didn’t respond. When 
Ms. Arraf reposed the ques- 
tion. Mr. Aziz said he pre- 
ferred to answer questions 
dealing only with the U.N. 
Security Council and U.N. 


inspectors assessing Iraq's 
compliance with a ban on 
non-conventional weapons. 

Subsequently, however, he 
let himself stray from those 
topics with other reporters, 
discussing human rights in 
Iraq, and relations with 
Turkey — until another 
Israeli reporter spoke up. 

Leah Zinder of the Israel 
Broadcasting Authority 
asked if Iraq planned on 
recognising Israel once 

peace agreements ■were 

reached with all its neigh- 
bours. 

Again. Mr. Aziz refused to 
comment — and to address 
the journalist directly. 

That prompted an angry 
journalist from the 

Norwegian Broadcasting 
Corporation. Bjom Hansen, 
to ask. “In all respect, if I 
repeat that question would 
you answer it please?" 
Other journalists applauded. 

Mr. Aziz answered this 
time, condemning Prime 

Israeli Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu for not acceding 
to a reported U.S. demand 
to withdraw from a further 
1 3 per cent of the West Bank 
in order to advance negotia- 
tions with Palestini-ans. 

"The World Report is like 
a family." she said. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad accused the 
Israeli government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu Saturday of con- 
fining Arabs to ghettos like 
Hitler did the European Jews. 

“Forgetting their own 
oppression by the Christians 
of Europe, they oppress the 
Arabs of Muslim and 
Christian faiths, and confine 
them to ghettos in the same 
way that they themselves 
were treated by Hitler’s 
Germany." he said. 

• “We see intolerance in the 
Jewish state of Netanyahu and 
some of the Jewish religious 
parties of Israel. " he stud in a 
speech on religiou> tolerance 
at Cairo’s A Azhar University, 
the world’s leading Sunni 
Muslim institution. 

Ultra-Orthodox parties 
achiev ed a record share of the 
vote in Israeli elections in 
1996 and form a prominent 
part of Mr. Netanyahus gov- 
erning coalition. 

The Malaysian prime minis- 
ter. who is himself a Muslim, 
was speaking after receiving 
an honorary doctorate from 
the AJ Azhar for his contribu- 
tion to raising understanding 
of Islam in the West. 

He also signed an agree- 
ment with his Egyptian coun- 
terpart Kama! Ai Ganzouri 
under which experts from AI 
Azhar will travel to Malaysia 
to help with Islamic religious 
instruction, embassy officials 
said. 

There are currently 5.000 
Malaysian students ai the uni- 


versity. 

Another agreement signed 
by the two heads of govern- 
ment provides for an 
exchange of technical experts. 

Later Saturday Mr. 
Mahathir was due to attend a 
promotion by Malaysian car 
firm Werra Proton. 

The firm is launching its 
850 ce Produa Kan Cil on the 
Egyptian market in advance 
of the start of local production 
of tire car by Egyptian firm 
Hashem Bus at a factory north 
of the capital. 

Malaysia runs a large trade 
surplus with Egypt with annu- 
al exports of $270 million. 









TRICYCLE TRANSPORTATION: Chinese peasants transport their grain harvest to a nearby processing plant in the 
suburbs of Beijing Saturday. China will host the International Congress of Genetics in August in a bid to increase 
grain production and treatment of diseases (AFP photo) 
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REHEARSING FOR THE MILLENNIUM'S LAST WORLD PAIR: A Portuguese 
actor rehearses for the opening of the Expo '98 in Lisbon on Saturday. The last world 
fair this millennium will be inaugurated in Lisbon on May 21 (AFP photo) 


Egypt protests: Most wanted 
‘terrorists’ performed Hajj 


CAIRO (.AP) — Egypt is 
demanding better security 
cooperation with Saudi 
Arabia after two of Egypt's 
most wanted extremists 
reportedly performed the 
Islamic pilgrimage in 
Mecca, security officials 
said Saturday. 

Ay man AI Zawahri, a 
leader of Jihad, the militant 
organisation that assassi- 
nated President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981. and Mustafa 
Hamza, a leader of Egypt’s 
most active militant group. 
AI Gamaa AI Islamiyah. 
were reportedly spotted in 
the Holy City last month, 
the officials said. 

The two entered the king- 
dom on false, non-Egyptian 
passports and remained 
there for at least 10 days. 


the officials said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

High-level Egyptian and 
Saudi security officials are 
discussing greater security 
cooperation, the officials 
said. 

AI Zawahri left Egypt 'ui 
1985 after serving four 
years in prison for his 
membership to Jihad. He is 
believed to be living in 
Switzerland. 

Hamza has been accused 
of masterminding the failed 
1995 assassination attempt 
against President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa. 
Ethiopia. Egyptian courts 
have sentenced him in 
absentia to death three 
times. 

Egypt is demanding that, 
should they return to the 


Sudan says rebels ‘evasive’ 


KHARTOUM iAFPi — The 
Sudanese government has crit- 
icised the southern rebel 
movement with which it say’s 
ii made progress in three days 
of talks Iasi week, but said 
efforts were underway to 
improve relations with the 
rebel's key backers. 

Foreign Minister Mustafa 
Osman fsnuu'l said statements 
made by the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLAi on 
the (HJtcome of last week's 
talks in Nairobi were "contra- 
dictory" and "evasive.” 

The talks between a 
Khartoum government delega- 
tion and a delegation from the 
SPLA ended Wednesday with 
an agreement to hold a refer- 
endum on “unity or outright 
secession" For the south of the 


country'. 

For the government side, the 
agreement effectively resolved 
the 1 5 -year-old civil war 
between the largely Christian 
and animisi south against the 
Arabised. Islamic north. 

Bui the two sides set no date 
for the referendum, failed to 
agree on the area of the south 


to be covered by the poll, and 
reached no accord on the sep- 
aration of religion and state. 

And the SPLA’s spokesman 
in Cairo, Yasser Annan, last 
week branded the talks a fail- 
ure. saying the Khartoum gov- 
ernment had failed to offer 
anything new. 

"This round is a failure and 
not a success." Mr. Arman told 
AFP in the Egyptian capital. 

The Sudanese government is 
eager to bring to an end the 
civil war which has left more 
than a million dead since it 
began in 1983. War-related 
famine now’ threatens the lives 
of hundreds of thousands. 

The SPLA. during the talks, 
turned down a government 
offer of a ceasefire, saying it 
should not be linked to 
humanitarian assistance for 
those facing the famine threat. 

’The movement dodges and 
insists that no agreement has 
been reached, although this 
was indicated in the closing 
communique.” Mr. Ismail said 
Friday, reported by the official 
AJ Jumhouria newspaper. 

The minister said it was 


mediators from the regional 
bloc, the Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development 
(IGAD). which had said there 
was an agreement, not the 
Sudanese government. 

“It was the IGAD commit- 
tee. not the government, that 
declared progress in the talks.” 
said Mr. Ismail, who led the 
government delegation to the 
talks. 

"The contradiction in the 
movement's statements 
implies disrespect for the 
IGAD committee and its cred- 
ibility." he said, adding that his 
government “will nof tolerate 
a retraction from the Nairobi 
agreement." The next round of 
talks, in the Ethiopian capital, 
would have to be “based on 
that agreement,” he said. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Ismail said 
official contacts were under 
way with the government of 
Uganda, which has long 
backed the Christian SPLA 
rebels. Sudan has hacked anti- 
Ugandan rebels and relations 
between ’the two countries 
have been severed for about 
tour years. 


Turk troops kill over 120 Kurd rebels 


DIYARBAKER (.AP) — 

Turkish commandos, backed 
with helicopters and jets, killed 
six more rebels in the rugged 
southeast Saturday, officials 
said, raising the number of 
rebel casualties in the last two 
weeks of fighting to 127. 

Some 39.000 troops and 

3.000 pre-government village 
guards arc engaged in the 
offensive that began April 23 in 
six southeastern provinces. 

.Although the military’ rou- 
tinely steps up its fight against 
the reteK in spring to lake 


advantage of good weather 
condition, the latest offensive is 
described as the biggest since 
the rebels began fighting for 
autonomy in 1984. 

However, despite boasting 
by the military of successes in 
past offences, rebels have man- 
aged to keep up their fight in 
the war that his claimed 

37,000 lives. 

Officials said warplanes and 
attack helicopters hud success- 
fully raided several suspected 
rebel hideouts in rough, moun- 
tainous resioas. 


The report could not be veri- 
fied independently. 

Only a handfu'l of Turkish 
soldiers have been reported 
killed so far. 

Meanwhile, an appeals court 
imposed a temporary ban on 
the Kurdish newspaper Ulkede 
Gundem for publishing an arti- 
cle advocating Kurdish sepa- 
ratism, the paper said Saturday. 

The decision upheld an earli- 
er ruling by an Istanbul court 
which ordered the paper to 
cease publication for lOdavs. 


ROME (R) — An Baiun 
businessman spent .son*; 

5600.000 on prostitutes.in 
two yeans, said poffce-ijeaifc- 
tives who unveiled a itigh-- 
class prostitution racist 
operating in Rome. Tfc 
unidentified man was 
tioned by detectives as part 
of an investigation into ibe 
racket, which enticed house- 
wives and students into its 
ranks and winch had wealthy 
clients. Based on the prices 
and the frequency wife 
which he used prostitutes, we 
calculate he spent more than 
a billion lire over a two-year 
period, said Massimiliano Di 
Bemardini. the detective 
who headed the operation 
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kingdom, they be arrested 
and extradited. 

Egypt is also demanding 
the extradition dozens of 
other, lower-ranking mili- 
tants wjio have been sen- 
tenced by Egyptian courts 
in absentia and are believed 
to be living in Saudi Arabia. 

Egypt maintains that 
some Saudi officials and 
businessmen sympathise 
with the militants and are 
allowing them to work in 
hospitals and universities in 
the kingdom, the officials 
said. 

Last month, 22 Arab jus- 
tice and interior ministers 
signed a security pact that 
calls for the surrender of 
wanted terrorists and the 
exchange of information on 
militants. 


BRASILIA (R) — Brazilian 
police captured a burglar 
with his trousers down after 
he got stuck, half-naked, tit- 
an iron grille as be tried to 
break into a bouse. Globo 
Television showed Marco 
Aurelio Santos, sporting 
only a pair of white under- 
pants, waiting for. firemen to 
cut him free from the metal 
bats gripping him around his 
waist. I woke up at seven and 
was having breakfast when I 
looked up and there was this 
guy, stuck, said fee house’s 
owner, Eduardo Rocha. 1 
looked and looked again, 
saw my sound system and 
called the police immediate- 
ly. Santos had to tolerate the 
laughter of onlookers as he 
awaited rescue, and was not 
in a talkative mood. “Please, 
leave me alone. I’m already 
in trouble." he told a Globo 
reporter. He was charged 
with breaking and entering. 
Globo said. 
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Zoo worker 
loses arm trying 
to pet lioness 
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BUDAPEST (AFP) — A 
zoo worker had to have his 
arm amputated after he was 
mauled by a lioness which he 
tried to stroke when he was 
drank, doctors said Friday. 
The man climbed the bars of 
the lion's cage at Budapest 
zoo and tried to stroke the 
1 3-year-old lioness, called 
Leila, which promptly pulled 
him inside die cage and set 
upon him. He was pulled free 
and immediately hospi- 
talised but his aim could not 
be saved. Zoo staff said the 
lioness was not known to be 
particularly aggressive. 
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dawn chorus 


a lestinians 


crease press 


f-omhined a WtK -y 
® Ls patdies 


DUBLIN (AFP) — After an 
estimated 100 milli on people 
world-wide have finished lis- 
tening to the Eurovision cho- 
rus Saturday, a ground- 
breaking radio programme 
will transmit a six-hour live 
broadcast throughout Europe 
of the dawn chorus with the 
stars being hundreds of birds 
in full song. The Dawn 
Chorus programme wfll 
come from a nature reserve 
on a marsh in Cork in the 
south of the country and will 
be available via the -Astra 
satellite all over Europe- 
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Rubbery Jim Carrey of “Ace 

Ventura. Pet Detective” and -tjetj arf had 
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